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according to eighteenth-century travel reports

Wild animals, such as mammals, birds and reptiles, have been kept in houses and nomadic 
tents for various purposes throughout historical times. At the same time, domestic ani-
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controllers, and for entertainment.

1. Introduction
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(1732–1774) observed a peculiar habit. Besides “ordinary” domestic animals, the 
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others lived for several years in human surroundings (cf. Svanberg 2001: 11–13). 
Falck noted also another interesting aspect of human-animal relationships among 
Central Asian and Siberian nomads: their domestic animals roamed freely. Horses, 
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them and used them. Naturally, some of these free-roaming animals became feral 
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1802) (cf. Svanberg 1987).

During the reign of Catherine II, the Imperial Academy of Arts and Sciences 
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tion in order to control the empire and its borders, the indigenous peoples and the 
economy.
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laid the foundations for early North and Central Asian research, especially Siberian 
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areas named after him and Pallas and Steller are still considered important figures in 
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studies today. They provide abundant materials for researchers in many fields from 
natural sciences such as hydrology, biology, mineralogy, meteorology and medicine, 
to human and social sciences such as linguistics, ethnology, economics and demogra-
phy (about the Academy, see e.g. Osipov 1999).
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require a separate study due to the great quantity of material.

2. Purpose and Sources
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Studies of human practices such as hunting, fishing and animal husbandry are 
part of the field of ethnobiology. Human concepts about animals, e.g. their place in 
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As a general characteristic of human-animal relationships, researchers empha-
sise the human need for dominance. Affection for domestic and tame animals is insep-
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Historian Keith Thomas (1983) suggests several traits that distinguish compan-
ion animals from domestic animals. The latter are mainly kept for production (milk, 
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captivity. Many such animals do not prosper in human surroundings (Moore 1937).
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Our main source is the three-volume publication of Johan Peter Falck’s travel 
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Being poor and receiving no financial support from his family, Falck had to find 

�������
������������$�w����
����
����
��
�������������
���
�� ���������B��������
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sleep, running around the room at night. Pehr Osbeck (1723–1805) tried in vain to 
bring back various animals from China, including a small parrot (Osbeck 1757: 101). 
Clas Alströmer (1736–1794) sent birds from Spain, and Pehr af Bjerkén (1731–1774) 
�
�����������������^����������=������$������9
�
������!
����&(',)&C*C��
������
��
to bring birds from Southeast Asia, but none of his animals survived the long trip 
�����!
���*++(��'+)'&B�(��$���
�������������������
���
������
��
�������w����
����
Carl Fredrik Hornstedt (1758–1809) tried unsuccessfully to bring apes, parrots, squir-
�
��� ���� �����
��
�������� �����%���B������!�"���� ��� ���
��
���������� ���
������� ���-
���!������ ��������9
�
������!
��B�
�������

�
��w����
����������
����� ���=�������
(Hornstedt 2008: 278).

We have used as much as possible the modern scientific names for the species 
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3. Free-roaming animals
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and many Caucasian peoples let not only their horses, but also sheep, goats and cattle 
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The reasons for leaving horses to roam freely can be found in the local economy 
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animals. Despite annual losses, the nomads profited greatly from their free-roaming 
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Mongols, Bashkirs and Bukharans sheep meant survival, materials, food and prosper-
ity. Pallas (1771: 234) mentions that Kazakh merchants brought 40,000–60,000 sheep 
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4. Pets and fur animals

In almost all cultures, people keep dogs as pets, protective animals and helpers in hunt-
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���������"�����������
�$�#
����� �&C++��&`C~)&`~+�����
�� �����
�
����������������
������!
����
������

�
����
���
���!"��������
���
�������!
���$�|�

�
�B�����������
���

�������
�����
����������
������������
��
���������
����
�$�9�������&((,��*+~��
��������������������

�
������"��������"����B�!�����
"������������
�����������������"$�
w��
�������
�������

��
��B���
"�

�
�������������
���!
����
������
�������$
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choice of marmots over other fur animals. Several Mongolian peoples used marmots, 
especially the tarbagan (Marmota sibirica) and black-capped marmot (Marmota 
camtschatica) for furs, meat and medical purposes (Badmaev et al. 2009).
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Figure 1. Eastern chipmunk (Tamias striatus) (Falck 1786).
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5. Pest controllers and other useful animals
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and it performed the functions of a house cat (cf. Masetti 2009).
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Falck kept a couple of colourful marbled polecats (Vormela peregusna, Fig. 2) 
in a cage during his journey in the Volga region. Despite its name, this animal belongs 
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Figure 2. Marbled polecat (Vormela peregusna) (Falck 1786).
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6. Entertainment
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Birds continue to be the main entertainers among animals, both in number and 
distribution. The importance of animal music is reflected in science: songbirds formed 
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7. Household and hunting birds
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other birds and falcons (Falck 1786: 331). A birkut, identified by Falck as a ring-
tailed eagle (Falco fulvus), posed the biggest risk. Skilled Kazakh hunters used to 
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against magic and as a bringer of luck for the hunt. A legend tells that the brave hero 
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8. Uninvited guests
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Asia is the agama (Phrynocephalus helioscopus), a lizard common in the Caspian and 
Kazakh steppes and Bukhara. The Bukharans believed it crept on sleeping humans 
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Insects form a special group of animals in human surroundings. There are 
of course useful insects such as bees, but most insects are still considered bad for 
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humans refrained from taking honey from them (Falck 1786: 438).

Most other insects in human settlements are considered uninvited guests, but 
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performed (Popova 2005: 95).
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cockroach is a very troublesome inhabitant in human settlements. It reproduces rap-
idly, eats up the house, clothes and food and spreads filth. Falck (1786: 435–436) 
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According to popular belief, cleaning the house and various magical methods helped, 
as did smoking tobacco.
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When the spider bites, the skin becomes irritated. According to popular belief, if the 
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9. Parasites
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One of the most common parasites on humans is the head-louse (Pediculus 
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Ostyaks and other poor peoples also carried this insect in their clothes. Falck observed 
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10. Conclusion
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fatten them up than to hunt. They could provide company and pets for the children as 
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consequences such as dirt, smell and destruction of furniture, food and clothes. Some 
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or nobleman in St. Petersburg (cf. Svanberg 2007a). Nomads kept mainly hunting 
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mind, accepting their presence as normal.
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tridge and hunting eagles, but there has still been little research on the subject. This 
study can hopefully serve as a basis for further research. It is further important to 
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the carcasses (Falck 1786: 570).
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care of most other tasks in animal-keeping (Falck 1786: 574). Traditions concerning 
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