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The Mari stem vil as well
as its above-mentioned cog-
nates in Finnish and Komi-
Zyrian all go back to FU
wiili (UEW 573-574). The
suffixes (illative -k3, inessive
-ns and elative -ec) are the
so-called unproductive lo-
cal-case endings, which are
used with ca. 40 adverb and
postposition stems (Alho-
niemi 1993: 62-63).

A Finno-Volgaic stem, cf.
Fi. loma ‘middle’ (UEW 692).
Cognates for the Mari and
Komi-Zyrian  postposition
stem are also found in Ud-
murt and Mansi (UEW 512).

The postposition is not of
Russian origin. The stem is
the same tor- as in D; r dis-
appears before the unpro-
ductive illative case ending
(cf. A).

ELEMENTA GRAMMATICES TSCHEREMISS A&

& 54§

\' Postpositions

§ 47 The postpositions, which correspond to

prepositions in other languages, are mostly
case forms of nouns, the nominal §tem of which is
still often preserved. The most common postposi-
tions are:

A) Vilks (vilk) or viki (vik) ‘(allative), into,
onto’, Ru. Ha, Fi. pddlle; vilni (adessive), Ru. Ha,
Fi. padlld; vilec ‘(ablative) from’, Ru. omw, Fi. pddlta.
All these denote an exterior place and represent
a root lost in the Cheremis language but easily
recognizable in Zyrian vyy and Finnish yli 7!

B) Liviks (lsvdk) and nimdiks (namdk) ‘(alla-
tive), under’, Ru. noow, Fi. alle; [5vdilns or ndmdln3
‘(adessive), under’, Ru. nodw, Fi. alla; l3vic or namdic
‘(ablative), from under’, Ru. u3s nods, Fi. alta. The
stem of these postpositions has disappeared.

C) Loska ‘(illative), between’, Fi. vdilihin; losta
‘(inessive), between’, Fi. vidlissd; logic ‘(ablative),
from between’, Fi. vdlistd. The root is lo ‘middle’.172

D) Torsc or torc (dorc) ‘from’, Ru. oms, cor-
responds to the Zyrian dorys (from the root dor
‘edge’).173

E) Tok (dok) or toka (doka) ‘towards’, Ru. x». The
origin of the §tem is most likely the Russian prepo-
sition 00.174

F) Ture (dure) ‘opposite, at’, Ru. npomugs, Haows,
Fi. vastaan.

8o



V POSTPOSITIONS

@& 55 &

G) Anzoka ‘(allative), ahead’, Ru. enepeds, Fi.
edelle; anzalna ‘(adessive), ahead’, Ru. enepeou,
Fi. edelld; anzac ‘(ablative), ahead’, Ru. cnepeou,
Fi. edeltd. The root anzs has disappeared, Fi. esi,
ensi.'75

H) Saiko ‘(allative), behind’, Fi. taka, taaksi;
$ailna'7% ‘(adessive), behind’, Fi. takana; Saic ‘(abla-
tive), from behind’, Fi. takaa. Its root is the Russian
preposition 3a.177

I) Pastek ‘behind, in order to (fetch, search
something)’, e.g., imni bastek tolnam ‘I came in
order to (take) the horse’. The postposition can
also be replaced by the dative case ldn or ldnin,
e.g., dtjaldn or dtjdldnin kejen ‘s/he went to (fetch)
father’.

K) Jakte “up to where’, Ru. 0o, Fi. asti. Intead of
jakte, especially in adverbs the postposition -3bsk
is added to the illative case, e.g., v3d3sk3bik “all the
way to the water’, seddsksbsk ‘until there’178

L) Vast ‘through’, Ru. ck603%, Fi. ldpi.

M) 75r ‘round, around’, Ru. kpyzoma, okono, Zyr.
gogar; jargsc ‘from around’, Fi. ymparilta.

N) Persct’9 or veric ‘because of, for’, Ru. ons,
Fi. tdhden.

O) Mucka “along’, Ru. 6dorb.

P) Pasna ‘without, except for’; originates prob-
ably from the Russian preposition 6e32.13°

Q) Saga ‘beside’.

N.g. The postpositions in Cheremis are joined
straight to the noun stem except for the post-
position -3vik (cf. K above) and for pasna that
governs the ablative case, e.g., Jumagic pasna
‘except for God, without God’.
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The stem anza- is of Finno-
Permic origin and it occurs
mainly in adverbs and post-
positions with the exception
of Finnic (cf. Fi. otsa ‘fore-
head’) (UEW 339). Thus, it is
not related to Fi. esi.

In the Swedish manuscript,
Castrén also gives the var-
iant $ajolna, which corre-
sponds to present-day or-
thographic practices.

The Russian etymology is
false. The same stem is also
found in the Permic lan-
guages. (Cf. UEW 748-749.)
See § 47: A, above, and mar-
ginal note 171 (vik ~ b3k).
The Mari vis bilabial. There-
fore it can interpreted as p
(cf. the previous marginal
note).

The given etymology is
false: pasna is of Chuvash
origin (Résénen 1920: 181).





