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The Mari genitive always has
the suffix n. In phrases cited
by Castrén either the nom-
inative or genitive can be
used in the modifier position
(only pronouns are obligato-
rily in the genitive, cf. kyn
ergd).

In Southern Saami the Proto-
Uralic accusative ending *m
appears as a labial stop b as
well (cf. Korhonen 1981: 214).
The consecutive is given as a
separate case (IpMUMHHBIN
manex) in Savatkova’s (2002:
102) Hill Mari grammar with
the suffix vowel-harmony
variants lanen, ldnen.

Both § in Mari and h in Ka-
relian originate in the Finno-
Volgaic *s. All three Proto-
Finno-Ugric sibilants (s, $, 3)
have become §in Mari. Cast-
rén calls Karelian a dialect, in
the Swedish manuscript he
speaks of “Karelian Finnish”.
The element *k is the suf-
fix of the old Finno-Ugric la-
tive. It functions (without $)
in adverbs and postpositions
as the so-called unproductive
illative. (Alhoniemi 1993: 62—
63.) This element is, however,
not identical to the one in the
ablative (G) and superlative
(H).

A misprint aijdge was in the
printed version, the correct
form is found in the Swedish
manuscript.

Neither of the mentioned
comitative suffixes are cog-
nates of the Mari ge. The Es-
tonian ga originates in the
postposition kanssa ‘with’,
and the Northern Saami guim
(in the comitative plural) can
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I11 Nominals

A. Nouns
Case

§ 10 Cheremis nouns lack gender as in all Finn-
ish languages; furthermore, they lack the
dual number which exists in some Finnish lan-
guages and also many cases that occur in Finnish
and other related languages.
Cheremis only has the following cases:

A. The nominative has no suffix.

B. The genitive, which is either identical to the
nominative, e.g., kek $aldor ‘bird’s wing’ (bird-
wing), port-levds ‘ceiling of the room’ (room-
ceiling), or ends in n as in Finnish, e.g., 3strds
or 3$tirdsin masZir ‘kaftan of (home-made)
linen’, kyn ergs ‘whose son’, in (iin) dir ‘edge of
the ice’.73 The suffix n also occurs in possessive
adjectives, which cannot always be distinguished
from the genitive.

C. The accusative ends in m as in Samoyed, e.g.,
datjaim ‘father’, ergdm ‘son’. The Lappish language
has a related suffix b.74

D. The dative, which in Finnish ends in llen
(lle) has a related suffix in Cheremis: lan, ldn,
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e.g., Jamalan ‘to God’, dtjdldn ‘to father’. Some-
times the dative is used to replace the consecutive
case and then it easily takes the suffix ldnen, e.g.,
ergslin or ergilanen kejem ‘1 go to (fetch) one’s
son’.75 (See § 47 Letter L.)

E. The illative expresses movement into a place
and ends in $ka, $k3, $, but in adverbs and postpo-
sitions it ends in ka, k3, k, e.g., alaska (alas) paren
‘s/he went into town’, §5rgssks kejen ‘s/he went
into the forest’. Its original form is undoubtedly
$, which corresponds to the suffix h of the illative
in the Karelian dialet.7® The syllable ka, k3 oc-
curs also in the ablative and superlative;77 it may
have its origin in the particle ke, which some-
times functions as a comitative case, e.g., dtjdge’s
‘father too, with father’. Confer the Estonian in-
structive in ga and Lappish instructive in guim.79

F. The inessive, which denotes being inside a
space, ends in $ta, §t3, $t, e.g., alasta ‘in town’,
$3rg3sts ‘in the forest’. The suffix of the inessive in
Finnish is ssa, ssd, in Lappish §2, in Estonian .80

G. The ablative or elative ends in kic (gic),
but in some adverbs and postpositions as well
as nouns ending in k or g the suffix is ac, Jc, c,
e.g., vitkic ‘out of the water’, Symbelgic ‘from
a/the brother’.8! The suffix in ¢ (ts) can most
likely be considered original and it corresponds
to the Finnish elative in $§ta, §td, the Lappish and
Eétonian elatives in $1, the Zyrian s (ys)%2, etc.83
The meaning of the ablative refers especially to
inner space®4, but it is often used in the same
sense as the ablative in other Finnish languages.
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81

82
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84

be traced back to the Baltic
loanword guoibmi ‘compan-
ion’. (SSA1: 276, 301.)

The Finnish and Estonian
inessive suffixes are etymo-
logically identical to Mari $ta
< *snA; the Northern Saami
s(t) goes back to the old ela-
tive suffix *stA (but it has the
meanings of both inessive
and elative, because the two
suffixes have merged, see
Korhonen 1981: 222—224).
kic is a postposition, al-
though it has been present-
ed in some early grammars
as a case ending because of
its lack of stress. It originates
in the noun koérgs ‘inside(s)’
and ends in the unproduc-
tive elative suffix ¢, which
goes back to the Proto-Uralic
ablative *tA. The unproduc-
tive elative suffix is used -
as Castrén also notes — with
adverbial and postpositional
stems. kic does not adapt to
vowel harmony, as it is not
a case ending. See marginal
note 69.

The Zyrian sibilants should
have a palatalized s.

The suffix ¢ (< *tA) can be
found as the second seg-
ment in the Finnish, Estoni-
an and Northern Saami suf-
fixes mentioned above. The
Komi §, also found in Ud-
murt, is not of the same ori-
gin, but a Permic innovation
(Rédei 1988: 380-381).

Le. ‘from inside’.
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According to present-day
theory, gac is a postposition.
It lacks stress but does not
adjust to vowel ~ harmony.
The stem v3l- can function
both as an adverb and as a
postposition.

All the caritive suffixes listed
by Castrén originate in the
common Finno-Ugric cari-
tive suffix *ptAk (Korhonen
1981: 226-227).

According to present-day
knowledge don(o) is a post-
position originating in the
Finno-Ugric stem *tars ‘vi-
cinity’ (UEW s512); no is the
ending of the unproductive
inessive.

Depending on the context,
several cases can be used in-
stead of essive in Hill Mari
e.g., lative, inessive, geni-
tive. The postposition dono
cannot function as an essive.
(Saarinen 2017: 261-281.)
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The Cheremis ablative case sometimes also func-
tions like the Zyrian prosecutive, which expresses
movement along a surface, e.g., vitkic ‘along wa-
ter’, lamgic ‘along snow’.

H. The superlative expresses movement over a
space and ends in kad¢, gadé, e.g., vitkad¢ ‘over
water’, lamgad¢ ‘over snow’. The superlative can
be taken for a case with the same reason as the
illative, inessive and ablative. The suffix kad¢ can
not be considered a postposition, as it cannot take
any case endings like the other postpositions; on
the contrary, this suffix can be attached to them
like any other case endings, e.g., vilgadc ‘over the
upper part’.85

L. The caritive, which expresses lack and defi-
ciency, ends in Cheremis in te, de, e.g., ypte ‘with-
out hair’, imde ‘without a needle’. In Finnish and
Estonian the caritive ends in tta (ttd), ta’ (t@°), in
Lappish in tag’a, in Zyrian in tdg, etc.3°

K. The in§tructive which expresses an instru-
ment with which something is made ends in ton,
don, e.g., psliston ‘with an ear’, kizidon ‘with a
knife’. This ending seems to be composed in some
way; because the usual suffix of the inStructive
in Finnish is the mere letter n.87 The same suf-
fix also occurs in Cheremis, especially in adverbs;
because of its similarity with the genitive it has
not been fully preserved. This is also the reason
why the instructive singular in Finnish has mo$t-
ly disappeared. As in Russian, the factive or es-
sive in Cheremis are also expressed with the help
of the instruétive.?8
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§ 1 The allative, adessive and even ablative,
which in Finnish and other related lan-
guages express external relations, are translated
into Cheremis with postpositions. Characteristic
of the mentioned cases in other Finnish languag-
es is the liquid L The same characteristic [ occurs
in Cheremis in the dative and, in dialeéts, also in
the ablative, which according to the Kazan’ gram-
mar ends in lec.89 Traces of the missing essive are
manife§t in various postpositions and adverbs
ending in na, ng, which bear the meaning of ines-
sive, a meaning which the essive not infrequently
has in other Finnish languages, t00.9° - The Finn-
ish languages usually lack vocative. The case pro-
posed for Cheremis as such in the Kazan" gram-
mar is nothing other than a nominative with the
suffix of the first person singular.9
§ 12 The plural sign is vild (vld)9? and it takes
the same case endings as the singular.
Other Finnish languages do not have anything
that would correspond to v3ld; unless the Finnish
suffix [6t, [6itd is not comparable to it.93
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The ablative le¢, lec is found
in some of the eastern dia-
lects and also in the north-
western dialect (Sebeok -
Raun 1956:14). ¢ at the end
is the unproductive elative
< "tA (see marginal note 83).
The suffix no, njis that of the
unproductive inessive, which
occurs in a couple dozen ad-
verbs and postpositions, and
it goes back to Finno-Ugric
*nA.

Some Mari dialects have voc-
ative suffixes j, kaj borrowed
from the Turkic languages;
they usually occur in kinship
terms and names of close rel-
atives (Bereczki 2002: 42).

In standard Hill Mari the
form wld is used, but in the
dialects two-syllable forms
with a schwa are also found.
Mari (as the Permic lan-
guages) has lost the origi-
nal Finno-Ugric plural sign
t in nouns. Mari has adopt-
ed new plural suffixes from
neighbouring languages,
among them wld in Hill Mari
and wlak in the eastern dia-
lects, which both trace back
to a Turkic word meaning
‘group; herd’. (Cf. Luutonen

1997: 56-57.)
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According to modern gram-
mars, Hill Mari has 10 cas-
es: in addition to the nomi-
native, genitive, accusative,
dative, illative, inessive and
caritive described by Cast- Fup
rén, there are also the lative

(suffix e$), modal-compar- Declension

ative (la, ld borrowed from

the Turkic languages) and § 13 Thus substantives follow this paradigm in

comitative (ge, ke) (cf. Alho- the Cheremis language:94

niemi 1993: 48; Vikstrom -

Zorina 2010). Savatkova Nominative -

(2002: 94) adds an addition- Genitive -orn

al causative (lanen, ldnen) to Accusative m

these (see D. above). Dative lan, ldn

In the original “can be either Illative ska, sk3

aord, e Inessive Sta, St

In the original Jumavyld. Ablative kic, gac

According to Ramstedt’s Superlqt@ve kadc, gadc

texts (1902) the first vowel Caritive te, de
Instructive ton, don or n

of the plural suffix is always

a front schwa regardless of
the quality of the preceding n.g. If the §tem ends in a consonant, the suf-

vowel. " fix can not be diretly attached to it and an
extra vowel has to be added, which can be either
a2 or J depending on the hard or smooth vowel
of the §tem.95

§ 14 In order to illustrate the above scheme
which applies to all nouns, some examples
are now given.

Singular Plural
Nom. Joma Nom. Fomaviliao6
‘God’
Gen. Fomao, Gen. Jomavili or
Foman Fumavilin
Acc. Fomom Acc. Fomoavilim
Dat. Jamoalan Dat. Jomoavililin
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@158
lat. Jomaska Mlat. FJomovildsks
Iness. Fomasta Iness. FJomovilists
Abl. FJomagic Abl. FJomoavilagic
Superl. Jomagad¢  Superl. FJomavildagade
Carit. Jomade Carit. Jomovildde
Instr. Jomadon Instr. FJamovilidon
2.
Singular Plural
Nom. Port Nom. Pértvila
‘house’
Gen. Port, Portsn Gen. Portvild or -vilin
Acc. Portim Acc. Portvilim
Dat. Portlin Dat. Portvildldn
Mlat. Portssks Ilat. Portvilasks
Iness. Port3sts Iness. Portvilasts
Abl Portkic Abl Portvilagic
Superl. Portkad¢  Superl. Portvilagadc
Carit. | Porte (instead Carit. Portvildde
of portte)
Instr. | Porton (instead Instr. Portvildadon
of portton)
3.
Singular Plural
Nom. Symbel Nom. Symbelvili
‘brother’
Gen. Symbel, Gen. Symbelvili
Symbelin _or -v3ldn
Acc. Symbeldmo7 Acc. Symbelvilim
Dat. Symbeldno8 Dat. | Symbelvililin
Mlat. 5ymbel§ké’ Illat. 5ymbelvé’lc’i§k5
Iness. Symbelsts Iness. Symbelvilists
AbL Symbelkic Abl. | Symbelviligic
Superl. | Symbelkadé Superl. | Symbelviligade
Carit. Symbelde Carit. Symbelvslide
Instr. Symbeldon Instr. | Symbelvslidon
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In the original Symbelm.
Should be Symbellin.



99  The suffix rak, rdk has been
borrowed from the neigh-
bouring Turkic languages,
where it has the function
of comparative (cf. Bereczki
2002: 60-61).

100 Usually in Hill Mari pura
‘good’.
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B. Adjectives
Declension

§ 15 The adjectives in Cheremis are declined in
the same way as substantives, e.g., jazo ‘ex-
cellent’, acc. jazom, dat. jaZolan, abl. jazogic, pl.
jazovild. But if they occur as attributes to nouns
they are not declined, e.g., jazo edem ‘an excellent
person’, dat. jazo edemldn, pl. jaZo edemvild.

Degree of comparison

§ 16 The comparison in Cheremis, as in many

other Finnish languages, is incomplete. If
the adjetive is used alone, i.e. without mention-
ing the standard of comparison, then the compara-
tive is expressed with the diminutive?? ending rak,
rdk, e.g., kuzarak Symbel ‘taller brother’ or ‘tallish
(Ru. domeosamuiii) brother’, pingsdirdik edem ‘$tin-
gier, a bit Stingy person’. But if the diminutives
with rak, rdk are joined with another component
part of sentence in the ablative case, then they get
both the meaning of comparative and diminutive,
e.g., manjgicem kogorak ‘a little taller than me’,
Symbelgic pingidirik ‘a little Stronger than the
brother’. Furthermore, a positive degree construct-
ed in the same way with the ablative can take the
funétion of comparative, e.g., minjgicem bur©°
‘better than me’, Symbelgic kogo ‘bigger than the
brother’. — In Cheremis the superlative is expressed
periphrastically with the adverbs pis or proc ‘very’,
or with a pronoun borrowed from Russian samoj,
e.g., pis, proc, samoj jazo ‘most excellent’.
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C. Numerals
Cardinals

§ 17 Some cardinals in Cheremis have two end-

ings: one long, the other short. The long one
is used when the numeral §tands alone, i.e. without
a noun in the sentence; but if a noun follows it, the
shorter form is used.

The double forms are found in cardinals 1, 2,
etc. until 7, which are the original cardinals, both
here and in other Finnish languages. The Cheremis
cardinals are:

1. Iktst (ikt3) Ik

2. Koktat (kokta) Kok

3. Komot Kom

4. Nislst N3l

5. Vizit Vic

6. Kudoat Kut

7. Samit Ssm

8. Kdndayss

9. Indeyss
10. Lu Luatiot
11. Luat iktst Luat ik
12. Luat koktat Luat kok
13. Luat komat Luat kom
14. Luat nalst Luat n3l
15. | Luat v3z3t (Lucka) Luat vic
16. Luat kudoat Luat ut
17. Luat simst Luat $im
18. Luat kdanddyss
19. Luat andeyss
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The form luat is a misprint
or an error: [u does not have
a longer form. The at which
can be seen in the names of
the numbers 1119 is a clitic
denoting ‘and’.
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102 The word for kopeck is ar
< ur ‘squirrel’.

@18 &

20. Kokl

30. Koamla

40. N5l (N5llu)

50. Vizls (Vizlu)

60. Kutlu

70. Ssmlu

8o. Kanddayslu

90. Indeyslu
100. Syds
200. Kok syds
300. Kom $yds
400. Nil syds
500. Vit Syds
600. Kut Syds
700. Sim $yds
80o0. Kanddy syds
900. Indey Syds

1000. Tizem

5. The Kazan' Grammar mentions that in money

counting instead of lu $ydir ‘10 roubles’ (i.e.
ten hundred kopecks'©?) people prefer saying
tsZzem ur ‘thousand kopecks’; and in§tead of
Syds $ydsr ‘hundred roubles’ they say mesak
oksa ‘a sack of money’.

N.
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§ 18 Cardinals without an accompanying sub-

$tantive are declined regularly, e.g., ikt
dat. ikt3lin, koktalan, koamoatlan, nlsldn, lulan, acc.
vizitim, kudatam, $matsm, pl. iktivila, koktavild,
komoatvild, etc. Combined with a noun, cardinals
are regarded as adjectives and therefore they are
not declined.

Ordinals

§ Ordinals are formed in various ways.

Namely, the two first ordinal numbers are
expressed with independent words as in most lan-
guages: partdri or partdrisi ‘first’, vesi ‘second’.
The ordinals from three to seven are formed from
cardinals by using the ending ms$35'°3, e.g., kamsa
‘third’, nilimss ‘fourth’, vizimss ‘fifth’, kudomso
‘sixth’, $5ms$5 ‘seventh’©4. To other ordinals the
suffix 5 (85)'°5 is attached diretly after the car-
dinal, e.g., kdnddysizs ‘eighth’, luza ‘tenth’, luat
ikt5ts5 ‘eleventh’, etc.

Collectives and distributives

§ 20 Colle¢tives and distributives are formed as

in Finnish, Zyrian and other languages by
adding the case ending of instructive n, an, 5n to
cardinals, e.g., koktan ‘the two of us’, kamaton ‘in a
group of three’, n3lstsn, kanddyssn, lun, etc.
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The ending has two variants
according to vowel harmo-
ny: ms3 and msa.

The forms komsa and $3ms3
have a shorter variant of
the suffix, which can also be
used with the numbers 1 and
2: iks3 ‘“first’ and koksa ‘sec-
ond’ (Savatkova 2002: 151-
152).

And 23, Sa, respectively.
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‘layer’.

Castrén’s etymology is in-
correct: both words are of
Finno-Ugric origin but not
related to each other (UEW
353, 412).

‘(one) time’.

The clitic ak, dk, borrowed
from Chuvash, functions
as a coordinating element,
when attached to paired
members of an expression
(cf. Fedotov 1965: 39; Saari-
nen 1986: 42—46).
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Multiplicatives

§ 21 Multiplicatives are formed by combining

cardinals with pad¢as©® (from padé ‘tail,
end’)'°7, e.g., kokpadéas ‘twofold’, kambadcéas
‘threefold’, nilbadéas ‘fourfold’, lubadéas ‘tenfold’,
etc. According to the Kazan' Grammar, multipli-
catives can also be expressed with the genitive of
cardinals, e.g., koktan ‘twofold’, luan ‘tenfold’, etc.

Iteratives and temporals

Both iteratives and temporals take the

ending kana (kanak), gana (ganak), kdnd
(kdndk), gdnd, (gdndk)'©8. Iteratives attach this
ending to cardinals and temporals to ordinals,
e.g. ikdand or ikdndk ‘once’, pirtdrigdnd or -gdndk
‘first time’, kokana or kokanak ‘twice’, weskdnd or
-kdndk ‘second time’, kamgana or komganak ‘three
times’, kom$agana or -ganak ‘third time’.

Fractions

§ 2 The following words are used for express-
ing fractions (fractional numbers): pels,
pelik ‘half’ and pai ‘part’, e.g., pels ‘half’, iktik
peldk©® ‘one and a half’, koktak pelik ‘two and a
half’, n3lstdik peldk ‘three and a half’, kam bai ‘one
third’, n3l bai ‘one fourth’, vic pai ‘one fifth’, etc.
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D. Pronouns
Personal pronouns

§ 24 The personal pronouns are: minj T
(Fi. minad), pl. md ‘we’ (Fi. me), tdnj ‘you
(sg.)’ (Fi. sind, or, if the original form is considered:
tind), pl. td ‘you’ (Fi. te), tids (t3d3) ‘this’ (Fi. tamad),
pl. nind (ndnd) ‘those’ (Fi. ndmd)."'° In the plural,
personal pronouns can also take the plural end-
ing v3ld. The declension of personal pronouns,
especially of the first and second persons is both
incomplete and irregular, and it deviates from the
general paradigmatic declension; the pronouns
manj and tnj, however, do take some of the nor-
mal case suffixes. They are declined as follows:

Singular
Nom. Minj ‘T T3nj ‘you’ T3d3 ‘s/he’
Gen. Mbinjsn Tsnjsn Tsdsn
Acc. Minsm Tnamm Tsdsm
Dat. Mildn Tsldt Tsdslin
Abl. | Mbjnjgicem  Tinjgicet Tidsgic
Superl. | Mjnjgadcem TinjgadCet Tidsgad¢
Instr. | Mbdanjdonem  Tinjdonet Tidsdon
Plural
Nom. | Md or mdvald Td or tdvild Nind or nanivild
Gen. | Mdmndnor  Tdamddn Ninan
mdnmdn or tanddn
Acc. | Mdmndmor Tdmddm Ninim
mdnmdm  or tdnddm
Dat. Madldnd Taldndd Ninilin
AbL Mdgicnd Tagictd Ninsgic
Superl.  Mdgadcéna  Tdgadcta Ninigad¢
Instr. Mddonna Tddonda Ninadon

47

110

111

Castrén gives two forms as
variants of both the third
person singular and plural.
They are, however, in both
cases two different demon-
strative pronouns with dif-
ferent etymologies: his tidd
(tids < Uralic *td ‘this’) is
‘this’, tedd (t3d3 < Uralic *to
‘that’) ‘that; it, s/he’, and
nind (nind < Finno-Permic
*nd ‘this’) ‘these’, nend (nsns
< Finno-Volgaic *no ‘that’)
‘those; they’ (UEW 300, 306,
513, 526-527).

For some reason Castrén
omits the sign of palataliza-
tion in the accusative of the
first and second persons plu-
ral; in the original as well as
in the Swedish manuscript:
minim, tinim (cf. the geni-
tive).
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Mari allows for double case
marking with the genitive:
another case ending (often
that of a local case) can be
added after the genitive suf-
fix. In this instance, the gen-
itive-form modifier assumes
the noun phrase head posi-
tion and the subsequent case
suffix is attached directly to
it. (Cf. Alhoniemi 1993: 51,
79-80.)
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. The other cases are formed with postposi-

tions, e.g., minj vikem ‘to me’, minj vilnem
‘in me’, tinj viket, vilnet ‘to you, in you’,
manjgicem basna ‘without me’, tagiéltd basna
‘without you (pl.)’, etc.

N

Possessives

§ 25 Possessive pronouns are expressed with

personal pronouns in the genitive case.
Thus they are: mdnjin ‘my’, tinjsn ‘your’, tidin
‘his/her’, mdnmdn ‘our’, tdnddn ‘your’, ninin
‘their’. Their infletion follows totally that of other
nouns. E.g., mdnjan, gen. manjinan, acc. manjinim,
dat. manjsnldn, pl. manjsnvild, etc.'?

Reflexives
§ 2 The reflexive pronoun ske ‘self’ (Fi. itse)

adapts the declension of personal pronouns
in the following way:
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113 Castrén explains this form
as influence from the 2nd
person. However, here the
d is a pleonastic consonant

@ 23 % which emerges between
3 o
a nasal and a sibilant, see

Singular above under § 5. Consonant
L N 3. alternations.
Nom. Minj ske Tsnj ske T5d5 ske
‘myself’ ‘yourself’ ‘him/herself’
Gen. Skimsn Skimedin Sksmaszin
Acc. Skimsm Skimedim Skimdzsm ® 13
Slinem ** Slinet Slindzs
Dat. . 5 5
& Skslinem  \ Skslanet \ Sksldndzs
AbL Skigicem Skigicet Skigacszs
Superl. Skigadéem Skigadcet Skigadcaza
Instr. Skidonem Skidonet Skidondza
Plural
M ske Td ske Nins ske
Nom.
oM { N skevsla \ Ta Skevsld \ Nin3 skevla
Gen. Skimndn Skimdin Skim3astsn
Acc. Skimndm Skimddam Skimistsm

Slind Slinda Slansst
Dat. . . .
W Sksvslng | Sksvslanda \ Sksvelansst
AbL | [ Skigdend ¢ Skigictd - Skigscdst
Skivildgicnd ' Skivilagictd ' Skavildagicist
Skidonna Skidonda Skidonast
{s {s {s

Instr. ksvilddonna ' Skiviladonda ‘' Skivilddonast

* This is formed from the second person.

*© The singular forms of dative $ldnem, $ldnet and
plural slind are shortened forms of skildnem, skildnet,
Skildnd, respeltively.
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In § 28 and § 29 “suffixes” re-
fer to possessive suffixes.
Here Castrén uses “personal
suffixes” to indicate posses-
sive suffixes.

Le.aschwa: aor 3
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§ 27 The substantive ske is the origin of the
reflexive adjectives: $kimi or Skimemin,
Skimedin, skdmazin, skandn, skimddn, skimastin
‘mine, yours, his/hers’, etc. All that was said about
possessive adjetives in § 25 applies to these, too.

Suffixes'14

§ 28 Neither possessive nor reflexive adjectives

are Cheremis in origin, as they are missing
from other Finnish languages, too. Instead, either
the genitive of personal pronouns is used, or the
so-called personal suffixes'’5. They also exist in
Cheremis and can be used either with or without
a preceding personal pronoun, substantive or ad-
jective. E.g., dtjam, manj dtjam, manjn dtjam ‘my
father’. The suffixes in Cheremis are:

1 2 3
Sing. m t b Z]
Plur. | na (nd) da (dd) st

In the fir§t and second person singular, an e is
added to the noun before the suffix irrespective of
whether the stem ends in a vowel or a consonant.
In the latter case the e is obligatory for pronun-
ciation, but in the former case it is pleonastic and
can be omitted, e.g., dtjdem or dtjdm ‘my father’,
datjdet or dtjdt ‘your father’. In the suffixes of all
other persons, the linking vowel always vanishes,
when pronunciation allows it. In nouns ending
in €9, this vowel is prolonged in the fir§t- and
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second-person singular forms. If the last vowel of
the stem lacks stress and is a schwa, it is omitted
in the first and second persons, but it remains in
other persons. E.g., korna ‘road’, kornem ‘my road’,
kornet ‘your road’, kornaza ‘his/her road’. In gen-
eral, nouns ending in consonants always add an
extra vowel to suffixes where several consonants
would otherwise collide.
§ 29 The suffixes in Cheremis can be attached
both to nominal stems and case endings. In
the nominative and accusative singular, they are
attached to the §tem, but in all other cases in sin-
gular they can be attached to both. In the plural,
however, the suffixes can be attached 1. to the §tem,
2. to the plural marker, 3. to the case suffix except
for nominative and accusative in a way that can be
seen in the following examples:!'7
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The order of morphemes in
Mari is rather free, especial-
ly in the plural (cf. Luutonen
1997), however, Castrén’s ta-
bles of possible combina-
tions exceed those of any
other grammar.
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Examples: imni ‘horse’, port
‘house, hut’.

In the printed version of
EGT, stress is marked in
only a couple of forms.
Here the accent mark is giv-
en according to the Swedish
manuscript. Castrén always
writes imni, even though
the n is palatalized (7).
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Nouns in Singular?!8

With personal suffix in singular

1. 2. 3.
S 3
Nominative { Imnlfzm ? { Imm?t Imnizs
Imnim Imnit
Portem Portet Portss
Imniéman } Imniéd:}’n}
Genitive { Imnimsn {Imnidé'n { Imnizsn
Imninem Imninet Imnindzs
{ Portéman { Portédsn { Portsan
Portinem Portinet Portindzs
Accusative {Imniémé'm {Imniédéim
Imnimém Imnidsm Imnizim
Portémam Portédsm Portssm
Imniémlin } Imniétlin }
Dative { Imnimlin Imnitlin { Imnizlin
Imnildnem Imnildnet ‘Imnilindzs
{ Portemlin Portetlin Portsslin
Portlinem Portlinet  Portlindzs
Imniem§§ké’} Imniet5§k§}
Ilative { Imnimesk3 { Imnitisks { Imnizssks
Imniskem Imnisket Imniskszs
Portemasks | Portetssks Portsssks
Portiskem Portssket ~ Portdskszs
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[Nouns in Singular]

With personal suffix in plural

1. 2. 3.
Imnind Imnida Imnist
Portnd Portdrzo Portist

Imniddn { Imnistin

Imnindn P P
{ Imnindd Imninast

Périndin { Portdin { Portistin
Portindd Portansst

Imnindm Imniddm  Imnistim
Portndm Portam Portastim

Imnindldn {Imniddlc'z'n { Imnistlin
Imnildnd21 * Imnildndd * Imnildnst

Péortndldn { Portdldn {Pbrt§§tldn

Portlind Portliandd
Imnindsks { Imniddsks
Imnisksnd ‘Imniskada
Portndsks { Portdsks

Portsskina ‘ Portiskada
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Portlinast

{ Imnistssks
Imnisk3st

{ Portsstisks

Portsskast

120
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A shortened form: porttd >
portd. Similar contracted
forms often appear in this
paradigm.

A shortened form of imni-
lanna.
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Inessive

Ablative

Superlative

Instructive

Caritive

&g 28 4
Imnieméiitéi} Imnietdsts }
{ Imnimests Imnitist { Imnizasts
Imnistem Imnistet Imnistdzs
{ Portemasts { Portetssts { Portsasts
Portistem Portistet Portistdzs
Imniemgic ! Imnietgic )
{ Imnimgic { Imnitgic Imnizgic
Imnigicem ° Imnigicet ° Imnigicizd
{ Portemgic { Portetgic { Portsagic
Péortkscem Portkscet Portkscszs
Imniemgadé} Imnietkadé}
Imnimgadc -~ § Imnitkad¢ { Imnizgadc
Imnigadcem ° Imnigadcet *Imnigadcaza
{Pb'rtemgadé { Portetkadc { Portsigadc
Portkadéem * Portkadcet * PortkadcazZa
Imniemdon} Imnieton }
{ Imnimdon { Imniton { Imnizdon
Imnidonem ° Imnidonet ' Imnidondza
{ Portemdon { Porteton { Portsidon
Portonem Portonet Pértondza
Imniemde } Imniete } Imnizde
{ Imnimde Imnite
Imnidem Imnidet Imnidezs
Portemde Portete Portside
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{ Imnindsts
Imnistina

{ Portndsts
Portastond

{ Imnindgic
Imnigicnad

{ Portndgic
Portkicnd

{ Imnindgadc
Imnigadcna

{ Pértndgadé
Portkadcéna

{ Imninddon

Imnidonanai22

{ Portnddon
Portonana

{ Imnindde
Imnidend

{ Portndde
Portend
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{ Imniddsts

Imnistida
{ Portdsts

Portastada

{ Imniddgic
Imnigictd

{ Portdgic
Portkictd

{ Imniddgadc
Imnigadcta

{ Pértdgadé
Portkadcta

{ Imnidddon
Imnidonada

{ Péortdadon
Pértonada

{ Imniddde
Imnidedd

{ Portdde
Portedd
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{ Imnistasts
Imnistast
{ Portastasts

Portastast

Imnistksc
Imnigicast
Portistkic
Portkscast

{ Imnistkadc
Imnigadcast

{ Portsstkade
Portkadcast

{ Imniston
Imnidonast
{ Portiston
Portonast
{ Imniste
Imnidest

{ Portasts
Portedsst

These instructive forms,
which Castrén writes imni-
donana, portonada, etc.,
show the longer variant of
the original postposition
(cf. § 10. K. above and mar-
ginal note 87).



ELEMENTA GRAMMATICES TSCHEREMISS A&

@& 30 &

Nouns in plural

With personal suffix in singular

1. 2. 3.
o Imniemvili } Imnietvild }
Nominative { Imnimvsld { Imnitvild { Imnizsvili
Imnivilim Imnivaldt Imnivilizs
{ Portemvili { Portetvili { Portsavala
Portvilam Portvalat Portvilazs
Imniemvalin } Imnietvilin }
Genitive [ Imnimvilin [ Imnitvilin Imnizivilin
Imnivaldman Imnivilddan Imnivilizan
Imnivilinem Imnivilinet Imnivilindzs
Portemvilin Portetvilin Portsavalin
{ Portvilaman { Portviladsn { Portvilazan
Portvilinem Portvilinet Portvilindzs
Imniemvildim } Imnietvilim }
Accusative { Imnimvilim { Imnitvildim { Imnizivilim
Imnivildmdm Imnivilidim Imnivilizom
{ Portemvilim { Portetvalim { Portssvalim
Portvilamam Portviladsm Portvilazim
Imniemvéldldn} Imnietvilildn !

Dative ( Imnimvaldldn [ Imnitvildlin Imnizvalildn
Imnivildmldn Imnivildtlin Imnivaldzldn
Imnivilildnem \ Imnivildldnet ~Imnivaldlindzs
Portemvildldn | Portetvalildn Portssvalildn

{ Portvilamlin { Portvildatlin Portvilazlin
Portvilildnem ° Portvildldnet * Portvaldlindzs
Imniemvéild§ké§} Imnietvilisks }

Ilative l Imnimvilasks [ Imnitvalisks Imnizvilisks
Imnivildmasks | Imnivalddisks | Imnivalazisks
Imniviliskem Imnivildsket Imnivilaskszs

etc. etc.
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[Nouns in plural]

With personal suffix in plural

1. 2. 3.
{ Imnindvald Imnidavila Imnistvila
Imnivildnd Imnivildda Imnivslast

{ Portndvald
Portvildand

Imnindvaildn
Imnivildndn
Imnivildnd

Portvildndn

{ Portndvalin
Portvildand

{ Imnindvilim

Imnivilindm

{ Portndvslam
Portvilandm

{ Portavala
Portvildda

Imniddvilin
Imnivildddn
Imnivildndad

Portvildadin

{ Portavsldan
Portvilindd

{ Imniddavilim
Imnivilidim

{ Portdvilim
Portvilidiam

{ Portsstvaldi
Portvaldst

Imnistvildn
Imnivildstin
Imnivilinast

Portistvalin
{ Portvaldastin
Portvilanist
{ Imnistvilam
Imnivildstin
{ Portsstvalaim
Portvsldastim

Imnindavildldan (Imniddvildlan  Imnistvalildn
Imnivildndldan | Imniviladdldn | Imnivaldstlin

Imnivildldansst
Portastvilalan
Portvsldstlin
Portvaldlanast

Imnistvildasks

Imnivililindg ~ Imnivildlindd
Portndvaldlan , Portdvaldldn
Portvildandldan { Portvildddldan
Portvililindg ° Portvildldndd
Imnindvsldasks  Imniddavildasks
{ Imnivilindsks | Imniviladasks { Imnivildastssks
Imnivildaskind ~ Imnivilasksdd

etc. etc.
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The plural suffix mat is more
widely used in Meadow-
Eastern Mari, where it ex-
presses group plural, ie. a
qualitatively ~ heterogene-
ous group of people bound
by some spatial or family
relations (Alhoniemi 1993:
70). According to Savatko-
va (2002: 90), in Hill Mari
mat is used as a normal plu-
ral marker without semantic
restrictions but only in some
of the dialects spoken on the
left bank of the River Volga.
It does not follow vowel har-
mony.

As can be seen in the fol-
lowing paradigms, the suf-
fix moat is placed between
the possessive suffix and the
case ending.

The m of the first-person-
singular possessive suffix is
elided with the initial m of
the plural ending mot.
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N.p. In order to avoid unnecessary minuteness,
the rest of the cases can be left out, as their
inflection can be unders§tood on the basis of the
given paradigms. It must be $tated here that in
the plural case forms with suffixes, mat can also
be used instead of v3ld.123 It is always placed be-
tween the §tem with personal suffix and the case
ending. Otherwise its declension is regular.124

1. 2. 3.
Nominative { Imniemoati25 { Imnietmat
(Sing. suff.) Imnimat Imnitmat ImniZmot
(Plur. suff) Imnindmot Imniddmat  Imnistmat

Genitive { Imniemataon { Imnietmatan
(Sing. suff.) Imnimoaton Imnitmaton ImniZmoton
(Plur. suft) | Imnindmaton Imniddimoaton Imnistmaton
Accusative { Imniematom {Imnietmatam
(Sing. suff.) Imnimoatom ° Imnitmatom ImniZmatom
(Plur. suft)) | Imnindmotam Imnididmatom Imnistmoatam

Dative { Imniemotlin {Imnietmatldn
(Sing. suff.) Imnimoatlin ' Imnitmotlin
etc. etc.

Furthermore, even the usual plural marker vild
can take the ending mat in forms with personal
suffixes. In such instances the suffix is attached di-
reftly after vild, e.g., imnivildmat, imnivildtmat,

etc.
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Demonstratives

§ 30 The demonstrative pronouns are: sed3 ‘that,

it’ (Fi. se), Pl. sedivild, and tids (ti) ‘that,
s/he’126, They can be used both as personal and
as demonstrative pronouns. They can be inflected
quite regularly, but they lack the same cases as per-
sonal pronouns.

Interrogatives

§ 31 The original interrogative pronouns in the

language are: kii ‘who’ (Fi. ku, ke)?7, pl.
kivild; ma ‘what’ (Fi. mi), pl. mav3ld, which are
inflected in the following way:

Singular
Nom. Ky Ma
Gen. Kyn Man
Acc. Kym Mam
Dat. Kylin Malan

Abl. | Kygicor kyngic  Magic or mangic
Superl.  Kygad¢ or kyngad¢ Magadc or mangadc
Instr. | Kydon or kyndon  Madon or mandon

Plural
Nom. Kyvila Mavsli
Gen. Kyvslin Mavslin
Acc. Kyvilim Mavislim
Dat. Kyvislalin Mavslilin
Abl. Kyvildgic Mavisldgic
Superl. Kyvsldgadc Mavsldgadc
Instr. Kyvslddon Mavslddon
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Should read ‘this’.
Kyis related to Finnish ke(n),
not ku (SSA 1: 342).
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This form does not seem to
exist in modern Mari.

In modern Hill Mari nigyqt.
The form nigy also appears
in the same meaning but
without the clitic dt.

In modern grammars, this
mood is called the desidera-
tive, and it expresses desire
to do something.

Actually, Hill Mari has two
simple preterites: of these,
the first one expresses self
experienced action, and the
second, among others, evi-
dentiality. As Castrén main-
ly used biblical texts, he very
seldom came across forms of
the first preterite. Thus the
past tense he describes in his
grammar is the second pret-
erite. Castrén interprets the
forms of the first preterite
found in the Kazan' gram-
mar as dialectal variants.
Mari also has four com-
pound past tenses, but they
are not mentioned in EGT.
‘to be, to become’.
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Derived pronouns

§ 39 Of these other interrogative, relative, in-
definite, negative pronouns are formed by
means of derivation and composition, such as:
kada, kadaza ‘who, which’, mads*2® ‘which’, mazara,
manjara ‘which in order; how big’, maganja ‘what
kind of’, tegenji ‘this kind of’, ki ginjdt, kada
ganjat, kadaza ginjit ‘somebody’, ma ginjdit, mada
ganjat ‘something’, nigyat?9 ‘nobody’, nimat
‘nothing’, etc. In pronouns formed with ginjdt, the
main word is declined, whereas the clitic ginjdt
remains undeclined. In the negative nigyat, nimat
pronouns, nigy and nima are declined and at or dt
are attached to the case ending, e.g., dat. nigyldnadt,
nimalanat, acc. nigymdt, nimamat, and so forth.

IV Verbs

General characteristics

§ 33 The general characteristics of the verb in

Cheremis include: 1. a double inflexion, af-
firmative and negative; 2. six moods, namely, in-
dicative, optative'3°, imperative, infinitive, gerund,
participle; 3. two tenses: present and preterite;'3!
4. two numbers and three persons. Passive forms do
not exist, conjunctive is expressed with conjunc-
tive particles, future tense is expressed with either
the present or the auxiliary verb lidm'32. Only the
infinitive has a special future form derived from
the present infinitive. The preterite only occurs in
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