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This form does not seem to
exist in modern Mari.

In modern Hill Mari nigyqt.
The form nigy also appears
in the same meaning but
without the clitic dt.

In modern grammars, this
mood is called the desidera-
tive, and it expresses desire
to do something.

Actually, Hill Mari has two
simple preterites: of these,
the first one expresses self
experienced action, and the
second, among others, evi-
dentiality. As Castrén main-
ly used biblical texts, he very
seldom came across forms of
the first preterite. Thus the
past tense he describes in his
grammar is the second pret-
erite. Castrén interprets the
forms of the first preterite
found in the Kazan' gram-
mar as dialectal variants.
Mari also has four com-
pound past tenses, but they
are not mentioned in EGT.
‘to be, to become’.
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Derived pronouns

§ 39 Of these other interrogative, relative, in-
definite, negative pronouns are formed by
means of derivation and composition, such as:
kada, kadaza ‘who, which’, mads*2® ‘which’, mazara,
manjara ‘which in order; how big’, maganja ‘what
kind of’, tegenji ‘this kind of’, ki ginjdt, kada
ganjat, kadaza ginjit ‘somebody’, ma ginjdit, mada
ganjat ‘something’, nigyat?9 ‘nobody’, nimat
‘nothing’, etc. In pronouns formed with ginjdt, the
main word is declined, whereas the clitic ginjdt
remains undeclined. In the negative nigyat, nimat
pronouns, nigy and nima are declined and at or dt
are attached to the case ending, e.g., dat. nigyldnadt,
nimalanat, acc. nigymdt, nimamat, and so forth.

IV Verbs

General characteristics

§ 33 The general characteristics of the verb in

Cheremis include: 1. a double inflexion, af-
firmative and negative; 2. six moods, namely, in-
dicative, optative'3°, imperative, infinitive, gerund,
participle; 3. two tenses: present and preterite;'3!
4. two numbers and three persons. Passive forms do
not exist, conjunctive is expressed with conjunc-
tive particles, future tense is expressed with either
the present or the auxiliary verb lidm'32. Only the
infinitive has a special future form derived from
the present infinitive. The preterite only occurs in
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the indicative, gerund and participle. The Kazan’
grammar gives some verbs two preterites; but per-
haps one of them is based on some dialectal varia-
tion, which is unknown to me. The participle forms
can also be used as verbal nouns, present as actor,
preterite as aét.

Conjugation

§ 34 The first person singular in Cheremis verbs
ends either in am, dm or in em. In this
respe¢t they are divided into two conjugations:
1. those which have a §tem ending in a, d; 2. the
ones whose stem ends in e. The former ones pre-
serve a and d in the indicative present tense and
preterite.’33 In other moods the last vowel of the
Stem is omitted, unless, by chance, the clash of sev-
eral consonants requires it to remain. The Stem-
final vowel is also omitted in verbs ending in a
diphthong in the whole ind. preterite and in the
ind. present plural; these forms are derived from
the 2nd person imperative.’34 In the second con-
jugation the final vowel of the stem is always pre-
served as such in indicative present and preterite,
often also in the second person singular of the im-
perative.'35 The most essential differences between
the two conjugations are: 1. the 3rd person singular
of the indicative present tense ends in es$ in the first
conjugation, but in the second in g, d; 2. the con-
sonant clusters in the first conjugation are avoided
by omitting the last consonant, whereas in the sec-
ond by adding an auxiliary vowel, etc.
§ 35 The general scheme of verbal conjugation
is as follows:
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Actually, the a or d is pre-
served only in 1sG and 2sG
of the present tense; in the
other forms of the present
and in the preterite the vow-
el changes into a schwa:
ao0r a.

The form of the 2nd person
imperative is the pure con-
sonant stem. The first or so-
called am conjugation uses
both vowel and consonant
stems, whereas in the sec-
ond conjugation only vowel
stems are possible.

The stem vowel is a or d also
in 3pL of the present tense,
whereas in the imperative it
is a schwa.



136 Both variants zo and Z5 are
used according to vowel
harmony.

137 According to Hill Mari vow-
el harmony rules, after e the
following syllables should
have front vowels. As the
(second) preterite is origi-
nally a compound form of
the gerund ending in a/3n
and alam ‘be’, the variation
mentioned in Castrén’s foot-
note might have historical
roots.
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1st Conjugation
1. Indicative
Present tense

2nd Conjugation

Sing. 1. -am, am Sing. 1. -em

2. -at, at 2. -et

3. -e$ 3. -a,d
Plur. 1. -ana (na), 3nd (na) Plur.1. | -end

2. -ada (da), 3dd (da) 2. | -edd

3. -aot, at, t 3. | -at, dat

Preterite

Sing. 1. -anam (nam), ndm (ndm) Sing. 1. | -endm ™

2. | -onat (nat), sndt (ndt) 2. | -endt

3. -an, an, n . -en
Plur. 1. -onana * (nona), Plur. 1. | -endnd ***

snand * (nand)
2. -anada * (nada), 2. | -enddd **®
snada ® (n3dd)
3. -anat (nat), dnat (nat) 3. | -endt
2. Optative

Sing. 1. -nem Sing. 1. | -nem

2. -net 2. | -net

. -nezj .| -nezi

Plur. 1. -nend Plur.1. | -nend

2. -nedd 2. | -nedd

3. -nest 3. | -nest

3. Imperative
Sing. 2. - Sing. 2. -
. -Z3 3. -25136

Plur. 2. -da, di Plur. 2. | -da, di

3. -St 3. -St

* These endings are usually shortened to annd, dnnd, anda,
jndd because of a sharp last syllable.
* We have also heard endings: enam, enat, en, enana, enada,

enat.'37

*** Or: ennd, endd.
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4. Infinitive

Pres. as, ds Pres. as, ds
Fut. sas, sas Fut. sas, $ast3s8
5. Gerund
Pres. | moala, m3ld Pres. | moala, m3ldr39

maka (manga),
m3ak3 (mangd)14o

maka (manga),
maks (mang?)

6. Participle

Pres. Act. $3
Pret. Pass.

N.

Pres. Act. $3141
Pret. Pass. ma, md

mo, md

5. 1. Thelastvowel ain the 3rd person pl. pres.and

pret. indicative and in the imperative comes
near to a variety of d; as for d, it is pronounced
in almost the same places as an e. It is only this
which distinguishes 3rd person pl. pres. & pret.
indicat. from the 2nd person sg.142

The second person imperative is marked
" with the sign * because of its undefinable
ending.'43 In the first conjugation, as was already
$tated, the imperative can be shortened and end
in a vowel or a consonant; but in the second con-
jugation the imperative always ends in a vowel.
In addition to the short ending of the second
person imperative, a longer form is also used:
ma, md, pl. mada, mdadd, which is attached to the
same $tem.'44 The clitic ok can also be added to
the second persons of the imperative sing. and
pl. This ending corresponds in meaning with the
Russian enclitic particle ko, e.g., puok, puemad,
Ru. Oaiixo'45.
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The “future infinitive” is
nowadays classified as a fu-
ture-necessive participle ex-
pressing action that will
happen or has to happen.
The suffix goes back to § of
the active participle and as
of the infinitive or identi-
cal nominal derivative suf-
fix. A future participle with
the same meaning and fairly
similar appearance is found
in the neighbouring Tur-
kic languages, too. (Bereczki
2002: 116.)

The gerund expresses si-
multaneous action with the
predicate. The necessive in-
finitive found in Hill Mari
(but not included in EGT)
has the same form.

The gerund expresses ac-
tion preceding that of the
predicate. It is derived from
the passive participle and a
postposition miinko ‘after’.
(Bereczki 2002: 128.)

The active participle has two
variants according to vowel
harmony: $a, $3.

The last vowel in the 3rd
person plural of present and
preterite is a schwa, and in
this edition it has been writ-
ten with the 2 and 5 char-
acters, accordingly. In the
2nd person singular, the last
vowel is a, d, i.e. a full vowel.
In the printed version, the
asterisk found in the Swed-
ish manuscript has been re-
placed with a hyphen.

The clitic ma, md gives the
imperative a persuasive tone
(cf. Savatkova 2002: 189-
190).

‘give!’.
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In the Swedish manuscript,
Castrén gives paradigms of
four verbs: apart from the
verbs in EGT also koralam
‘T plough’, koralat, korales,
koralna, koralda, koralst,
pret. karalnam, karalnat, k-
raln, koralnana, koralnada,
karalnat, opt. koralnem,
koralnet, koralnezs, koral-
nend, koralnedd, koralnest,
imp. 2sG karal, karaloma,
koralok, 3sG koralzoa, 2pL
koralda, koralmoada, koral-
daok, 3pL koralast; inf. pres.
koralas, fut. koralsas, ger.
pres. karalmala, pret. karal-
moaka (karalmangs), part.
pres. karal$a, pret. karalma.
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§ 36 In order to get a clearer picture of the most

verbs, some paradigms are given:

First conjugation?4¢

important differences in the conjugation of

Indicative
Present tense
L 2. 3.
Sing. 1. | Ladam Sing.1. | Ldktdm Sing.1. | Jyim
Tread’ Tgo’ ‘Tdrink’
2. | Ladat 2. | Ldktat 2. | Fyat
3. | Lades 3. | Ldktes 3. Jyes
Plur.1.  Ladona Plur. 1. | Ldktsnd Plur.1. | Fynd
2. | Ladada 2. | Laktsdd 2. | Fyda
3. | Ladat 3. | Ldktst 3. Fot
Preterite
Sing. 1. | Ladanam Sing. 1. | Ldktsndm Sing. 1 | Jyndm
2. | Ladanat 2. | Ldktsndt 2. | Fynat
3. | Ladoan 3. | Ldktsn 3. Jyn
Plur.1. | Loada- Plur.1. | Ldkti- Plur.1. | Jyns-
nana * nand * na*
2. | Lado- 2. | Lakts- 2. | Jyns-
nada ™ nada ™ da™
3. | Ladonot 3. | Laktsnst 3. | Jyndt

® Or: Ladanna, Ldktinnd, Jynnd.

** Or: Ladanda, Laktindd, Jyndi
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Optative
Sing. 1.| Latnem Sing. 1.| Ldknem Sing. 1.| Jynem
2.| Latnet 2.| Ldknet 2. Jynet
3.| Lotnez3 3.|Ldknez3 3.| Jynezsar
Plur. 1.| Latnend Plur. 1.|Ldknend Plur. 1.| Jynend
2.| Latnedd 2. Ldknedd 2.| Jynedi
3.| Latnest 3.| Ldknest 3. Jynest
Imperative
Sing. 2.| Lat™ Sing. 2., Lak™ Sing. 2.| Jy™®
3.| Loatsa 3.| Ldkss 3. Jyis
Plur. 2.| Lotta™  Plur. 2.| Lakta*®  Plur. 2. Fyda*®
3.| Loadast 3. Laktast 3.0 Jyst
Infinitive
Pres.| Ladas Pres.| Laktds Pres.| Fyds
Fut.| Latsas Fut.| Laksas Fut.| Fysas
Gerund
Pres.| Latmala Pres. | Lakm3ld Pres. | Jytmsld
Pret. | Latmoka ™™  Pret.|Ldkm3k3 **®  Pret.| Jytmaks ***
Participle
Pres.act.| LoatSa  Pres.act. Ldksj  Pres.act.| Fysi
Pret. pass.| Latma Pret. pass.| Likm3 Pret. pass.| Jyms

® Or: Ladoma, Latok; Ldktimd, Likok; Jymad, Fyok.

** Or: Ladamada, Lattaok; Laktimddd, Liktdok; Jymadd,
Fydiok.

**° Or: Latmonga, Lakmdng3s, Jumangs.
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In the third persons of the
optative and imperative, the
personal endings trace back
to possessive suffixes.
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According to Hill Mari
vowel harmony, front vow-
els should always follow e,
even if the stem has back
vowels, cf. marginal note
137.

Here, Castrén gives alterna-
tive forms even for the 1st,
2nd and 3rd persons plural.
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Second conjugation
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* %K)

Indicative
Present tense
1. 2. 3.
Sing.1.| Loem Sing. 1. Tylem Sing.1.| Jalstem
‘T grasp’ ‘Tpay’ Ttie’
2. Loet 2. Tylet 2. Jalstet
3. Loa 3. Tyld 3.|  Jalsta
Plur.1.| Loend Plur. 1., Tylend Plur. 1.| Falstend
2.| Loedd 2. Tyleda 2.| JFalstedd
3. Loat 3. Tylat 3.|  Jalstat
Preterite
Sing. 1.| Loendm ™ Sing.1., Tylendm™ Sing.1.| Jalstendm ™
2. Loendt 2. Tylendt 2.| Jalstendt
3.| Loen 3.  Tylen 3.| Falsten
Plur. 1.| Loendnd *® Plur. 1.\ Tylenind *® Plur. 1.| Jalstensnd
2. Loen3dd *** 2.| Tylenddd **” 2.| Jalstendnd
3.| Loen3t 3., Tylenst 3.| Jalstenst

® Or: Loenam, Tylenam, Jalstenam; Loenat, Tylenat,
j’al§tenat;148 Loenana, Tylenona, JalStenana; Loenada,
Tylenada, Jalstenada; Loenat, Tylenat, Jalstenat.149

* Or: Loennd (Loenna), Tylennd (Tylenna), JalStennd
(Falstenna).
** Or: Loendd (Loenda), Tylendd (Tylenda), Jalstendd
(Jalstenda).
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Optative
Sing. 1.| Lonem  Sing.1.| Tylnem Sing. 1.| Jalstanem
2. Lonet 2., Tylnet 2. Jalstonem
3.|Lonezs 3. Tylnezs 3.| Jalstonezs
Plur. 1.|Lonend  Plur. 1.| Tylnend Plur. 1.| Jalstonend
2. Lonedd 2. Tylnedd 2. Jalstonedd
3.| Lonest 3.. Tylnest 3.| Jalstonest
Imperative
Sing. 2. Lo™  Sing. 2. Tyl5(Tyl)® Sing.2. Jalsta™
3.| Loza 3. Tylzs 3.| Jalstaza
Plur. 2.| Loda™ Plur. 2. Tylidd Plur. 2. Jalstadd ™™
(Tylda) *»
3.| Lost 3. Tylsst (Tylst) 3. Jalstast
Infinitive
Pres.| Loas Pres.| Tylas Pres.| Jalstas
Fut.| Losas Fut. Tylsas Fut.| Falstasas
Gerund
Pres. | Lomala Pres.| Tylm3ld Pres. | Jalstamala
Pret.|Lomaka ™™ Pret.| Tylm3k3 ™™™ Pret. Jalstomaka ™
Participle
Pres. act.| Losa Pres.act.| Tyls5  Pres.act.| Jalstasa
Pret. pass.| LomJ Pret. pass.| Tylm3 Pret. pass.| Jalstamo

® Or: Loemd, Lo’ok; Tylemd, Tyliok; Jalstemd, Jalstiok
(Falstok).

* Or: Loemddd, Lodaok; Tylemddd, Tyliddok (Tilddok);
Jalstemdda, Falstiddok.

***Qr: Lomanga, Tylming3s, Jalstamanga.
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150 For more about the condi-
tional mood in Hill Mari, see
Alhoniemi 1993: 116—118.
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§ 37 The particle alja (ilj3, 51j3) is used for ex-

pressing the conjunétive, which most
likely is of the same origin as the auxiliary verb
alam, just as the particle 6w in Russian, which,
without doubt, is derived from the same root as
the auxiliary 6wsimov. The particle alja can be added
to both the indicative and optative, e.g., tolam aljo
‘I may come’, tolnam alja ‘T would come’. The en-
clitic particle algec ‘if” is formed from the same
root alja, e.g., tolam algec ‘if I come’, tolnam algec
‘if Thad come’, tolnem algec ‘if I want to come’. In-
stead of these forms, one can, in daily speech, of-
ten hear contracted forms derived by eliminating
the suffixes of mood and person of the verb and
the first syllable of the particle algec. Combined
in this way, the combined and shortened form
is inflected here only in the usual optative; e.g.,
tolgecem ‘if I were to come’, tolgecet, tolgecsz3, pl.
tolgecnd, tolgecida, tolgecsst; further: uzgecem ‘if
I were to see’, etc. According to the Kazan’ gram-
mar these forms are common in all tenses. The
word alnezs can also be added to the indicative
and optative, it has the meaning of a conjunc-
tive particle and is actually the third person sin-
gular of the optative of the auxiliary verb alam,
e.g. tolam, tolat alnez3 ‘I, you may come’, tolnem
alnezs ‘1 would come’, tolnam aslnezs ‘1 would
have come’, etc.15°
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§ Instead of the usual ending nat, ndt in

the third person plural of the indicative
preterite, the ending eb3 occurs rather often at-
tached to the second person imperative, e.g.,
uzebi ‘they saw’, tylebi ‘they sold’, jyebs ‘they
drank’.’5! The charadteri$tic letter b occurs in the
negative conjugation, too, e.g., ak kodaleb ‘they
don’t accompany’, and, according to the Kazan’
grammar, it also occurs in the third person plural
of the present tense in the auxiliary verb ligm.
Undoubtedly, this b in the Cheremis language is
of the same origin as the paragogic ending pi (vi)
in the third person in the Finnish language.

The narrow limits that we have set for this
" booklet, prevent us from making a more ex-
tensive interpretation of the correspondences
which prevail in the verbs and their inflexions
between the Finnish and Cheremis languag-
es. Here, we only draw attention to the fact
that both languages have an optative with the
same marker ne'52; the Finnish nomen aéti also
ends in ma (md); the endings of the 1§t and 2nd
persons singular and plural are related, and in
both languages they coincide with the person-
al pronouns.
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Mari has two simple past
tenses, the 1st and 2nd pret-
erite. The former is said to
describe self-evidenced or
experienced action, where-
as the latter would bear the
meaning of evidentiality. In
the early grammars, espe-
cially in the ones by Castrén
and FJ. Wiedemann, only
the second preterite is pre-
sented, as the first preterite
seldom occurred in the text
material they used. The suf-
fix eb3 is the regular ending
of the third person plural in
the 1st preterite.

Le. the potential mood in
Finnish.
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Auxiliary verbs

§ The auxiliary verbs alam ‘T am’ and lidm
I shall be’ do not diverge from the general
conjugation scheme.

Indicative
Present tense
Sing. 1. Slam Sing.1. | Lidm
2. Alat 2. Liat
. Iles 3. Lies
Plur. 1. Alna (alona) Plur. 1. Lind
2. Alda (alada) 2. Lidd
3. Ilat 3. Lit
Preterite
Sing. 1. Slnam Sing. 1. | Lindm
2. Alnat 2. | Linat
. Alon 3. Lin
Plur.1. | Slnona (alonona Plur.1. | Lindnd
or alanna)
2. Ilnada (alonada 2. | Lin3dd
or alanda)
3. IAlnoat 3. Linst
Optative
Sing. 1. Alnem Sing. 1. | Linem
2. Alnet 2. Linet
) IAlnezs 3. | LineZs
Plur. 1. Alnend Plur. 1. | Linend
2. Alneddi 2. | Linedd
3. IAlnest 3. | Linest
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Imperative
Sing. 2. 953 Sing. 2. Li
. dlza . Lizs
Plur. 2. Alda Plur. 2. Lidad
3. Alast 3. List
Infinitive
Pres. Alas Pres. Lids
Fut. Alsas Fut. Lisas
Gerund
Pres. Almola Pres. | Limsld
Pret. Almoaka Pret. | Limaks
(Dlmanga) (Limdng3)
Participle
Pres. Also Pres. Liss
Pret. Alma Pret. Lim3
~.p. The auxiliary verb alam in common speech is

often pronounced as elam, ilam (eldm, ildm).
If the noun at times functions as a predicate,
then the auxiliary loses its first vowel as in the
Samoyed language. E.g., dtjdldm ‘T am a father’,
dtjalat, datjd, dtjdalnd, dtjalda, dtjalst, dtjalnam,
dtjilnem, etc.; ukelam, ukelnam, ukelnem,'54 etc.
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According to modern gram-
mars, the imperative can
only be formed from the
stem [i-.

Castrén does not give a
translation for these forms.
They can be translated as
‘T am not, [ was not, I did not
want to be’. Uke is, howev-
er, the negative existential
‘(there) is not’, i.e. the given
forms can literally be read as
‘there is no me, etc.” (cf. Moi-
sio — Inaba 2014: 236-238).



155 The form of the second per-
son singular of the impera-
tive is the plain verb stem.
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§ As observed above, lidm, which may origi-

nally have been a conjunctive form cor-
responding to the Finnish lienen (lien), is used as
an auxiliary for future tense, e.g., 3stds lidm T am
going to make’, jyds lidm ‘T am going to drink’.
Furthermore, the whole passive form in Cheremis
is composed from the auxiliary alam and the pas-
sive participle, e.g., kodaloma alam ‘I am accom-
panied’, kodaloma alnam ‘1 was accompanied’,
kodaloma alnem ‘I may be accompanied’ (pres.,
conj.), kodaloma lidm (fut.), etc.

Negative conjugation

§ 41 The Finnish languages generally lack nega-

tive particles and express negation with a
special form of conjugation, in such a way that
the negative is inflected, whereas the main verb
usually remains unchanged. In the Cheremis lan-
guage, the negative is infleted in the indicative,
optative and imperative. The second person singu-
lar affirmative form of the imperative>5 is added
unchanged to these, except for the 3rd person plu-
ral of the present tense, which in all these moods
takes the ending b. It is to be noted, however, that,
in the present tense, the negative is always placed
before the affirmative verb, whereas in the preter-
ite the positions are reversed. In other moods, the
affirmative verbs are inflefted according to the
general rule, and negation is expressed with the
word agal placed after the verb; this form consists
of the negative verb of the 3rd person indicative
present tense joined with the auxiliary verb. The
paradigm of negation is the following:
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Indicative
Present tense Preterite
Sing.1. | Am  Sing.1. | -telam, -delam156
2. At 2. | -telat, -delat
3. Ak 3. -te, -de
Plur. 1. Ana  Plur.1. | -telna, -delna
2. Ada 2. | -telda, -delda
3. Ak 3. | -telat, -delat
Optative
Sing.1.  Inem
2. onet
.| Inezd
Plur.1. | OInend
2. | SInedi
3. | OInest
Imperative
Sing.2. | It
3. | IndZs
Plur. 2. | Ida (Idd)
3. | OInest

§ 42 When conneéted to affirmative verbs, the

negative inflection is mostly regular. In the
indicative preterite of the verbs of the second con-
jugation, however, the final vowel of the impera-
tive'57 is often omitted if the nearby consonants
allow it. The verbs wazam ‘I fall’ and tylem ‘I pay’
are given as examples of both conjugations.
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According to modern gram-
mars, the personal ending
always has a in the 1st and
2nd person singular and
plural even though it fol-
lows a syllable with e (cf.
Alhoniemi 1993: 114; Savat-
kova 2002: 202). In EGT all
the four forms are written
with an d, but in the original
Swedish manuscript the cor-
rect forms with a are given
(as in this publication, too).
This form is based on the
negative gerund in -te fol-
lowed by the auxiliary alam.
Le. of the stem.
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Some old words have the al-
ternation -z-: -c-.

In EGT 3nest tyls (3nes tyls),
but in the Swedish manu-
script (and in this edition)
correctly.
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Indicative
Present
1 2
Sing. 1. Am vacs8  Sing. 1. Am dyls
2. At vac 2. At tyls (a tyl3)
3. Ak vac . Ak tyls
Plur. 1. Ana vac Plur. 1. Ana dyls
2. Ada vac 2. Ada tyls
3. | Ak vazeb (vaceb) 3. Ak tyleb
Preterite
Sing. 1. Vactelam Sing. 1. |Tyldelam (tylidelam)
2. Vactelat 2. | Tyldelat (tylidelat)
3. Vacte . Tylde (tylide)
Plur. 1. Vactelna Plur. 1.  Tyldelna (tyl5delna)
2. Vactelda 2. | Tyldelda (tylidelda)
3. Vactelat 3. | Tyldelat (tylidelat)
Optative
Sing. 1. Inem vac Sing.1.  Onemdyls
2. Inet vac 2. | Inet tyla (In3 tyls)
3. Inezs vac 3. Inezs dyls
Plur. 1. Inend vac Plur. 1. Inend dyls
2. Inedi vac 2. Inedd dyls
3. Inest vazeb 3. onest tyleb
(vaceb) (Ones tyleb)159
Imperative
Sing. 2. It vac Sing. 2. It tyls (I tyld)
3. ondzs vac . Indzs dyls
Plur. 2. _Ida vac Plur. 2. Ida dyls
3. Inest vazeb 3. onest tyleb
(vaceb) (Ones tyleb)
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Infinitive
Pres. Vazas(vacas) agal Pres. Tylas agal
Fut. Vacsas agal Fut. Tylsds agal
Gerund
Pres. | Vacmala agal Pres. Tylmsld agal
Pret. Vacmoaka Pres. Tylmaks
(-manga) agal (-mang3) agal
Participle
Pres. Vacsa agal Pres. Tylss agal
Pret. Vacma agal Pret. Tylm3 agal
N.g. Apart from the above given forms, the in-

dicative preterite has the following paradigm
originating in the Tatar language.'%©

Preterite
Sing. 1. Simwvac  Sing. 1. Sim dyls
2. _ Sic vac 2. Sictyls
3. S vac (95 vac) 3. | Styls (95 tyls)
Plur. 1. Snd vac Plur. 1. Snd dyls
2. Std vac 2. Std dyls
3. S vazeb (vaceb), 3. | S tyleb (35 tyleb)

(95 vazeb or vaceb)

§ 43 The auxiliary verbs alam and lidm are also
inflected regularly in the negative forms,
except for the indicative present where the stem al
of the verb alam changes into al'°* when conneéted
to the negative auxiliary.
Both auxiliaries follow here, infleéted in the
negative forms:
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This is the normal paradigm
of the first preterite (cf. mar-
ginal notes 131 and 151). It is
not of Tatar origin. The stem
vowel is 3- in the preterite,
which can only be seen in
the forms (in parentheses)
of the 3rd persons. In oth-
er persons it has been lost.
§ is originally the past tense
marker.

The form al is only found in
1pL and 2pL. The schwa is
preserved in all the singular
forms and 3pL.



162
163

‘I shall not be/become’.

In EGT all the personal end-
ings have a front vowel, but,
in the Swedish manuscript
(and here), the correct forms
with back vowels are given
(cf. marginal note 137).
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Indicative
Present
Sing. 1. Amal Sing. 1. Am lir62
‘T am not’
2. Atal 2. At li
3. Agoal 3. Ak li
Plur. 1. Anal Plur. 1. Ana li
2. Adal 2. Ada li
3. Agoaleb 3. Ak lieb
Preterite
Sing. 1. Altelam Sing. 1. Litelam163
2. Altelat 2. Litelat
3. Alte 3. Lite
Plur. 1. Altelna Plur. 1. Litelna
2. Altelda 2. Litelda
3. Altelat 3. Litelot
or:
Sing. 1. Ssm al Sing. 1. Ssm li
2. Sac al 2. Sac li
3. o5 al 3. o5 li
Plur. 1. Snd al Plur. 1. Snd li
2. Std al 2. Std li
3. 95 aleb 3. 95 lieb
Optative
Sing. 1. Inem 3l Sing.1. | Inem li
2. Inet al 2. Inet li
3. Inezs al 3. Inezs li
Plur. 1. Inend al Plur. 1. Inend li
2. Qnedd al 2. Qned& li
3. Inest aleb 3. | Onest lieb
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Imperative
Sing. 2. Ital Sing. 2. It
3. oIndzs al 3. ondzs li
Plur. 2. Ida al Plur. 2. Idali
3. Inest aleb 3. | Onest lieb
Infinitive
Pres. Ilas agal Pres. | Lids agal
Fut. Ilsas agal Fut. | Lisas agal
Gerund
Pres. Ilmala agal Pres. = Limld agal
Pret. Ilmaka Pres. Limdks
(-manga) agal (-mang3) agal
Participle
Pres. H Ilsa agal Pres. | Lis5 agal
Pret. Ilma agal Pret. | Lim3 agal

§ 44 Further, in the Cheremis language, the ne-

gation word uke occurs, which corresponds
to the Zyrian abu ‘there is not’ and the Russian
Hrme.1%4 This negation is infleted so that the end-
ing of the auxiliary alam is suffixed to it (see un-
der § 39 N.B.) in all moods and persons except the
3rd person singular of the indicative present tense,
where nothing is added to this uke. Examples are
indicative present tense: ukelam ‘T am not’, ukelat,
uke, ukelna, ukelda, ukelat; pret. ukelnam etc.; op-
tative: ukelnem; imperat. ukel, gerund ukelmoala,

ukelmoka; part. ukelsSa, ukelmo.
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uke is the negative existen-
tial ‘there is not’. However,
it has many different func-
tions, and it can be used as
an adjective, a noun, an ad-
verb and a particle. (Moi-
sio — Inaba 2014: 231-239.)
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In present-day grammars,
Castrén’s negative adjective
is classified as a negative
participle.

The denominal derivative
suffix is found in nearly all
Uralic languages. The Finn-
ish -nen is, however, not a
cognate (Galkin 1966: 74-76;
Lehtisalo 1936: 110—-113).

The causative derivative suf-
fix -tis of Finno-Ugric origin.
In Mari it is both denominal
and deverbal. (Galkin 1966:
106-109.)
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§ 45 The negative form of the passive consists

of the combination of the participle in ma
and the negative auxiliary amal, e.g., ki¢dlm3 amal
‘T have not been searched for’; or by using the
negative adjective form tim3, dsm3 * 15 and the
affirmative form of the auxiliary, e.g., kicaltims
alam.

Derived verbs

§ 46 Verbs can be derived from both nouns and
verbs. The mos$t common ones are:

1) Faélives in -emdm, Zyr. ma (mam), Fi. -nen,10°
e.g., y§ti ‘cold’, ystemdm ‘I get cold’, Soxsa ‘hot,
Soxsemdm ‘I get hot’, nezer ‘poor’, nezeremdm ‘I be-
come poor’, paremdm ‘I get better’, etc.

2) Effeétives in -tem, Zyr. da, ta (dam, tam),
Fi. tan (tdn), Lapp. tam,’7 e.g., jérem ‘T go out (of
fire, etc.)’, jortem ‘I put out, extinguish’, parem ‘T go
in’, partem ‘T let (somebody) in’, jolem ‘I burn’,
jolatem ‘I set on fire’. Some effeétive verbs with a
stem ending in a vowel add the the letter k to the
suffix, e.g. jydm ‘I drink’, jyktem ‘I let somebody
drink’, Soam ‘I come’, Soktem ‘I bring’.

* The syllable t5 (d3) in this adjective is nothing but
the case ending of the caritive te, de (see § 10: I) con-
nected with the ending of the preterite participle. The
syllable te in the preterite of the negative verb (altelam,
litelam) is of the same origin.
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3) Diminutives in -lam, -lam (alam, dldm), Lapp.
-lam, Zyr. -la (-lam), Fi. -len, e.g., kastam ‘1 go’,
kastalam ‘T walk a bit’, poktem I chase’, poktalam
T chase a bit’. Combining the diminutive suffix
with the effective one forms diminutive-effeétives
in ltem, e.g., Sagalam ‘I get up’, dim.-eff. Sagaltem
T1ift", sirem ‘I write’, dim.-eff. sirdltem.168

4) Frequentatives in kalem, kdlem, e.g., kastam
T go’, kastakalem ‘1 walk around’, sirem ‘I write’,
sirkdlem ‘1 often write’, kodalam ‘1 accompany’,
kodalkalem ‘T often accompany’.1%9

There are also some other verb forms, e.g., -Stam,
-Stdm, -Stem, but their real meaning is not known
to me.17°
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168

170

The diminutive-momenta-
neous suffix al is of Ural-
ic origin. (Galkin 1966: 122-
126.)

The frequentative suffix kal
is of Turkic origin (Fedotov
1965: 48; Galkin 1966: 104—
105).

The (mostly) frequentative
suffix $t produces verbs of
the first conjugation, but
there are some exceptions,
where the derived verb be-
longs to the second conjuga-
tion.
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