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ATTEMPT AT AN OSTYAK GRAMMAR

Preface

The Ugric Ostyaks form together with their kinsmen,
the Voguls, the most eastern and in the whole Asia
the only branch of the widely spread and many times
splintered Finnish!® family. They are still until this day
the main inhabitants in the old so-called Yugric Land
that [A.C.] Lehrberg describes as follows: “it stretched
between the 36th2 and 67th northern latitude from the
northernmost Ural mountains eastwards over the lower
Ob all the way to the river Nadym, which flows into the
Gulf of Ob, and to Agan, which flows into Ob on the up-
per side of Surgut3; it also covered the areas by the low-
er Irtys and by [the rivers] Tavda, Tura and Cusovaja;
in the south it bordered the Tartar parts [of land] and in
the north the land of the former Samoyeds. It was thus
a remarkable part of northwestern Asia, and covered
large parts of the modern Governments of Tobol'sk and
Perm'” Today, in the Government of Perm, there are only
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“Finnish” in this context is
equivalent to the later term
Finno-Ugric, which refers to
both languages and peoples.
One of Castrén’s main tar-
gets was to show a kinship be-
tween the Finn[o-Ugrlic and
Samoyedic languages. He was
also studying the idea of a huge
language family later referred
to as Ural-Altaic (incl. addition-
ally the Uralic, Turkic, Mongo-
lian and Tungus languages).
This latitude must be errone-
ous; 56 might be right. The
southernmost parts of the
modern Khanty-Mansi Auton-
omous Okrug lie approximate-
ly on the 58th northern lati-
tude.

Today’s Khanty-Mansi Auton-
omous Okrug stretches farther
to east to the border of Kras-
nojarsk Okrug. The Khanty-
Mansi (in the beginning called
Ostyak-Vogul) National Okrug
was established in 1930 to cov-
er approximately the same
area. In 1977, it became an au-
tonomous okrug and from
2003, “Jugra” is also an official
appendix of the name.



According to the Census from
2010, the number of Ostyaks
(Khanty) in the Khanty-Mansi
Autonomous Okrug is 19,068
and Voguls (Mansi) 10,977. To-
gether they constitute only 2.1%
of the Okrug’s population. The
biggest ethnic groups today
are Russians (973,978) and Ta-
tars (108,899). The whole popu-
lation of the Okrug in 2010 was
1,532,243. The number of speak-
ers of the Khanty and Mansi
languages today is significant-
ly lower than the ethnic num-
ber.

The exact area where the com-
mon ancestor of the Ugric lan-
guages was spoken is, of course,
not known. Lately, it has been
argued that the expansion cen-
tre would have been on the Eu-
ropean side of the Ural moun-
tains, from whence the speak-
ers of the Ob-Ugrian proto-lan-
guage would have moved east-
wards and merged with some
aboriginal peoples of Siberia.
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about 700 Voguls of male sex, in the Government
of Tobol'sk, the number of Voguls increases to 5025
[according to Koppen! 5235] and of Ostyaks to 18,657
(according to Koppen 18,840) individuals of both sex-
es4. These Asiatic Finns still stay almost on the same
low level of civilization as were the Europeans in Taci-
tus’ time. Even though many, especially Vogul, fami-
lies have recently settled down, most of them are still
wandering around from forest to forest, from one river
to another. They live in miserable Yurts [huts] made
from timber, peat, birch bark or reindeer fell. Their
main source of livelihood is hunting in winter and
fishing in summer. Some keep cattle, only few live of
farming. Most of them are in name already Christians,
but have still a lot of trust in their shamans.

The idea that the Ostyaks and Voguls are closely
related to the Hungarians who originate from Ugria5,
has been presented already since Herbertstein’s time.
“This is Juharia (Juhra, Jugra), from where the Hun-
garians have occupied Pannonia, led by Attila, sub-
dued many European provinces. The Yugras have still
today the same language as the Hungarians; whether
this is right, I do not know” Herbertstein Rerum Mos-
covit. commentar. Basil. 1571. Gyarmathi is of almost
the same opinion, and Klaproth argues in his Asia
Polygl[otta] p. 190 that the Ostyaks and the Voguls
speak a language “which of all the Finnish languages
resembles most the roots of the modern, largely mixed
Hungarian”. This view is also confirmed through

i. the total population in Russia in 1838.
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my own investigations. Even though the Ugric lan-
guages today have a great deal of differences from
Hungarian, these differences are, anyhow, a natural
consequence of a separation, in which the peoples
have lived already for centuries®. During this time, the
Hungarian language has adopted many foreign ele-
ments, and the Ugric languages, on the other hand,
have changed their original character as a conse-
quence of diverse influences from outsidel. However,
we can see in the Ugric languages and in Hungarian
many root words? and even some grammatical ele-
ments®, which do not appear at all in the other related
languages, or if they do, very seldom.

The academic community may probably look
forward to a more detailed description of the affinity
of the languages mentioned by a native Hungarian,
who has recently arrived from his philological-ethno-
graphic journey to the Ostyaks and Voguls. What con-
cerns my studies in the Ugric languages, I have only
been able to look at them as a side issue, as during my
many years’ stay in Siberia I was able to stay by the
Ostyaks only for a few weeks. During this short pe-
riod of time, I gathered not only various ethnographic
and topographic data but also a small amount of ma-
terial from the very little knownli Ostyak languagelil.

i. See my travelogue in Bulletin historico-phil-
ol. de ’Acad. Impér. des sciences de St-Péters-
burg, Part III. No. 19, 20

ii. I know the Vogul language only from a
hand written catechism. I have, however, not
used this material in the present §tudy because
it contains too many mistakes.

iii. What is found in the works of Gyarmathi,
Pallas, Klaproth and others, consists only of in-
significant and erroneous word lits.
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Rather: millennia. According
to Honti (1979: 23), the split of
the Ugric branch of the Finno-
Ugric family took place around
approx. 1000 BC. The ances-
tors of today’s Hungarians
left their area in the modern
Baskortostan, so-called Magna
Hungaria, and began to travel
southwest around 500 AD.

The number of root mor-
phemes common to Hungari-
an and the Ob-Ugric languag-
es (existing in either Khanty or
Mansi or both) but unattested
in other related languages is,
according to UEW, ca. 100.

E.g. a set of postposition-based
local cases (*-nd), instrumental
(*-D), locative (*-#(tA)), and the
verbal ending of 1 person plural
*-k°. (Liimola 1963, Honti 1985,
1998, Kulonen 1993.)
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Etymology is today mainly
used to refer to the study of the
origins of words. Here it refers
to knowledge about the lan-
guage (its structure and origin).
This is the relatively uniform
group of dialects also known
as the southern Khanty dialect.
It has been extinct since the
second half or middle of the
20th century, but is preserved
for the academic community
thanks to the abundant mate-
rials collected by Antal Reguly,
Heikki Paasonen and especial-
ly KF. Karjalainen. Based on
the exact phonetic notes and
a thorough description by the
latter, the phonology and mor-
phology of the dialect(s) is well
known.

The Surgut group of dialects
comprises the western sub-
group of eastern Khanty dia-
lects. There are still some hun-
dreds of speakers today. The
main subdialects today are
those of Agan, Tromagan and
Pym. Other eastern dialects
are those of Vach and Vasju-
gan. The eastern dialects have
a much larger internal varia-
tion than the southern dialects.
Obdorsk represents the third
main group of Khanty dia-
lects, the northern group. This
is also composed of various di-
alects, including a dialect con-
tinuum along the river Ob be-
tween the southern and north-
ern dialects (Nizjam, Serkaly).
The middle northern dialects
are represented by the Kazym
dialect, and Obdorsk togeth-
er with the Suryskary dialect
constitute the northernmost
group. The northern dialects
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I wanted to publish this material soon after that, but
discovered then various deficiencies in my notes, and
because of these I thought I would postpone the pub-
lication of this work as I was hoping to be able to visit
the Ostyaks again and supplement my notes on my
way back from Eastern Siberia. Unfortunately, I could
not fulfil this plan, because I was already at that mo-
ment in such bad health that I had to forget all my
scientific tasks. That is why I nevertheless find it nec-
essary to publish my original notes and hope that in
spite of all the shortcomings and errors in them, they
will not be completely unwelcome and worthless for
the experts of the Finnish and Tartar languages.

My present work on the Ostyak etymology? is
mainly based on the dialect spoken in the Irty$ area'®.
In addition to this, there are still two main dialects spo-
ken by the river Ob: the dialect of Surgut! on the upper
and the dialect of Obdorsk? on the lower Ob1. Of these
two, the latter is little known to me, and my notes from
the Surgut dialect are also highly incomplete. Never-
theless, I have provided the most important character-
istics of this dialect in this work, and, additionally, the
reader will be shown some minor differences, which
appear either on the upper or lower side of the town of
Surgut. Abbreviations referring to the dialects as well
as other languages are the following:

i. See my travelogue in the Bulletin hist. phil.
mentioned above.
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S. or Surg.
US — U. Surg.

LS — L. Surg.

Finn.
Lapp.
Cher.
Zr.

Hu.
Sam.
O.Sam.
Tu.
MT.

Ru.

@& X g

means:

the dialect of Surgut
the dialect on the
upper side of Surgut
the dialect on the
lower side of Surgut
Finnish

Lappish13
Cheremis4

Zyrianis

Hungarian
Samoyedic16
Ostyak-Samoyedic!7
Turkic (Turkish)
Turkish or Tartar

in Minusinsk
Russian.

In order to avoid misapprehension, I still wish to point
out that 1) I translate the future tense in this work with
the German present tense'® and the preterite with the
German infinitive'9; 2) I have left out from the word
list all pronouns, all numerals and those particles that
are not root words, because they can be easily found in
the grammar; 3) in the word list, synonymous words
from different Ostyak dialects are compared with each
other only in cases when they are related not only by
their meaning but also phonetically.

Helsinki, 14th of November 1849

Dr. M. Alexander Castrén
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

19.

have the greatest number of
native speakers today.

= Saami

= Mari

= Komi

mainly = Nenets

= Selkup

Castrén calls the Khanty non-
past tense the future. It also has
the function of the present.
The preterite or past tense
in Khanty is the unmarked
tense in the southern dialects
and thus a kind of basic form,
hence the translation with the
German basic form infinitive.
In the English translation, I use
the unmarked basic form for
both.
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In the English version, the Os-
setian characters are replaced
by simple Latin phonetic ones
with some exceptions: by <d.>
(and its palatalized counter-
part), Castrén means a sound
that is a kind of a combination
of d and [ It is a voiced vari-
ant of <t,>, an unvoiced lateral
/a/ phoneme in Surgut dialects
(which in Khanty loan words in
Mansi is actually replaced with
dl); so there is no phonetic sign
for it. Similarly, <t,> sounds
like a combination of ¢ and L
The characters in this pub-
lication are mainly the ones
Castrén has used in his manu-
script. The original characters
in the last version of the manu-
script are: Vowels: a, ¢, i, 0, u, ¥,
0; Consonants: b, v, d, ‘d, d, “d,
g 8hxjkKl L m n i n
PSS 66358 LT
In all of the Khanty dialects,
the vowels have two vowel
lengths. Contemporarily they
are, though, described as re-
duced (marked with ) vs. full
vowels (without marking). In
the English version, they are
marked according to the origi-
nal (Castrén) as short vs. long
(the phonemic form may be
given in the comments be-
tween slashes //). In the manu-
script, especially in the para-
digms, the diacritics *, * and *
are used to mark the accent of
the word. In the printing phase,
these markings have been tak-
en away and only partly re-
placed with the length symbol.
In the original Swedish
manuscript, Castrén describes
the Khanty vowel system in a
way that very much resembles
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Errata

Page 7 row 1 read kathl instead of kuthl
— 63 — 21 — panden — pandeu
— 88 — 22 — mit-xui - mixtui

The reader will kindly forgive any other typographic
errors that might have slipped in after the author has
left the printing house.
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I Phonetics
(Sounds)

A. Description of the sounds

§ 1 To mark the sounds of the Ostyak language in

this work, mainly the following characters of
the Ossetian alphabet, introduced by Sjogren, will be
used?©:

Vowels: q, e, i, 0, u, ii, 0
Consonants: b, d, d, d, d, g, g, x,j, k, K L [

mnnnprssccs3sththw

§ 2 There are also long vowels?! in Ostyak, which
we mark with a horizontal line above them: g, ¢,
i, 0, U, U, O.
§ 3 In addition, the language also has double vow-
els or diphthongs that can be marked with two
vowels. It seems that the first vowel can be either short
or long vowel; whereas the latter is always short and
in the most cases i or u?2. Sometimes the short e also
appears as the latter part of a diphthong, as does a, but
more rarely?3. According to my undoubtedly very de-
ficient observations, the double vowels in Ostyak are:
ai, di, ei, éi, oi, oi, ui, ii, au, au, eu, eu, iu, iu, ou, ou, ae,
oe, ue, ie, eq.
Some of these vowels mentioned above appear
only in specific dialects. So by Irty$, the pure 6
is seldom heard?4, and i is in all the dialects a sound
which is rare and changes easily to a Russian 1. The
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22.

23.

the modern way of thinking
(see also § 6). The description
in the manuscript is the fol-
lowing: “Ostyak has a dou-
ble system of vowels, in which
the first is characterized by
a wide and open, the second
by a dark, closed and narrow-
er sound. Based on their pro-
nunciation, the vowels can be
divided into open ones, which
are a, e, i, o, 4, y, d, 0 and closed
ones, to which belong 4, é, 1, 4.
The difference between these
two systems cannot be found
in each separate case, because
the vowels in Ostyak, espe-
cially the closed vowels, do
not have enough strength and
firmness; instead, they are pro-
nounced sometimes with a
darker, sometimes with a wid-
er sound, and in many cases so
that one single sound can allow
several special ways of mark-
ing” It seems that Castrén has
heard the difference between
full and reduced vowels, but he
has been too insecure about his
observations to describe them
in the grammar as a system.
For the vowel systems in the
southern and Surgut dialects,
see p. 13 of the Short Grammat-
ical Description.
These are not diphthongs but
combinations of a vowel (any
of them) and the consonants j
and w.
There are no diphthongs in the
phoneme system of any Khan-
ty dialect. In the manuscript, we
find: “being affected by the ac-
cent, the short vowels are not
only lengthened in a normal
way, but relatively often also
changed into diphthongs. Thus,
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in accented syllables, a chang-
es to ae or ai, e and i to ei, o to
oi, u to ui and so on, e.g. njatxd,
njatxaet or njatxait, joura or jou-
rai ‘slanted’, kesd ‘glove’, pl. ke-
sdet or kesdit, ét or eit, xo or xoi,
xui, ‘man’, etc” The fact that the
diphthongs do not appear in the
last version of the manuscript (or
the printed grammar) is due to
the decision to leave the accent
unmarked. In the paradigms in
the manuscript (see the com-
mentary regarding page 33/79),
we can see that the accent was,
in the end, not shown in a sys-
tematic way, which definitely
led to this decision.

The reduced 0 appears in one
of the southern dialects, DT
(Demjanka, informant Tajla-
kov) (Honti 1984: 21).

They are not phonemes in any
of the Khanty dialects.

All four of these represent the
same phoneme, /f/. Sometimes,
particularly in the South and
consequently in Paasonen’s
texts and lexicon, they are
marked with velar palatalized
consonants.

Castrén is describing here the
difference between full and re-
duced vowels. They both can,
however, appear in open as
well as in closed syllables.

The English translation de-
scribes the situation as it is;
the German text (which is also
a translation) talks about the
long vowel in the following
(instead of preceding) sylla-
ble; yet it uses the verb voraus-
gehen, which means ‘precede’.
The schwa /a/ is very common
in non-initial syllables; in pro-
nunciation, it often gets its
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consonants marked with d, t, d; ¢ are lacking in the
Irtys dialects. In all the dialects, 3 and c are very rare?5
and in many areas g and K are replaced by d’and £2¢
5 On the other hand, the language shows many
sound nuances that we have not marked at all,
because in part they are very unstable and can in part
also be described with common rules. These will be
discussed in the following chapter.

B. Pronunciation of the sounds
a) Pronunciation of the vowels

§ 6 In Ostyak, like in many of the related languages,
the vowels have on one hand a pure, open and
clear pronunciation, and on the other hand a dark and
unclear one. It is understandable that the pronunciation
of vowels is always purer in open syllables, and again
in closed syllables darker and more vague?7. Especially
the vowel in short final syllables is very indefinable and
unsure. In case of following a syllable with a long vow-
el28, the vowel of the final syllable is a kind of schwa,
i.e. its pronunciation disappears completely or changes
into a dark e; e.g. turum, turm, torem ‘God’29.
7 'The general pronunciation of g, a is exactly the
same as in Russian and German; e.g. ariaxa ‘step-
mother’, ar ‘many’, aj ‘luck’. There are, however, two
particular modifications of this sound.
The first one approaches a deep sound resem-
bling o, which is also found in other languages.
In Ostyak, this modification may appear in long or
short syllables, in the end of the word as well as in
the root; e.g. opa, aba ‘elder sister’, riot, riat ‘arrow’,
pox, pax ‘son’, por, par ‘drill’, jot, jat lazy’, ogot, augat
‘sleigh’, sodop, satep ‘blade, edge’, pos, pas ‘glove’s°.
This a sounds in many dialects largely already like o,
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and therefore we also mark it mainly with this char-
acter. In the Surgut dialects, this modification, even
though the pronunciation is more like a, follows exact-
ly the same etymological rules3 as o; e.g. pas ‘gloves’3?,
pusem ‘my gloves’, sart ‘pike’, surdem ‘my pike’, cf.
mok ‘egg’, mukam ‘my egg’, pom ‘grass’, pumem ‘my
grass’. The pure a usually changes to i; e.g. tas ‘ware’,
tisem ‘my things’, sap ‘brook’, sipem ‘my brook’.33
The other modification concerning a is closer to
e and also appears in many other languages. In
the stem, this modification is difficult to distinguish
from the German a. In short final syllables, it sounds
almost like a dark e, and changes into this in many
dialects34; e.g. jirnas, jernes ‘shirt’, kerap, kerep ‘vehi-
cle’, ara, arex ‘song’, adan, aden ‘morning’, an3a, anje,
anjex ‘rose hip’.
§ 8 The vowel e is in Ostyak the same open sound
as in the other Finnish, Mongolian and Turkic
languages. By the Ob), it sometimes sounds almost as
open as the Finnish d, and the same pronunciation can
be found by the Irtys in word-final positions; e.g. kele
‘reindeer fell’, pegde ‘black’, peste ‘sharp’. However, ac-
cording to my observations, only the short e has this
open sound, whereas the long ¢ is, at least in most
cases, pronounced with a more closed sound resem-
bling the French é fermé3s. The closed e changes easily
to i, while, on the other hand, the dark, open e varies
with i and the Russian y; e.g. jénget, jinget ‘round bas-
ket’, jendem, jindem ‘sing’, nébek, nipek ‘paper’, tedes,
tilis ‘moon, month’, edem, iidim ‘(to) heat’, teda, tiidex
‘winter’, tet, diid ‘fathom’. This change occurs espe-
cially after j and g3°.
The pronunciation of i is generally the same
as in the Germanic languages. However, every
now and then it has a more closed sound and is pro-
nounced almost like the Russian wi; e.g. jig ‘father’,
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

nuance according to the sur-
rounding speech sounds, which
is very well shown in this exam-
ple. The phonemic form of the
word is /turam, tordm/ (with a
full vowel in the initial syllable).
Many of the examples have a
reduced vowel: opi ‘elder sis-
ter’, pax, pox ‘son, boy’, por
‘drill’. In those words that have
a full vowel, there is often dia-
lectal variation, just as it is said:
Hat, riot ‘arrow’, pos, pos ‘glove’;
the word for ‘sleigh’ represents
a variation where the north-
ern (Kazym) dialect has a mid-
dle vowel (corresponding to o or
u in other dialects): Kaz gxot, O
uxat; this sound, interpreted as a
diphthong in Surgut, might be a
step towards the middle vowel.

i.e. the paradigmatic vowel al-
ternation

The word is in the singular;
Castrén’s translation in plural,
probably because of the plural
(dual) character of the word.

In the Surgut dialects (in nom-
inal paradigms), @ and o alter-
nate with u, whereas d and e al-
ternate with i (Honti 1984: 32).

Phonematically, this is /o/ in
non-initial syllables.

The long, i.e. full vowels e and
i are both counterparts to the
short, i.e. reduced é.

/y/; it is hard to see how this
should be understood. The ex-
amples do not provide any evi-
dence for this argument. In the
word for ‘fathom’, i originates
from the very ancient phases
of the language (at least Pro-
to-Khanty and Proto-Ugric);
in the word ‘winter’, it is a late
and maybe sporadic change
(phonematically teby < *tdlwa).
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At least in these examples, the
vowel is reduced. In the north-
ern dialects, these words con-
tain an 1, while in the south-
ern and Surgut dialects the
word for ‘father’ is jéy. The
form Castrén gives for the verb
‘come’ is contradictory: in all
dialects the stem alternant
in e.g. the past tense, as here,
with the stem-final consonant
-w, has the vowel i (stem alter-
nation: South, Surgut [?] je- ~
jiuw-, North ji- ~ jiiw-). The
modification here is thus not
the full vowel i but a reduced é.
mscr. kul’

There are both full (und, tiis,
piit, siit) and reduced vowels
(kitl; koné, ton, son, koj, kor, kot)
in these examples. In the words
for ‘stone’ and ‘lake’, it is the
word-final w (kew, téw). Most
of these full vowels represent
i, as discussed in § 12.

The southern dialects have no
0 but instead an opposition be-
tween u and i in the full vowel
paradigm (see § 11). This obser-
vation might concern the Sur-
gut dialects even if not said to
be so. The reduced vowel 0 is
attested in Surgut dialects, in
Trj and Tra it is represented by
two phonemes, a closed and a
half-open one.

Interestingly, Castrén has not
noted the difference between
/a/ and /d/ in any of the dia-
lects.
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jiwem ‘come’. This modification, too, seems to appear
mostly in short syllables37.
§ 10 The vowel o in Ostyak has no modifications. It
always sounds like the German o in the words
Gott, offen, Donner.
§ 11 In the general pronunciation, the vowel u sounds
as deep as the Finnish or Russian u. In Irtys, I
have observed in this vowel a modification, which is
very near to the Swedish u or the Mongolian . Ac-
cording to my observations, this modification is al-
ways long, but appears most often in monosyllabic
words; e.g. kul38 ‘devil’, kun¢ ‘nail’, un¢ ‘Salmo nelma
(a fish)’, tus ‘beard’, tun ‘summer’, sun ‘corner’, keu
‘stone’, teu ‘lake’, kui ‘swamp’, kur ‘leg, foot’, kut ‘mid-
dle (point)’, put ‘kettle, pot’, sut ‘grindstone’.39
12 The seldom-appearing vowels i and 0 are reg-
ularly pronounced as the i and ¢ in German.
However, 6 alternates often with the dark e, and i with
the dark i resembling the Russian vy e.g. kose, ke3e
‘disease’, pom, pem ‘bath’, konjep, kenjep ‘miserable’,
16k, lek ‘track’, linkim, linkem ‘cover’4°. Both vowels
ii and 6 are very likely to disappear completely in the
future. At the same time, the Russian » will develop
further, replacing and destroying not only these two
but also many other sound nuances.4!

b) Pronunciation of the consonants

§ 13 The Russian characters 6, o, T, X, K, J, M, H, II,

p, ¢ and B correspond to the German b, d, g, ch,
k, 1, m, n, p, 1, ss (Swedish s) and w. Between vowels,
of which both or at least the preceding one is short,
j sounds like ij; as e.g. in ajan (or aijan) ‘happy’. Os-
tyaks who speak Russian often pronounce [ like the
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hard Russian 1 whenever it is followed by a hard vowel
or the darker modifications of e and i; e.g. in lep ‘two-
pointed arrow’, lox ‘bay’. In s, a very smooth, lisping
nuance can sometimes be heard; e.g. in sun ‘corner’,
séwes ‘rear of the boat’42. It may further be noted here
that that a word-final p is often followed by an aspi-
ration and thus sounds like pf or f; e.g. éndep ‘belt’,
jindep ‘needle’.
§ 14 The smooth consonants b, d are seldom pro-
nounced as weakly as the German b, d, but with
harder sounds pronounced between b, dand p, t, as also
attested in Lappish, Samoyedic and many Tartar lan-
guages43. The case with g is partly the same; it should
be noted, however, that this character covers two dif-
ferent modifications that diverge significantly accord-
ing to their pronunciation and their variations44.
Followed by a hard vowel (a, o, u), g is mostly,
and additionally when preceded by a short hard
vowel always, pronounced like an aspiration, as in § in
Turkish, :# in Mongolian and g in Lappish; e.g. togos
(toghos) ‘friend’. The same modification can also be
heard in syllable- and word-final positions, regardless
of which vowels it is connected with; e.g. in jig ‘fa-
ther’, meg ‘land’, peg ‘strange’, teg ‘tail’. According to
its pronunciation, this modification comes very close
to x, and is also easily switched into that; e.g. araga,
ariaxa ‘mother-in-law’, iogrem, rioxrem ‘carve’, jig, jix
‘father’.45
Preceding a smooth and light vowel, g gen-
erally has the same sound as the German g;
e.g. méget ‘breast’, uigit ‘meadow’, pégettem ‘I bath’.
Sometimes g also seems to be pronounced before
a hard vowel without aspiration; e.g. jogadem ‘(to)
lose’, ¢ugadem ‘crumble’4%. In a harder pronunciation,
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42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

both variants (of [ and s) and al-
lophones

These “smooth” consonants are
allophones of /p/ and /t/. The
same concerns the palatalized
consonant d, which represents
the phoneme /f/ (see also note
26). In the words in which they
are shown, they always ap-
pear between vowels or in na-
sal + stop combinations, thus
the examples at the end of § 13
are phonematically /entap/ and
/jintap/ (as for the second sylla-
ble schwa, see note 34).

In fact, in all the positions in
which they appear (non-ini-
tial), they represent the same
phoneme, /y/. One of its real-
izations is the voiceless x (x),
which, on the other hand, is a
separate phoneme but only in
the context given in § 15.
phonematically /toyos/, /jéyl,
/méyl, [péyl, /téyl/, [anayal,
/noyram/

phonematically /meyat/, /ujyat/,
/peyattam/, [joyatam/, | cOyatom/



47.

48.
49.
50.

51.

52.

The sound change k > x in
front of a back vowel has tak-
en place in several dialects of
both Khanty (southern and
northern) and Mansi (northern,
partly eastern), and Hungarian
also shows the same tendency,
as the representative of *k in
front of a back vowel is h, e.g.
*kala > Hu. hal, Khanty South
xul, Surg. kua, Mansi North
xul.

This should be kutem /kuaam/.
in the manuscript: h

This is controversial and hard
to understand; yet surely A is
not a phoneme in any of the
Khanty dialects.

There are no traces of a pro-
nunciation like this in the lat-
er observations of Khanty. In
Surgut dialects, there are pho-
nemes /k7 and /y7, labialized
velar stop vs. fricative, but they
do not occur word-initially.
This is a phonetical co-articu-
lation not marked by any other
collector.
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this modification sounds almost like k and often
changes into this; e.g. argem, arkem ‘sing’, kergem,
kerkem ‘fall’.
§ 15 There are also two modifications of k, of which
one corresponds to the German k and the other
to Turkish . The former appears especially in front
of light vowels, the latter in front of hard vowels47. In
Irtys, the aspirated k changes often into x; e.g. xan3em,
Surgut kanjem ‘write’, xudem, S. kudem48 ‘hear’. The
Surgut dialects do not accept word-initial x, but al-
ways use the aspirated k instead.
§ 16 With x49 we mark the sharply aspirated sound,
which in German is marked with <ch> and in
Russian likewise with <x>. The weak German h is
in Ostyak unknown. In the Surgut dialects in word-
final positions, the aspiration is not very strong; yet
it seems not to be a specific sound5°. Occasionally,
one can hear a weaker aspiration in word-initial posi-
tion in front of w, which has also appeared earlier in
Swedish (e.g. in the words hvem, hvad)>'; however, this
sound nuance is so rare and unspecific that it does not
need a character of its own.
§ 17 In addition to what was said about w in the
preceding paragraph, it can still be noted that
word-initial w in front of any vowel is followed by a
half u; e.g. wédem or wuédem ‘bone marrow’, wéda or
wuéda ‘reindeer’. In the middle of a word, this kind
of pronunciation is rare, but in the same way as j be-
tween vowels changes into ij, w is also occasionally
pronounced as uw according to the same rule; e.g.
kowa or kouwa ‘cuckoo’, xowat or xouwat ‘for a long
time’, nowa or nouwa ‘white’, towottem or touwottem
‘(I) row’.52 Cf. § 13.
§ 18 The consonants d and t denote two aspirated
sounds, of which one is pronounced like dI or
dhl and the other like tl; e.g. adan or adlan (adhlan)
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‘morning’, kat or katl (kathl) ‘day’53. Sounds re-
lated to these also occur in the Finnish and Lappish
languages54.

The letters $, ¢, ¢, 3 and 3 all mark sibilants and
§ 19 . .

they are pronounced in the following way:

$ like sch Russian 11
C ts 11
¢ tsch q
3 ds I3
% dsch DK

§ 20 With 155 we mark a nasal, which is written in

German with ng; e.g. wen (weng) ‘son-in-law’,
sun (sung) ‘corner’, onet ‘horn’. The same sound appears
in Finnish, Lappish and many other related languages.
§ 21 There are many sounds in the Ostyak language

that are softened with j, and these are marked as
follows: d, d, g, K, L), £, t. They are pronounced almost
like dj, dj, gj, kj, 1j, nj, tj and £j5°.

C. Alternations of sounds

a) Alternations of vowels

§ 22 In Finnish and other related languages, the vow-
els are separated into three classes: hard or ma-
jores (a, o, u), smooth or minores (d, 6, i) and light or
mediae (e, i). In these languages, there is vowel harmony
that never allows hard and smooth vowels to appear to-
gether in the same word but a) only hard vowels alone,
smooth vowels alone or light vowels alone, or also b)
hard vowels with light ones and smooth vowels with
light ones. To follow these rules of vowel harmony, the
Finnish language operates in such a way that the final
vowels57 are always adjusted to the vowel of the stem.

53

53.

54

55-

56.

57-

Cf. note 20. Castrén writes the
voiced variant between vow-
els and in connection with the
voiced variants of stops, the
unvoiced variant mainly in
syllable and word-final posi-
tions; phonematically /aaan/
and /kataa/. In Castrén’s notes,
there is thus no difference be-
tween the word-final sequenc-
es -4 and -taa.

A1is a phoneme in Moksha Mor-
dvin. In the Saami languages,
there are unvoiced variants of
laterals and nasals followed
by stops due to preaspiration
of the stops. Additionally, 4 is
a phoneme in Forest Nenets,
which is spoken in the neigh-
bourhood of the Surgut Khanty
dialects.

in the manuscript ng (Swedish
version), 7 (German version)
There are three palatalized
phonemes in the Surgut dia-
lects (/7/, /t/ and /A7), two in the
south (/ri/ and /t/) and three in
the north (O) (/I7, /n/ and /t/).
Out of the sounds presented
here, d; ¢ and K are allophones
of /t/ and ¢ is an allophone of
t = /A/. Cf. also note 26.

This refers to the suffixal vow-
els.



58.

59.

60.
61.

62.

There is still vowel harmony in
part of the Surgut dialects (Trj)
as well as in the easternmost
dialects (VVj). In these dialects,
the schwa (3), the most com-
mon suffixal vowel, also has
two variants, one more front
and one more back. The vowel
harmony is inherited from Pro-
to-Khanty (Steinitz 1950, Honti
1984).

There are no diphthongs in
Khanty, cf. note 23.

‘elbow’

Here we see the character <i>
in the original text. It is not
provided in the character list
on p. 1/47.

Phonematically, a and e in
these words represent the
schwa(s) /3/, /a/.
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§ 23 As the Ostyak language ha}s n.early lost its
smooth vowels due to Russian influence, the
rules based on the trifold character of vowels also have
little importance58. However, they are obeyed in the
sense that e.g. hard and smooth vowels never appear
together in the same diphthong59. The root words also
thoroughly avoid this kind of mixture, cf. e.g. konar
and kérer ‘arm’®°, pagart and pégert ‘timber’, Sudai
and sigdei® ‘partridge’©2. Obviously, the vowel change
in the final syllable is due to the rules of vowel har-
mony mentioned above.
§ 24 These rules are often left unheeded in derived
words and in suffixes, especially in the Irtys dia-
lects. Many suffixes have here adopted their specific
final vowels, which are not subject to change based
on the stem vowel. Additionally, a long vowel in the
final syllable is not easily affected by the preceding
vowels, and the aspirated consonants x, g, k are, espe-
cially in the Surgut dialects, nearly always followed by
a hard vowel, even if there are smooth vowels preced-
ing them. If the final syllable has a stronger stress, it
also requires a harder vowel, regardless of the vowel
of the stem. There are, however, also suffixes in which
the hard a (o) alternates with the smooth e. The former
follows a hard vowel or a light vowel connected with
a hard one, while the latter may also follow a smooth
vowel, a light vowel, or a smooth vowel connected
with a light one. These rules mainly apply to the Sur-
gut dialects; in the Irty$ dialects, hard consonants are
also often followed by e.
If the stem has a long a, 0 or u followed imme-
diately by an aspirated g, the vowel in the suffix
occurs after a as a short a and after 0 or @ as a short
0; e.g. nagam ‘smile’, cagat ‘plank board’, tagat ‘linen’,
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wagat ‘thin’, riogos ‘sable’, ogot ‘sledge’, pogor ‘islet’,
sogot ‘plane (for shaving)’, mogon ‘pregnant’, jogot
‘bow’, logom ‘still, tranquil’, mugot ‘liver’, pugot ‘vil-
lage’, sugom ‘thread’. All the other long vowels, even
after g, are followed by e, and occasionally i is followed
by i; e.g. pogert ‘timber’, méget ‘breast’, ¢éget, ¢igit ‘tin-
der’. These rules, which in many Tartar languages are
obeyed much more extensively, permit many excep-
tions in Ostyak.%3
§ 2 A similar vowel harmony also sometimes occurs
when the long vowel is followed by d (d) and r;
e.g. sodom ‘the river Salym’, sodop ‘sheath’, sorot ‘sea’,
sorom ‘dry’, morom, maram ‘fold’. r can even be fol-
lowed by u, in cases where the first syllable has an #;
e.g. turum ‘God’, turup ‘sparse’®4.
§ 27 Cases in which the vowel harmony affects in the
way that the stem vowel alternates according to
the following vowel are very rare. This kind of change
occurs occasionally, when the stem is split and loses its
stress due to division or in compound words; e.g. xui
or xajat ‘man’, xot ‘tent’, xat-xar ‘bottom of the tent’s.
§ 28 In general, the stem vowels in the Finnish-Tartar
languages do not show any specific alternations,
and this has been considered typical of the whole class
of languages. The Surgut dialects are in this sense a
peculiar counterexample, because here the stem vow-
els alternate almost as easily as in the Germanic lan-
guages. It deserves to be noted, especially because the
target of the change is not the short vowel, which is
occasionally unstable in other related languages, but
mostly the long vowel in the stem®. This kind of
change occurs mostly
in nouns combined with a singular possessive

suffix
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63.

64.

65.

66.

This is simply a question of
phonetic assimilation of the
schwa. /y/ might be a conso-
nant that is so weak in itself
that the assimilation is strong-
er in words where it occurs be-
tween the vowels.

This, again, means assimilation
of the schwa to the consonants
in the syllable, especially to the
final labial consonant. Inter-
estingly, the word for ‘thread’
/sityam/ would be expected to
have a similar pronunciation
(sayum).

This, too, is essentially assimi-
lation. In the case of /yat-yar/,
the full vowel (in /yot/) also
changes into a reduced one (si-
multaneously with the loss of
stress).

This  paradigmatic = vowel
change is typical of the east-
ern dialects, in which it has
evolved from the Proto-Khan-
ty corresponding system (Hon-
ti 1984: 31—32). It is also used in
other Khanty dialects as well as
in Mansi, but only with a few
so-called thematic verbs. This
alternation is inherited from
proto-Ob-Ugrian and it is con-
sidered the starting point of the
more developed Proto-Khanty
system.



67.

68.

69.
70.

71.

72.

73

The vowel alternation is the
phonematical @: u, 0: u.

In the imperative, the alterna-
tion @ ~ u has a third alternant,
the velar i.

= ndnk : ninkam (with n)

The words with <a> all repre-
sent the paradigmatic vowel al-
ternation d : i (as Castrén did
not make a difference between
a (a) and a); i.e. dmp : impem,
tdas : tisem, wdsay : wisyam
(wisydm).

Honti (1984: 32) gives the alter-
nation 3: ¢i but only in the east-
ernmost (VVj) dialects.

This happens occasionally in
connection with derivative suf-
fixes in all dialects (Honti 1984:
31).

The form of the word in the
south is ima (loc. imona) and
the correct translation is ‘(old)
woman’. In this case, both a
and e are phonetic realizations
of the phoneme /2/. Howev-
er, this word represents a flex-
ion type that has some specif-
ic vowel alternations in all dia-
lects; see note 78.
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in verbs in the past tense indicative, as well as par-

ticiples, and occasionally also in the imperative.
§ 29 In the forms mentioned, the changes are:

1. oand the deép a into u; e.g. pom ‘grass’, pumem

‘my grass’, onk ‘resin’, unkam ‘my resin’, som
‘scale (of fish)’, sumem ‘my scale’; at ‘year’, utem ‘my
year’, sart ‘pike’, surtem ‘my pike’, mont, mant ‘sto-
ry’, muntem ‘my story’, amettem 1 set’, past umdem;
nobattojem 1 float’, past niptojem; agattam ‘1 vomit’,
past ugodem. In general, both the imperative and the
past participle behave like the past tense®7; however, if
the stem has a deep a, occasionally in the imperative
we can hear a modification of u which is sometimes
near to i, sometimes to b1%%; e.g. janttem ‘1 sew’, past
jundem, imperat. junde (junde, jinde); arettem ‘1 divide’,
past urdem, imperat. urde (tirde); amestem ‘I sit’, past
umsem, imperat. umse (timse).

a, e into i; e.g. at ‘night’, item ‘my night’; amp

‘dog’, impem ‘my dog’; nank% ‘larch’, ninkam
‘my larch’; tas ‘ware’, tisem ‘my thing(s)’; wasex ‘duck’,
wisxam ‘my duck’7°; riewer ‘lather’, riturem ‘my lath-
er’; lek ‘track’, likam ‘my track’; ademdem ‘L lift’, past
itmems; jéntt em ‘I drink’, past jindem. Sometimes the a
in the past tense remains unchanged and the impera-
tive gets the i e.g. janettem ‘I spin’, past jandem, im-
perat. jinde.

0 into u; e.g. kor ‘oven’, S. kiirem ‘my oven’; kon

‘arctic fox’, kiiriem ‘my arctic fox’7%.

As far as I know, a similar vowel alternation also
occurs in the Irty$ dialects, exceptionally in de-
rived words; e.g. namas ‘sense’, namasem or numem
‘remember’, kat ‘two’, kimet ‘second’. According to my
observations, i, u and # in the Surgut dialects do not
alternate in this way72.

N.B.

§ 30 While the vowels in the stem are stiff and in-
variable, the vowels in non-initial syllables are
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unstable and subject to change. We do not wish to
show all changes of this kind, but only to provide
some of the most important ones. When doing so, we
refer mostly to the Irtys dialects.
1 When the stem-final vowel is g, it is replaced
in inflexion by a short e; e.g. ima ‘mother’, loc.
imena’3; ada ‘sleep!’, past adem74.
2 When a follows the aspirated consonants x, g, k,
it remains unchanged; e.g. araxa ‘stepmother’,
dat. ariaxaja; toga ‘bow’, dat. togaja, etc.
Additionally, a also remains unchanged in certain
" cases after other consonants, like in the future
tense indicative 1st and 2nd person sing., in nominative
plural, in front of 1st and 2nd person suffixes, etc.
In the Surgut dialects, a changes easily into i; e.g.
kara ‘field’, karit ‘their field’; atnam ‘I sleep’, 3rd
person past atnit’s. This vowel alternation also some-
times occurs in the Irty$ dialects; e.g. kadn (kat) ‘two’,
kimet ‘second’; ma ‘T, dual min, etc.76
In all dialects e often changes into i; e.g. panem ‘I
" have put’, 3rd person pl panit’7; imet ‘mothers’,
imidam ‘my mothers’78. This change occurs most often
after j and the smooth g.
On the other hand, in the Surgut dialects, i can
" occasionally change into e; e.g. kilsi ‘barbel
(fish)’, kilsem, kilsen ‘my, your barbel’.
7 Between two vowels, i and u change into j and
w; e.g. ai ‘happiness’, ajan ‘happy’, keu ‘stone’,
kewen ‘stony’79.
31 The short a is often subject to elision, espe-
cially in cases where two similar vowels meet
in in compounds of two separate words; e.g. anana
instead of ana-ana ‘grandmother’. The same hap-
pens to both vowels mentioned in front of many
formative elements; e.g. nowa ‘white’, nowoxtep
‘whitish’, werde ‘red’, werdoxtep ‘reddish’3°. More-
over, word-final a and e following a long syllable
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74

75-

76.

77-
78.

79-

8o.

This is not a stem-final a but
the ending of the imperative
form, and in the past tense, e is
a part of the suffix.

In the Surgut dialects, the 3rd
person plural forms have the
ending -ia; here, too, i belongs
to the suffix. In the word atnit
/aania/, the occurrence of <n>
instead of <> seems to be a ty-
pographical error.

These Irtys examples do not
show the alternation in a non-
initial syllable; the variation in
these words is lexical.

See note 75.

This concerns a set of single
words, i.e. it is a question of
flexion type; the correct trans-
lation of imi (im2) is ‘(old)
woman’; another word of the
same flexion type is ewa ‘girl,
daughter’: (Kr. KO) ewem ‘my
daughter’, ewenatam ‘my two
daughters’, ewitam ‘my (many)
daughters’ (Honti 1984: 133);
basically, in this flexion type,
the stem ends with a reduced
vowel, which in certain forms
alternates with a full one.
Rather, in syllable- and stem-
final positions, the consonants
j and w are weakened to semi-
vowels. The etymological coun-
terparts of the word kew ‘stone’
in many related languages also
show the consonant, e.g. Fi.
kivi ‘stone’.

These words for weak colours
are also compounds: the latter
part -oxtep (-oytap) is an ad-
jectival derivative of the word
oyat ‘surface’; i.e. “with a red/
white surface”.



81.
82.

83.

84.

85.

This means the vowel // in the
second syllable.

The correct translation is
‘come’.

All the examples are words
which have /o/ in the second
syllable of the stem: menat-,
ayoat-, joyat-, teyat-, onat, poyar,
jarat-, ewat-; this alternation is
not dependent on the full vs.
reduced character of the first
syllable vowel.

This is because it only concerns
the vowels of an original sec-
ond syllable /a/.

In the words muray and yulax
the second syllable vowel is
full, i.e. not /o/.
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are very easily lost, and in common speech they of-
ten disappear; e.g. éne or én ‘big’, sira, sir, Surg. sar
‘before’.
§ There is also a particular type of elision in the
middle of the word that is very influential and
extensive. This elision has the following rule: in the
middle of the word, any short vowel®! can disappear
when there is a long vowel in the preceding syllable
if the two consonants beside them can be joined to-
gether without help of a vowel; e.g. méndem instead
of menedem ‘bend’; axtem instead of agadem ‘vomit’;
joxtem instead of jogodem ‘go in’82; tegdem instead
of tegedem ‘fly’; ondet instead of onedet plural of onet
‘horn’; poxret instead of pogoret, plural of pogor “islet’,
etc. Dialectally, this elision can also occur immediately
after a short syllable; e.g. jaradem or jardem ‘forget’;
ewedem or eudem ‘cut, carve’.®3

1. This elision rule does not apply to compounds;
" eg. tudus (actually tat-us) ‘flint pouch’, pl.
tudusetd4.

2. The elision is also sometimes absent in single
words, especially if the consonants to be joined are too
many and heterogeneous; e.g. péten ‘cloud’, dat. petena
or petna; épsendem (not épsndem) ‘smell’; esemdem
(not ésmdem) ‘suck’; miraxat (not murxat) ‘cloudber-
ries’; xulaxat (not xulxat) ‘ravens’®s.

3. Additionally, in connection with this kind of
elision, the consonants involved can be either hard-
ened or smoothened, sometimes they can be elided,
too.

§ 33 In order to facilitate pronunciation, sometimes
short vowels can be added at the end or also in the
middle of a word; e.g. piuma-xar (instead of pum-xar);
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‘mown meadow’ waga-pelek (instead of wax-pélek) ‘one
kopeck’; xudamet ‘sixth’ (instead of xutmet); mogon,
Surg. mokn ‘pregnant’, etc. The language does not seem
to have any specific rules for additions like this.
§ 34 If we compare the Irty§ dialect to both Surgut
dialects, we can see many sorts of vowel differ-
ences both in the stem of the words and in the suffixes.
Here is a short overview of these:
a, e, e.g. LS.80 kera ‘sterlet (fish)’, LS. kari; es-
tem ‘let, release’, US. astem; kawa hammer’, LS.
kewi; eder ‘clear’, S. ater, kerap ‘vehicle’, S. kerep; jirnas
‘shirt’, S. jernes; Sermat ‘headstall’, S. Sirmet 87
o @ & eg. djem ‘glue’, S. éjem; ebet ‘smell’, S. apet;
¢awer ‘hare’, US. tewer; pagart ‘timber’, LS. pewert.
3 4 i eg. opa ‘elder sister’, S. opi; ana ‘mother’, S.
anki; lula ‘a seabird’, S. luli; ima ‘woman’, S. imi.
4 G Leg jandem, jéndem ‘drink’, S. jindem; tasem
‘my things’, S. tisem?3.
5 4 0 eg. jaradem ‘forget’, S. jorodem; adasa ‘stal-
lion’, S. odosa; aidem ‘find’, S. ojodem; kowa
‘cuckoo’, LS. kawi.
6. @ 0;eg. onet horn’, S apet; ondep ‘gaff, spear’, S.
andep; morom ‘fold’, S. maram; som ‘fish flake’,
S. sam; sojem ‘mountain brook’, S. sajem; sort ‘pike’, S.
sart; o5 ‘sheep’, S. ac®9.
7. a, u; e.g. warnai ‘crow’, S. urni.
g G U;e.g. supos ‘knitting needle’, US. sawas; axtem
‘vomit’, S. tgodem.
9. a, i; e.g. anasem ‘take off one’s shoes’, S. iinacem.
10, @ ai; e.g. joura ‘slanted’, S. jourai; ratxa ‘spruce’,
S. Aatxai; ariaxa ‘stepmother’, S. anjakaio°
11, @ oi; eg. poi ‘aspen’, S. pai; poidek ‘willow
grouse’, S. paitek; moitet ‘soap’, S. maitek9'.
12. au, iu; e.g. naurem, niurem ‘jump’92.
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86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

o1.

92.

The first word (along with the
words on the list without ref-
erence to dialect) represents
the Irtys dialect. This abbrevi-
ation is thus unnecessary (and
false!).

The differences in the first syl-
lable vowels show the result
of historical sound changes,
which have led to different
phonemes. The ones in the sec-
ond syllable again show pho-
netic realizations of the re-
duced vowel phoneme /2/.

This is the paradigmatic vowel
alternation d ~ i in Surgut.
This is an attested and regu-
lar sound correspondence be-
tween the dialects.

Suffixal variation; the words
without the final i (= j) show
the simplification of the suffix.
Essentially the same alterna-
tion as in no. 6, with a syllable-
final i (= j).

Essentially the same alterna-
tion as in no. 4, with a syllable-

final i (= )).



93.

94.

95-

96.

97-

98.

99.

The actual representation in
Surgut is 6, 5 (cf. nr. 17).

In the latter vowel, the labiali-
zation is a feature in the con-
sonant, the Surgut (Trj, Tra)
phoneme 5 phonematically /
Jjenat/.

The correct translation is
‘child’.

The first example shows the
same feature as explained in
note 94 but with the rounded
v° phoneme: (Irtys (Kr.) kew
vs. Surgut (Tra) kdy*; the latter
the combination aw vs. ew (the
word ‘child’ has a full vowel in
both syllables, even if marked
as “short” here)

Cf. notes 94 and 96: the alter-
nation is South -w vs. Surgut
-y actually néw ~ noy’, téw ~
A0Y”.

The verb ‘come’ is one of the
so-called thematic verbs that
have two or more vowel al-
ternations in the stem; how-
ever, they appear in different
inflective forms: in juwem ‘I
came’, the vowel is u; the var-
iant i does not occur in this
form (past) but instead in jitam
‘T come’ (present/future).
Simplification of the suffix; see
note 9o.

13.
‘silk’

pite.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.
20.
21.
22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
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e, i; e.g. keredem ‘return, come back’, S kirigdem;
kiser ‘playing cards’, OS. keser; jermak, jirmak

; jirnas ‘shirt’, S. jernes; pete ‘bottom, ground’, S.

e, 1, e.g. nebek ‘paper’, S. nipek; tilis ‘moon,
month’, S. tedes.

e, 0; e.g. ket ‘word’, S. kot; wen ‘son-in-law’, S.
won); kergem ‘fall (down)’, S. korgem?93.

é, U; e.g. éne, una ‘big’.

e, 0: e.g. pem ‘sauna steam’, S. pom; kerier ‘arm’,
US. koner.

é, ei; e.g. essig, eissig ‘old man’, ét, eit ‘item’; édem
‘leave (behind)’, S. eidem.

¢, eu; e.g. jénet ‘spinning wheel’, S. jeunet94

¢, au; e.g. meget ‘breast’, S. mauget.

ei, oi; e.g. tej ‘top, tip’, LS. toi.

ei, iii; e.g. tei ‘pus’, S. tiii.

eu, au; e.g. keu ‘stone’, S. kaux; iaurem ‘young95’,
S. rieurem9°.

eu, ou; e.g. neu ‘branch, twig’, LS. noux; teu
‘bone’, S. toux97.

i, u; e.g. jiwem, juwem ‘come’9%; Sudai ‘partridge’,
LS. sigdei.

i, u; e.g. mil ‘hat’, S. miil; jinda ‘tow line’, S. jin-
dex; linda ‘bullfinch’, S. liinti.

i, u; e.g. kida ‘sister-in-law, brother-in-law’, S.
kidi.

i, ai; e.g. warnai ‘crow’, S. urni; jeternai ‘caper-
caillie’, S. jeterni; kunnai ‘elbow’, S. kunxnio9.

o, u; e.g. tun ‘summer’, S. ton; turt ‘root’, LS.
tort; tunt ‘goose’, S. tont; unja ‘spruce’, S. onjex;

punat ‘side’, S. ponat; pusem ‘wash (clothes)’, S. pos-
sem; numem ‘remember’, S. nomem.

30.

0, u; e.g. xut ‘cough’, S. kot; xulax ‘raven’, US.
kolak; marax ‘cloudberry’, S. morak; omsem ‘sit’,

S. umsem; puden ‘nettle’, S. poden.
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31. o, 6; e.g. koriar, kerier ‘arm’, US. korier.

32. 0, 0; e.g. kor ‘oven’, S. kor; kon, kon ‘arctic fox’.

33, f)’ 0, oi; e.g. riogo ‘flesh, meat’, S. riogoi; oda, oida
sour’.

34 O, 0U g nox (US.), noux (LS.) ‘twig’; riox ‘moose’,
LS. rioux; tox (US.) ‘lake’, toux (LS.)10°,

35 0, au; e.g. jogot ‘bow’, LS. jaugot; pogor ‘islet’, S.
paugor; ogot ‘sledge’, LS. augot.

36. oi, ui; e.g. toi, tui ‘top, tip’, tui ‘finger’, LS. toi.

0;
0;

b) Alternations of consonants

§ 35 In order to provide general rules for alternations
in consonants, we divide them into three classes:
A) Hard: k, x, K, p,t, Lt £ ¢ S ¢ C
B) Smooth: g, g, n,b,d,d,d, d, 3 3.
C) Light:j, L I, m, n, fi, r, w.

As an exception, n has simultaneously the char-
acter of both a light and a smooth consonant.'°?

§ 36 There is arule to be observed, in Ostyak as well as

in other languages, that the smooth consonants
may not appear either in word-initial or word-final
position, whereas the hard and light consonants can
occur in both these positions!©2. However, the vowel
consonants j and w change into i and u in word-final
position, and word-initially they are very common'©3.

1. Among the smooth consonants, 1 and the aspi-
rated g can occur in word-final position, although
the latter changes easily to x; e.g. jig, jix ‘father’; meg,
mex ‘clay, land’, mag, max ‘honey’1°4.

2. If there are two consonants in the end of a
word, may neither of these be smooth. Only excep-
tionally sometimes the first of these can be smooth;
e.g. kadn or katn ‘two’195.

N.B.

§ Smooth consonants are equally rare in sylla-
ble-final positions inside one word, as they are
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100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

The labialization is, again, a
feature of the consonant: “US”
-y vs. “LS” -y°. However, the
rounded consonants k°, y° and
n’are attested in all Surgut dia-
lects.

In the German mscr., 7 is clas-
sified as a light consonant and
the “N.B” is the following: In
the Surgut dialects, h has si-
multaneously the character of
both a hard and a smooth con-
sonant, e.g. jandham ‘to sing’
(unclear, looks like “singen”).
With the exception of g = /y/
and n, the “smooth” conso-
nants are voiced (or medial)
allophones to the correspond-
ing “hard”, i.e. unvoiced stops
and affricates, and they occur
in word internal positions be-
tween vowels or following a
nasal (m, n, 7, ) or liquid (L, r).
So they, in fact, make up a
group of their own.

g = /y/ is the phoneme here
and x its word-final voice-
less allophone. In the observa-
tions of many other scholars,
the voiced g = /y/ also appears
word-finally.

This is an inflected form, seem-
ingly kdt ‘2> + px2sG “your
two”, i.e. ‘the two of yours’.



106.

107.
108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

113.

In the first example, there is a
phonetic free variation of Sur-
gut /aaram/. In the latter ex-
ample, the first variant maxta
[mayta] is from Irty$ and the
latter magdi [Trj mayai] from
Surgut.

Consonant!

There is no rule or tendency in
the distribution of /k/ and /y/
in this respect.

Le. the smoother (voiced or
medial) variants occur between
vowels or in combination with
a nasal or liquid (cf. note 102).
This is a rule which obvious-
ly has not been easy to formu-
late; e.g. in this example, the
consonant t is not followed by
a “hard” but by a “light” con-
sonant. We only need one rule,
which is formulated in note
109, and this is only for allo-
phones.

This would be, though, exact-
ly the same free variation as
in addam vs. attam above, cf.
note 106.

Phonematically:  jeritam —
jerittom 1 drank — 1 (will)
drink’; in the past tense, be-
tween a nasal and a vowel, the
allophone is medial (or voiced).
free variation in one context
(between vowels)
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@ 16 4o

in word-final position. In the Irty$ dialects, only » and
g appear often in syllable-final position; e.g. jigden
‘stepfather’, megden ‘cyprinus dobula (dace)’, megder
‘angleworm’, ondep ‘gaff, spear’, jendem ‘spin’, where-
as in the Surgut dialects, other consonants can also ap-
pear, e.g. iddim ‘I (will) heat’; addam ‘T (will) sleep’.
§ 38 In syllable-initial positions, a hard consonant
must always be preceded by a hard one and a
smooth consonant by a smooth one.; e.g. addam or
attam ‘1 (will) sleep’, maxta, magdi ‘laurel willow’1°.
If the preceding syllable ends with a vowel or a light
consonant, either a hard or a smooth consonant can
initiate the following one. There are no specific rules
in these cases, yet it seems that a condition can be
given according to which a smooth vowel'°7 follows a
long syllable and a hard one a short syllable; e.g. jukan
‘lot (fate)’; jogot ‘bow’.108
§ 39 According to the sound harmonic rules in Os-
tyak presented in §§ 36-38, the consonants
are either hardened or smoothened. The smoothen-
ing occurs especially when a flexion ending is added,
in compounds, in the frequent cases with additional
vowels, etc.; e.g. kerap ‘vehicle’, pl. kerabet; pelak
‘half’, pelget; xodoxta instead of xotoxta ‘roof’; axtem
or tigodem ‘vomit’©9. On the other hand, the conso-
nants are always hardened when they are word-final,
as well as in the middle of the word following a hard
consonant; e.g. pedem ‘horsefly’, pl. pétmet (instead
of pédemet)''©, tubat ‘basket’, pl. tuptet (instead of
tubadet); joxtem (instead of jogodem) ‘go in’; omattem
(instead of omaddem) I (will) sit’"; taptem (instead of
tabedem) ‘feed’.
§ 40 In Ostyak, the smooth and hard consonants cor-
responding to one another are the following;

b and p; e.g. libet ‘leaf’, pl. liptet.

d — t; e.g. jadam ‘seine net’, pl. jatmet.
d — t; e.g. nadem ‘tongue’, pl. iatmet.
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d" and t; e.g. jendem ‘drink’, fut. jenttem''2.

d — t; e.g. sida or sita ‘gunpowder’!13,

g —k, x; e.g. jigem ‘set (a bow, a trap)’; fut.
Jjiktem; riagam ‘laugh’, fut. Aaxtam"4.

& —K; e.g. senk ‘bast’, sengem ‘my bast’.

n — nk, nx; e.g. senem ‘hit’, fut. senktem;
janam ‘walk’, fut. janxtam's.

(3—0

3 —¢ §e.g. uSor uc ‘cloth’, ugem ‘my cloth’,
mungoliem ‘I bound’, 1. prs. PL1¢
mungolSmen.

N.g. The hard s has no smooth counterpart in the
language and thus cannot occur together with a
smooth consonant.

41 A sequential rule after those concerning smooth-
ening and hardening of the consonants in Os-
tyak is, as in most of the related languages, the very
important rule that two consonants are not allowed
either in the beginning of a word or syllable or in the
end of them. Only in word- or syllable-final positions
are there sometimes sequences of two consonants,
when one of these, and most often the former, is a lig-
uid or sibilant, or 1 or t. We have observed the follow-
ing combinations of two consonants: It, I, mt, nt, nt,
nt, nt, rt, ts, st, tt, IS, ns, né, nk, nk, nx, tn, dn, mp, kn, rm,
rn, rx; e.g. peltéeém ‘I exchange’, polt ‘tallow’, teremt-
tem ‘1 spread (out)’, tunt ‘goose’, mont ‘story’, kunt
‘sunrise, sunset’, sart ‘pike’, sast ‘lizard’''7, amest ‘he
sits’118, ott ‘they sleep’, nogolsmen gerund of nogoliem
‘stake, support’19, ¢anspan ‘pitch thread’, éanc ‘knee’,
jank ‘nail’, senk ‘bast’, onx ‘resin’2, itn ‘evening’,
kadn ‘two’ 21, amp ‘dog’'?2, wokn ‘strong’, turm ‘God’,
arnden ‘guilty’, dirx, erx ‘excessive’123,
§ 42 Some consonants occur in the combina-
tions mentioned above only seldom, and usu-
ally change into other sounds. Thus, m in front of ¢
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114.

115.

116.

117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

The examples represent two
different alternations: in the
first one the phoneme /k/ is
represented by a medial be-
tween two vowels (phonetical-
ly {jicam}), whilst in the second
one the phoneme /y/ is repre-
sented by its voiceless allo-
phone followed by a voiceless
stop (backward assimilation).
In these cases, both the com-
binations nk and ny have been
sporadically  simplified be-
tween vowels. This does not
normally happen in Khanty
dialects. The normalized verbs
are senk- and jany-, respective-
ly.

First person dual! All examples
represent the phoneme /¢/.

Up to this, they are combina-
tions that truly exist in these
positions, cf. 120 below.

A and its counterpart [ in the
northern dialects form a sylla-
ble of their own when used as a
personal ending, like here pre-
sent tense 3sG.

These two have in the pho-
nematic system, a schwa be-
tween the consonants; i.e. they
are not combinations of two
consonants but sequences of
C1aCa2.

Combinations of nasal/liquid +
stop/affricate are allowed. They
are, though, often simplified to
a stop/affricate: jak : jankem,
etc.

iton ‘in the morning’, kdtan ‘the
two of yours’, cf. note 105.

Cf. 120 above, often ap : ampem
‘my dogs’, apyan ‘two dogs’ but
ampat ‘(many) dogs’.

actually: (S.) wdy‘an, turom,
drantan, oray



124.
125.

126.

127.

128.

129.

dual = ‘we two; both of us’

In the Surgut dialects, they
represent the same phoneme,
whilst in the southern dialects,
/¢/ and /$/ are separate (Honti
1984: 26).

This is a lexical phenomenon
and concerns certain words.
The ones mentioned here be-
long to the most important
ones of this kind: the regular
form for ‘one’ is /¢&j/ {i}, and
there are no later examples of
the form it; iwe(t) /iwa, iwat/ is
a postposition which in many
dialects has developed into ab-
lative case suffix; én is a neg-
ative particle which is used in
verb conjugation and often los-
es its final -t when the verb fol-
lowing it begins with a conso-
nant (as in the final example
of § 43); and the 1PsG pronoun
(Surgut md, O ma) only gets its
-n in declension.

The possessive suffix of 2psG
is -en; it is recognizable also
without the final -n on the ba-
sis of its full vowel.

Rather ‘armless man’. There is
also an assimilation <tt> in the
written form, actually /kdtaay
ku/ (kdt ‘arm, hand’, -a0y is the
caritive suffix); certainly an as-
similation or elision takes place
when y and k meet at a word
boundary; one would rather
expect {kdtaok ku}.

The dual suffix is /-yan/; in the
northern and part of the south-
ern (Kr.) dialects, /-nan/.

OsTIACICA
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usually changes into n; e.g. terenttem I spread (out)’
instead of teremttem. In the middle of a word, ¢ also
very often becomes § when preceded by a conso-
nant; e.g. kenSmen instead of kenémen ‘we'?4 caught’,
¢anspan instead of ¢anépan ‘pitch thread’. Addition-
ally, in the Surgut dialects, word-final ¢ nearly always
changes into §; e.g. a$ instead of a¢ ‘chalk’; @s instead
of uc ‘cloth’; wos instead of wo¢ ‘town’125.
§ 43 In order to prevent too many consonants from
occurring together, the language uses the means
of deleting one of the consonants, in most cases the
first one. In addition, of the consonants mentioned in
§ 41, one is sometimes deleted; e.g. ramlet instead of
riamplet, pl. of iambal ‘mud’; kuspet instead of kunspet,
pl. of kunjep ‘comb’, jaxtam instead of janxtam ‘T
walk’. Sometimes the latter consonant is deleted; e.g.
tor instead of tort ‘root’. This happens especially often
in situations when two words are tied together in pro-
nunciation and thereby several consonants meet; e.g.
ammox instead of amp-mox ‘puppy’; en werem instead
of ent werem ‘I did not (do)’.
§ 44 Additionally, there are many elisior.ls in Ostyak
that are not dependent on any special rules. Es-
pecially in word-final position, ¢, n and in the Surgut
dialects x are deleted; e.g. i pa instead of it pa ‘once’;
opiwe instead of opiwet ‘from the elder sister’; en in-
stead of ent ‘not’, ma instead of man ‘T12%; rite instead
of riten ‘your boat’'27; kotta ku instead of kottax ku
‘man without a hand’28. The elision of x also some-
times occurs in the middle of a word; e.g. lenkep ‘split’,
dual lenkepan instead of lenkepxan'?9. Moreover, a
double consonant is often pronounced as a single one,
and when two similar syllables meet, one of them can
sometimes be deleted; e.g. imiden instead of imideden
‘your mothers’; cf. § 85. Some special elisions will be
discussed in the morphological section.

N.B. In many cases, in the general pronunciation, the
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consonant can partly be deleted, partly preserved. In
the orthography, we follow the etymological demands
of the language and thus write the sounds as com-
pletely as possible.
§ 45 Sometimes in Ostyak, the vowel consonants j, w
as well as g, x and k can be added. This addition
occurs in word-initial and word-final as well as word-
internal positions:

A When the word begins with a vowel, sometimes

j and w are required as a kind of aspiration; e.g.
it or jit ‘under’, indep or jindep ‘needle’13°.
Word-final vowels in the Surgut dialects become
aspirated when they occur with x; e.g. neu, noux
‘twig’; jeu, jeux ‘perch’; jeura, jeurex ‘wolf’; keu, LS.
kaux ‘stone’'3%. The Irty$ dialect often uses j and this is
why i is written after the vowel; e.g. joura or jourai, S.
Jjagrax ‘slanted’132,

) Word-internally we find the following additions
of consonants:

a) Between two vowels that come together, j, g or
w is easily added; e.g. mejem instead of me’em
‘give’, Hatxaja or natxaga instead of ratxa’a,
dative of ratxa ‘pine’, téwem instead of te’em
‘eat’33. This addition of j, g often occurs when
the two vowels are exactly the same and espe-
cially when the first one is long.

b) In the Surgut dialects, g can sometimes also be
added between a vowel and a consonant; e.g. ja-
ran, S. jargan ‘Samoyed’, sewem, S séwgem ‘braid,
weave’, Sudai, S. Sigdei ‘partridge’, keredem, S.
kirigdem ‘return’134.

0) Word-internally, an addition of x, k occurs some-
times but rarely in the Surgut dialects; e.g. na-
masem, S. namaxsem ‘remember’, naresem, S.
nareksem ‘play’135.

§ 46 In the Surgut dialects, a single consonant is
very often duplicated between the vowels of the
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130.

131.

132.

133.

134.

135.

In the first example, j is added
in jit, while in the second ex-
ample, j is original and deleted
in indep.

In three of these examples, it is
a question of the correspond-
ence of South -w vs. Surgut -y°
(marked with <ux>; i.e. the la-
bialization takes place on the
consonant). In the word for
‘wolf’, there is an elision of the
final consonant -y in the South.
the same derivation type as in
‘wolf” above

The verbs ‘give’ and ‘eat’ are
thematic, i.e. they have two al-
ternating stems: me- ~ méj- and
te- ~ tew- (Surgut ai- ~ Aiy™- or
Aiw-, respectively). (Honti 1984:
35-36.)

In these words, too, -y- is origi-
nal, and in the South, an elision
has taken place.

Here, too, the guttural is origi-
nal, while in the South, an eli-
sion has taken place.



136.

137.

138.

139.

140.

141.

142.

This is one reason why the
vowels today are divided into
full vs. reduced instead of long
vs. short; because full vowels
also have short allophones. It is
rather interesting that Castrén
has wanted to write a double j
following the Finnish way with
<ij>.

This is a partial assimilation to
A, which in these suffixes marks
plurality of the possessed.
Here, an extra j is added, prob-
ably to stress the palatalization.
This is also assimilation; it is
expected that the whole conso-
nant cluster would get the pal-
atalization of /rit/ here; i.e. the
palatalization does not move
entirely from the consonant
cluster of the stem to the suffix,
but is rather extended to the
suffix.

This is not a sound change or
alternation but a difference in
the suffixes referring to num-
ber and possession. In Surgut,
the suffix for absolute dual is
-yon and the one for dual pos-
sessed is -yaa- with the original
dual marker -y- and -4 proba-
bly adopted from the series of
plural possessed, cf. possessive
suffixes pp. 15-16 in the Short
Grammatical Description.

The former is a speciality oc-
curring in derivation, the latter
a backward assimilation.

Le. the reduced vowel makes
the consonant sound stronger,
cf. 136 above.

OsTIACICA

@ 20 g

first and the second syllable. This reduplication takes
place especially after a preceding long vowel, which in
this position is normally pronounced as a short vowel
(cf. § 52, section b); e.g. xoten, S. kotten (kotten) ‘swan’;
kene, S. kannex (kannex) ‘easy, light’, éjem, S. éijem in-
stead of ejjem (ejjem) ‘glue’.3¢ It has to be noted that
in connection with the reduplication, the weak conso-
nants are always hardened; e.g. edep, S. ettep ‘verst’,
kugur, S. kukkur ‘basket’; cf. § 39.
§ 47 Moreover, there are many consonant changes
that cannot be described with common rules
and regulations. We give the most important of these
here:
4) In the Surgut dialects, ¢ changes often into £ e.g.
uc ‘cloth’, attam ‘my clothes’, a¢ ‘mutton’, attam
‘my muttons’37.
p) tt (£ + t) becomes tf (t + £) and rit becomes nf;
e.g. jendjem ‘drink’38, fut. jéenttem instead of
jenttem'39.
¢) Similarly, ¢t (¢ + ?) becomes ¢ (¢ + ¢); e.g. pelsem
‘exchange’, fut. peltcem instead of pelctem.
x + x can never occur together, but instead change
into k + k (kk); e.g. wasex ‘duck’, dual wasekkan
instead of wasexxan.
e) in Surgut changes sometimes into t; e.g. ritxan
‘two boats’, ritxadam (actually ritxat-am) ‘my
two boats’14°.
p) t alternates with s; e.g. ebet ‘smell’, épsendem (in-
stead of eptendem) ‘to smell’, fissir instead of fitsir
‘that kind of*141,
§ 48 In cases where the syllable ends with a pure con-
sonant k, p, t, I, m, n, r, sand the vowel is short, the
consonant is duplicated™4?; e.g. jat, jatt ‘lazy’, riot, riott
‘nose’, jem, jemm ‘good’, etc. As this duplication is most
often due to organic reasons and does not occur when
vowel-initial suffixes are added, it does not need any
specific marking. However, when this reduplication

66



ATTEMPT AT AN OSTYAK GRAMMAR

@ 2

can be shown to have an etymological background, it
must also be marked. In some monosyllabic words, a
purely phonetical double consonant must also be indi-
cated, because it is preserved in connection with suf-
fixes that begin with a vowel; e.g. xatt ‘day’, xattiwen
‘during the days’, xattet ‘days’'43; semm ‘eye’'44, sem-
met ‘(several) eyes’.
49 In a similar way as the vowels, consonants also
vary conditionally in the different dialects. Here
we give a short overview to some of the consonant
alternations of that kind:
A The weak consonants b, w, d, d, d, d; g, 8§ 1,3 3
alternate with the strong consonants p, t, t, £, ¢,
k, x, K, nk, nx, ¢, ¢ e.g. libet, S. lipet ‘leaf’; jipex, jiwex,
Irt. jiba ‘owl’; éndep, entep ‘belt’; kada, kata ‘dew’;
kudar, kutar ‘ermine’; sida, sita ‘gunpowder’; argem,
arkem ‘sing’; magdi, maxta ‘white’; riorgem, rioxrem
‘cut, curve’; sana, sanki ‘clear’; munolem, munxlodem
‘bound’; ke3e, kacex ‘knife’145,
The aspirated consonants alternate with tenues
and mediae; e.g. adan, S. adan ‘morning’; péten,
S. péten ‘cloud’; petem, S. petem ‘lip’; ede, S. ate ‘1id’140.
0) The smooth or palatalized consonants are some-
times pronounced as hard ones; e.g. agar or akan
‘doll’, ariges, ankec ‘pea’, Sermat, sirmet ‘headstall’.
D) The following sibilants alternate:
s with ¢; e.g. anasem, S. unacem ‘take off one’s
shoes’.
b) swith $; e.g. riarsa, S. riarse ‘willow’.
§ with ¢ e.g. as, a¢ ‘chalk’; wos, wo¢ ‘town’, s,
uc ‘cloth’.
¢ with #; e.g. jirca, jirta ‘brother-in-law’; catxa,
totxa ‘scythe’47.
e) ¢with t; e.g. céwer, tewer ‘hare’148,
E) The following gutturals alternate:
a) g with wand u; e.g. kowa, S. kogi ‘cuckoo’; joura,
S. jograx'49 ‘slanted’.

a)
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143.

144.

145.

146.

147.

148.

149.

In the word for ‘day’, the dou-
ble consonant is truly etymo-
logical: it originates from a
combination of tand a syllable-
forming I, of which the latter
has changed into ¢in the South,
as have all the I-sounds in these
dialects (and in Surgut into 4;
in Surgut the word is kdat3a).
South /sem/ (full vowel), Sur-
gut /sam/ (reduced)

This is partly between and
partly within dialects: the me-
dial pronunciation of stops and
affricates between vowels and
close to a nasal or liquid (cf.
note 102).

The unvoiced (medial) later-
als are suddenly called “aspi-
rated”; these are the ones that
originate from *I, which in its
turn has become tin the South,
cf. 143 above.

rather: ¢ with f; jiréa vs. jirta;
tatya

This is the same as in d) and
146: Cewer vs. tewer.

on p. 19/65, “S. jagrax”



150.

151.

152.

153.

154.

155.

This is a regular sound corre-
spondence between the Sur-
gut and the southern dialects,
where word-initial *k has be-
come x in front of a back vowel.
In other positions, the change
is less regular.

This is a question of a relative-
ly small difference in pronunci-
ation between specific dialects
(Paasonen has marked velars
instead of dentals in the Khan-
ty dialect of Konda).

This is not the same */ that is
represented by t in South.

In many Finno-Ugric languag-
es, they are truly separate.
Considering Khanty, also in
what follows in Castrén’s de-
scription, in some cases they
are linked together. This is be-
cause the accent in Khanty is
not as stable and strong as in
e.g. Finnish or Hungarian.

This is, in fact, a connection be-
tween quantity and stress, al-
though the quantity of vowels
is not really an issue of quan-
tity but rather one of full vs. re-
duced (cf. note 21).
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x with k; e.g. xump, S. kump ‘wave’; xui, S. kui
‘man’'5°; murax, S. morak ‘cloudberry’; ariaxa, S.
anakai ‘stepmother’’5'.

o) & with n; e.g.‘pegai, S. penai ‘the left (one)’; tar-
gat, S. tarpet ‘lung’.

d) k (x) with nk; e.g. kolak (xulax), kolank ‘raven’;
mellek, mellenk ‘warm’.

e) s K with d, t; e.g. ningem, nindem ‘take a rest’;
Kenak, tenak ‘wart’152.

F) The following liquid consonants alternate some-
times:

a) [with d; e.g. tilis, S. tédes ‘moon, month’153.

b) nwith n; e.g. xansa, S. xansa ‘pipe’.

D) Accent and quantity

§ 50 The length (quantity) and the stress (accent)
of the words in Ostyak obey almost the same
regulations as in the Tartar languages. Although they
are in some sense connected to one another, accent
and quantity are in these languages two most inde-
pendent phenomena'54, and they may not be mixed,
which so often happens in the Turkic and Mongolian
languages.
§ 51 First, when it comes to stress, it is not equally
strong in Ostyak as in Tartar, but falls, howev-
er, most often on the final syllable of the word. The
strength of the stress depends on many factors, and
here we wish to mention the most important ones:
o) The final syllable is most strongly stressed in cas-
es where it contains a long vowel while the other
syllables only have short vowels; e.g. urma ‘mitten’,
umba ‘scoop’, pusa ‘beer’, etc.155
When the word consists of short syllables, the fi-
nal syllable has a very weak stress; but if the word
ends with a consonant, the stress is much stronger;
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e.g. jiba ‘owl’, mara ‘younger brother’, adam ‘man, hu-
man’, kerap ‘vehicle’.

This phenomenon is based on the fact that it is
much harder for the organs to pronounce a con-
sonant than a vowel in the end of a word. That is also
why Finnish very seldom has word-final consonants,
and why in Ostyak the final syllables ending in conso-
nants only in order to make the pronunciation easier
have a fuller stress and, as a whole, a greater volume.

N.B.

o) A preceding long syllable in the word always
makes the stress of the final syllable weaker; and
if the penultima has a long vowel, the ultima gets a
very weak stress or no stress at all; e.g. jogot ‘bow’,
sodop ‘sheath’. In this case, the vowel of the final syl-
lable is pronounced almost like a schwa, or can be to-
tally deleted; e.g. turum or turm ‘God’.15¢
§ 52 The quantity of the syllables cannot be described
with general rules, and that is why the long and
the short vowels are separated with special marking in
this work. However, it seems that concerning quantity,
the following rules can be given for Ostyak:
a When, on one hand, the final syllable takes the
stress, on the other hand, the first syllable tends to
increase its length, at least on the basis of its position'57.
p) If @ long vowel is followed by two consonants,
it very often loses its length in pronunciations;
e.g. jastem or jastem ‘say’, Finn. haastan's9; jendem or
jendem ‘drink’.
If the vowel precedes an aspirated g, it is pro-
nounced long as in the Tartar languages; e.g.
jagam ‘moor’, jagal ‘step’6°.
d) The long vowel in monosyllabic words is in most
cases pronounced short; e.g. aror ar ‘big’, ket, ket
‘hand’161,
In a similar way, the vowel of the final syllable
in multisyllabic words is most often pronounced
short.
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156.

157.

158.

159.

160.

161.

There are two additions in the
German mscr.: “d) Bei dem Zu-
satze von Affirmativen kom-
mt der Ton in der gewohnli-
chen Aussprache zuweilen auf
der letzten Sylbe des Stammes
zu ruhen, z. B. panémen, wir
(zwei) legten. e) In zusam-
mengesetzten Worter fallt der
Ton, so wie in einfachen, nach
der Regel auf der Endsylbe des
letztes Wortes, z. B. xadaii,
Censtup’”.

This is a cryptic rule that is
hard to understand without ex-
amples.

This, again, means that the
vowel is not phonological-
ly long but rather full (vs. re-
duced, which in similar posi-
tions is pronounced short or
overshort).

‘talk’; this is one of the few et-
ymological comparisons pre-
sented in the grammar (more
are found in the word list); the
comparison is false, although
basically the sound corre-
spondence Kh. j- ~ Fi. h-is pos-
sible (e.g. Khanty jépa ‘owl’ ~
Fi. hyypid id., in which Finn-
ish has a secondary prolonga-
tion of the vowel probably due
to affect; the consonants repre-
sent the PFU *3). Nevertheless;
the word internal correspond-
ence -st- ~ -st- does not follow
the sound-historical rules.
Phonematically, reduced (here:
“short”) vowels are also com-
mon in front of /y/, e.g. S jéy
‘father’, joyat- ‘come, arrive’,
moy(i) ‘what’.

in a closed syllable in front of a
word-final consonant



162.

163.
164.
165.

166.
167.

168.

169.

170.

The manuscript has a section of
its own for adjectives, 4 % pag-
es, including a list of derivative
suffixes. In the printed version,
this has been combined with
the section for nouns.

when needed

or ‘halfleg’

There are lots of these, many
already mentioned in the pho-
nological section.

hiatus

In these words, the final con-
sonant is original and the var-
iants ending in a vowel show
the result of word-final elision.
The Samoyed word is a cognate
of the Khanty one; however, -k
is here an old derivative suffix.
The word has two variants that
are used partly in different
functions (nen being more in-
dependent (‘woman’), ne used
more in compounds (‘female’).
-7 represents the original stem
consonant (PU *ndxi ‘woman’,
e.g. Janhunen 1981: 27).
Concerning derivation, Cast-
rén has in his Swedish original
manuscript (p. 215) a historical
introduction to the morpholo-
gy of nouns:

“As already has been denot-
ed earlier, we have to assume,
on the basis of the basic char-
acter of the Finnish languages,
that the majority of primitive
nouns in Ostyak, too, has con-
sisted of two-syllable words,
which have been vowel-final
and had the accent on the first
syllable of the word. In addi-
tion, in all the Finnish languag-
es there are also some original
stems that only have one sylla-
ble and usually end in a vow-
el, which usually is long. The
Ostyak words that end in a
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II Morphology

1) Noun

§ 53 Like the Finnish and Tartar languages in gen-
eral, the Ostyak language does not differenti-
ate between nouns and adjectives!©2, Both classes of
nouns take the same suffixes for cases and numbers;
neither of them shows genus, which is expressed!©3 by
different words or using the word xui ‘man; male’ and
nen ‘woman, female’; e.g. xui-tau ‘stallion’, nen-tau
‘mare’, xui-tawax ‘cock’, nen-tawax ‘hen’. The adjec-
tives do not have an actual comparative form, which
in some Finnish languages is used to justify the differ-
ence between nouns and adjectives. Even on semanti-
cal basis the two classes of nouns are not so different,
because the same noun can often be used both as a
substantive or an adjective; e.g. jem ‘good; goodness’,
kur-pelek ‘lame’ (actually ‘half-foot’104).
§ 54 The stem of a noun does not have any spe-
cial endings; nouns can end in any vowel or
consonant. This concerns especially the monosyl-
labic root words; most of the disyllabic words end
in a vowel. However, there are also some disyllabic
nouns that end in a consonant, and yet they can be
considered root words'®s; e.g. ¢ewer ‘hare’, mulem
‘smoke’, riadem ‘tongue’; it is, however, common
that the final consonant in disyllabic as well as in
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multisyllabic words is added to the stem in order to
obey the rules of euphony' or it shows that the word
is a derivative.
§ 55 For euphony, x, j (i) are added according to § 45
to the words ending with a vowel; e.g. tunda or
tondax ‘birch bark’, joura, jourai (instead of jouraj), jog-
rax ‘slanted’, jemse, jemsai ‘the right side’°7. In some
words, also k as 1 seems to be added on the basis of
euphony; e.g. pelek ‘half’, Sam. pele, Finn. puoli*8; nen
or ne ‘woman’1%9, etc.
§ 56 Some nominal endings, which in most cases
are used to form derivatives, can be mentioned
here!7°:
A -ep (-ap, -op) appears often in nouns (substan-
tives) as well as in adjectives; e.g. jindep ‘nee-
dle’, endep ‘belt’, soodop ‘sheath’, ondap ‘cradle’, jedep
‘new’, odap ‘strong’, turap ‘loose, lax’. This suffix is
used very often to turn verbs into nouns referring to
tools or instruments; e.g. kunjep ‘comb’ (kunzem ‘to
comb’), nogol3ep ‘strut, support’ (nogoliem ‘to lean’),
tutxaep ‘churn staff’ (tutxaem ‘to churn’)'7.
B. “€n (-ap, -op) is also a common ending in
nouns and adjectives; e.g. aden ‘morning’, jasen
‘speech’, ajan ‘happy’, namsen ‘clever, wise’72. The
possessive adjectives, too, are always built with this
suffix; e.g. kewen ‘stony’ (from keu ‘stone’), meérgen
‘winged’ (from meérek ‘wing’), tasan ‘rich, someone
who has things’ from tas ‘thing(s), puman ‘grass-
grown’, punan ‘hairy’, etc.
-li is used in a few dialects to build diminu-
" tive forms from nouns and adjectives; e.g. ateli
from ate ‘father’, imili from imi ‘mother’, gjeli from aj
‘small’, etc.
The diminutive forms from adjectives are in most
" cases built with -oxtep!73; e.g. ajoxtep ‘smallish’,
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171.

172.

173.

consonant are not genuine, but
have evolved a) through short-
ening of the originally two-syl-
lable stem; b) through inserting
of a consonant (n, ng) into the
one syllable, originally vowel-
final stem. In addition, many
two-syllable stems have oc-
casionally adopted a conso-
nant after their final vowel, and
some of them have also pulled
the accent back to the final syl-
lable.

All nouns that have not de-
veloped according to the rules
described in the preceding §
are thus derived from other
words or borrowed from oth-
er languages. In the following
we will give some of the most
common nominal suffixes..”

[This historical comment
seems to have been considered
superfluous in the translation
phase. It is also a very Finnish-
based assumption. The current
view of the original Proto-Ural-
ic/Finno-Ugric stems is, indeed,
that they were vowel-final and
consisted of two syllables, but
what comes to Castrén’s point
b), these also had the same orig-
inal (C)VCV structure, and in
the Finnic languages the long
vowel is a consequence of the
loss of a consonant like j, w, p
or y, which is still present in the
Khanty dialects.]
jindep is also an instrument, cf.
jindem (jint- ‘sew’).

The word ‘morning’ is not a de-
rivative; jasen /jdson/ ‘speech’
cf. jast- ‘say, speak’, ajan /djon/
‘happy, lucky’ cf. gj ‘luck’, nam-
sen /namson, nomson/ ‘clev-
er, wise’, cf. ndmoes, nomoas
‘thought’.

Cf. note 8o.



174.

These are actually compounds,
cf. ot ‘thing; something’ and
the words given here as exam-
ples could also (or rather) be
translated as ‘the good one’,
‘the red one’, ‘the one that has
been thrown’. It is thus rather a
nominizer.

OsTIACICA

@ 26 4

Russian manosarsrii (from gj ‘small’), werdoxtep ‘red-
dish’, Russian kpacuosatsli (from werde ‘red’), nowox-
tep ‘whitish, a little white’, Russian 6knoBatsrit (from
nowa ‘white’). In these adjectives, the suffix 3ek, cek,
which is common in many Tartar languages, appears
in some dialects; e.g. aifek ‘smallish’, werdejek ‘red-
dish’, cenkéek ‘a little bit warm’.
-at is an affix that forms indefinite nouns, pro-
" nouns and adverbs; e.g. jemat ‘something good’,
werda’at or werdagat ‘something red’, tagamemat
‘something that has been thrown’74.
F. -xa, -ka, -ga appear mostly in loan words; e.g.
ariaxa or anaka ‘stepmother’, ratxa ‘spruce’,
catxa ‘scythe’, sulaika ‘inkwell’, seberga ‘broom’.
G. -da(de), -ta(te), Surg. -dax(dex), -tax (tex) builds
both the caritive case and negative adjectives;
e.g. tutta ‘mouthless, dumb’, S. tuttax; sémde ‘eyeless,
blind’, S. semd.ex.

A. Declension

§ 57 In Ostyak, all nouns, adjectives, participles as
well as many pronouns and numerals can be de-
clined. The declension does not, however, take place
in attributive relations but only in cases where the
word has a nominal character; e.g. aj ‘small’, dative
aja ‘to the small one’, toma ‘this’, ablative tomiwet
‘from this one’, adem ‘bad’, nominative plural atmet
‘the bad ones’, werde ‘red’, ablative werdediwet ‘from
the red ones’. Cf. aj riaurema ‘to the little child’, toma
xajadiwet ‘from these people’, adem xodat ‘bad huts’,
werde xodadiwet ‘from the red huts’.
§ 58 The Surgut dialects have three numbers for all
categories of nouns, pronouns and verbs: singu-
lar, dual and plural. In the Irty$ dialects, only verbs
and personal pronouns have these three numbers; the
nouns, adjectives, all numerals and many pronouns
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have only two numbers: singular and plural'7s. As in
other languages, too, the singular in Ostyak is also
without a general suffix. The dual suffix forms are: gan,
xan, kan, (gen, xen, ken)'7°, which correspond to the
Lappish ga and ka and the Samoyed ha'77. The plural
takes in most cases the suffix et (et), which also appears
in Finnish and in many other related languages'78.
§ 59 When it comes to declension cases, Ostyak is

not as rich as most of the languages in the same
family. In addition to many local cases, the genitive
and accusative are also completely missing in Ostyak.
In this language, only the following five cases have
special suffixes: dative, locative, ablative, caritive and
instructive. With the exception of personal pronouns,
all nouns and pronouns take the same suffixes in sin-
gular, dual and plural. Only caritive is not used in the
dual and plural. We will provide all of the different
case suffixes in the following paragraphs.
§ 60 The stem of the word is used to express the sin-

gular nominative, e.g. ana ‘mother’, éwa ‘daugh-
ter’, keu ‘stone’, jink ‘water’.

The dual suffixes arel79:

1. &an (gen), when the stem ends with a vowel or
a smooth consonant; e.g. kara ‘bottom, ground’,
dual karagan, iki*8° ‘old man’, dual ikigen.

o xan (xen), when the stem-final consonant is
hard; e.g. wont ‘mountain’, dual wontxan, rit
‘boat’, dual ritxen.

3 kan (ken) after a stem-final x (k); e.g. max ‘bea-
ver’, dual makkan.

4 Occasionally an, en after a hard consonant and
especially after k; e.g. lenkep ‘hole’, dual len-

kepan, jak ‘writer’, dual jakan'®.
The plural suffixes are:

1. -et, Surg. -et'®2, in most of the words; e.g. ima
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175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

181.

182.

Nouns also have dual suffix-
es in the southern (DN, DT,
Ko, Kr.) dialects (e.g. Honti
1984: 131-132). The absolute (i.e.
non-possessive) dual suffix is
in South -yan, in Surgut -yan,
-yan.

The vowel alternations (also in
the examples at the end of this
page) represent the two dif-
ferent variants of the Surgut
schwa (2, 3), according to vowel
harmony.

This is a relevant and correct
comparison. The PU recon-
struction for absolute dual is
*kA.

These represent the PU abso-
lute plural suffix *t.

The consonant alternation
shows the partial assimilation
of y into the following conso-
nant. In front of k it is often
pronounced as k.

The role of the circumflex is not
clear. It might be typographic
error or a means to stress the
accent on the final syllable (ac-
tually: iki: ikiyan).

This is a further development
of the assimilation above (see
note 179).

The suffix is -t in Surgut, too,
because it represents the PU,
POU “t; the voiceless lateral
A is the representative of PU,
PFU lateral *I (and *s). What
grounds this lateral interpreta-
tion in plural has, is completely
unknown.



183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

not “next” (“in der nichsten
Silbe”) as in the original

The Surgut dialects have three
plural suffix allomorphs: at/5t
after a consonant stem, t after a
stem ending in full vowel (e.g.
imi ‘woman’, pl. imit) and -at
following a stem that ends with
a reduced vowel. The Surgut
suffixes are provided in their
right form in the mscr. (MC V
p- 74) as -t, -et, -at; why they
are changed in the printed ver-
sion to -t, -at, -ot is a mystery.
i.e. the functions of possessor
and goal (object)

Le. uses a relatively fixed SOV
word order (and fixed constitu-
ent order of GN). In the Swed-
ish manuscript (p. 198), the dis-
tinction between the subject
and the object (nominative and
accusative) is more cryptic: “In
simple sentences, where a noun
could denote both the subject
and the object (of a sentence),
the ambiguity shows in a way
that the subjective sentences are
expressed with a aetive passive

construction where-the-subjeet

His}i-1Inessivas or Instructivus
and-the-verb [i.e. a passive verb
and a locative agent], the ob-
jective with an active, e.g. xui-
na tagameda tagamai, vir mo-
vit, a viro motum est, ‘the man
throws; by the man is thrown’,
xui tagameiot virum (non vir)
movit ‘[he] threw the man’”

While working on the
German translation, Castrén
reached a far simpler explana-
tion based on basic word order.
Oluga (S) tau (tdw) ‘horse’ (G),
wares (wdrss) ‘mane’ (Adv), pan
‘string’ (0), wer- ‘make’ (V).
The example sentence is added
after the German mscr.
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‘mother’, pl. imet. In front of a vowel e often
changes into i; e.g. Ratxaet, natxait.

o -at, -of, Surg. -at, -ot, after an aspirated g, when
there is @, 6 or @ in the preceding'®3 syllable; e.g.
wax ‘money’, pl. wagat; mox ‘young of an ani-
mal’, pl. mogot; jux ‘tree’, pl. jugot. In the Sur-
gut dialects, at also occurs very often following
other consonants, when there are hard vowels
in the stem; e.g. wont ‘mountain’, pl. wondat.84

3 -t in the Surgut dialects after a stem-final vow-
el; e.g. kara ‘bottom, ground’, pl. karat, also
karagat; iki ‘old man’, pl. ikit. In Irty§ as well
as in the Surgut dialects, the elision of the bind-
ing vowel can take place after n, s or diphthongs
ending in i; e.g. nui ‘towel’, pl. nuit; poi ‘ash
(Fraxinus)’, pl. poit; xan ‘sledge’, pl. xant; pesan
‘table’, pl. pesant; kos ‘star’, pl. kost.

§ 61 In Ostyak, the pure stem expresses not only the
nominative but also the genitive and the accu-
sative!85, To avoid mixing these three cases, the lan-
guage always places the genitive in front of its head
and the accusative closest to the front of the verb,
whilst the nominative takes the position in the be-
ginning of the sentence as far as possible from the
verb'8%; e.g. Oluga tau waresiwet pan werot ‘Olaus (ex)
equi capillo chordam fecit; Oluga made a string out
of the horse’s mane’'37. Sometimes the genitive is ex-
pressed by a possessive adjective and in some cases et
or t is added to the accusative, which undoubtedly is
the personal suffix of the 3rd person singular.
§ 62 The Ostyak dative ends in a (e); e.g. pox ‘son’,
dat. poga; poi ‘rich’, dat. poja; iki (Surg.) ‘old
man’, dat. ikije. This suffix also expresses the illa-
tive; e.g. jina ‘into the water’, rida ‘into the boat’,
tuda ‘into the mouth’. In addition, it can also be
used to express the allative, factive and consecu-
tive; e.g. pesana panet ‘(he) put (something) on the
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table’'88, rida weret ‘made a boat (out of it)'189, mant
wagat jepana ‘they called me John (Jepan)9°, jina
menot ‘(he) went to bring some water’'9'. This suffix
can be compared to the illative suffix d in Zyrian'92, he
(hen) in Finnish, ga (ge) in Tartar, etc.
§ 63 The locative is built using the suffix na (ne); e.g.
pétenna or pétenne ‘in the clouds’, xotna ‘in the
hut’. In nouns ending in a vowel, the a is often dropped
off; e.g. datxana or ratxan ‘in the silver fir’. This suffix
is used to express the inessive, and sometimes also the
adessive; e.g. jinkna or jinkne ‘in the water’; tagana
or tagan ‘in'93 the place’. Furthermore, the same suf-
fix appears in the function of the essive, the instruc-
tive and especially the possessive; e.g. kurukna (essive)
tegettet ‘flies like an eagle’'94, xuina (instr.) tagamai
‘thrown by the man’195, imena (poss.) udet ‘lives with
the woman’19%; rutha wax tajem ‘by the Russian is
(the Russian has) money’197. The suffix of the Ostyak
locative also appears in the Finnish, Lappish, Zyr-
ian, Samoyedic and many other related languages'9.
There is also a longer form of the suffix related to the
ablative, iwena or iwen, which, however, occurs very
rarely; e.g. xattiwen ‘today’.
§ 64 The ablative ends in iwet (éwet), Surg. eux, iux,
i99; e.g. xoniwet (xonéwet) S. kaneux, kani ‘from
the tsar’; imiwet (iméwet), S. imijiux, imiji ‘from the
woman’. The suffix is also used in local relations and
expresses not only the outer but primarily the inner
location, which in other related languages is expressed
with the elative; e.g. tewiwet ‘from the lake’, kewiwet
‘from the stone’. Sometimes the ablative can be used as
prosecutive; e.g. wondiwet ment ‘went along the hill’.
Concerning the etymology of the ablative suffix, it
probably originates from a lost postposition.

If my observations are otherwise correct, the ab-
lative ends in the Obdorsk dialect in ult (eult)>°%;
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188.

189.

190.

191.

192.

193.
194.

195.

196.

197.

198.

199.

200.

pésan ‘table’-DAT pan- ‘put’-

PAST.35G
rit  ‘boat’-DAT wer- ‘make’-
PAST.3SG

. “ry 3 b
mdan- T-acc way- ‘call’-PAST.3PL
Jepan-pAT

jink ‘water’-DAT mén- ‘go’-
PAST.3SG

This is a correct comparison
(the Komi illative suffix is -6
(-e)) < PFU lative “k.

German “auf” used in the trans-
lation is adessive.

kurok ‘eagle’-rLoc teyat- ‘fly’-
PRS.3SG

xw ‘man’-Loc tagam- ‘throw’-
PAST.PASS.35G. This is a pas-
sive construction otherwise
ignored by Castrén. In pas-
sive constructions, the agent is
marked with the locative.

imi ‘woman’-Loc ut- ‘be’-
PRS.35G; this form is also sim-
ilar to the comitative -nat/-ndt
(see § 65), which appears, how-
ever, almost exclusively in the
Surgut dialects. The verb form
utat is, anyway, clearly south-
ern (Surg. waaa).

ruf ‘Russian’-LoC way ‘mon-
ey’ tdj- ‘have’-prrc.PAST. This
is also a (stative) passive con-
struction formed with the past
participle -m. The agent is
marked similarly as in dynam-
ic passive constructions (see
note 195). The actual meaning
of the sentence is ‘the Russian
has had money’.

PU locative *nA (e.g. Finnish
koto-na ‘at home’)

South -ewat/-iwat, Surgut -ay°
(with a labiovelar fricative)
Postposition ewalt ‘from’. There
are only three cases in the Ob-
dorsk dialect: the nominative,
the locative (-na) and the lative
(or translative; Honti 1984:

139) -i.



201.

202.

203.

204.

205.

206.

These resemble each other a
lot. The ending -ta originates
from the PU ablative *tA in
both suffixes, but the origin of
the -I- element has remained
unclear, despite many alterna-
tive explanations.

In Surgut dialects, there are two
separate suffixes: -at/-dt for in-
structive-final and -nat/-ndt for
instrumental-comitative (Hon-
ti 1984: 129). The element -n- in
the latter is probably not from
the locative, but rather from a
former postposition stem (Lii-
mola 1963: 64).

Cf. note 174; the indefinite
nouns are compounds and the
instructive suffix is not includ-
ed in them.

The southern form resembles
the caritive suffixes with -¢- in
many Finno-Ugrian languag-
es. The eastern dialects show,
however, that the original con-
sonant is -I- and that the Pro-
to-Khanty form has been *-loy
(as it is today in VVj; in Surgut
dialects -42ay).

the same suffix as in the post-
position ewalt, S. ewaat in § 64
(cf. note 201 above)

As has already been men-
tioned, the Obdorsk dialect has
only three cases for nouns (cf.
note 200).
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e.g. unt-eult ‘from the forest’. This suffix is probably
related to the Finnish ablative [ta2°?.
§ 6 The instructive has the suffix -at, which is nor-
mally attached to the stem but occasionally in
some dialects to the locative; e.g. kerabat or kerabnat
‘with the boat’2°2, The comitative is also expressed
with the same suffix; e.g. imeat or imejat ‘together
with the mother’. Additionally, the Ostyaks who speak
Russian use the instructive instead of the factive and
the essive. That the same suffix also serves in form-
ing indefinite nouns was already mentioned under §
56 E203,
66 The caritive ends after vowels and smooth con-
sonants in da (de), Surg. dax (dex), and after
hard consonants in ta (te), Surg. tax (tex); e.g. teuda,
Surg. toudax ‘without a lake’, pette, Surg. pettex ‘with-
out ear(s)’. It appears only in singular and can be used,
according to § 56 G, as a negative adjective. The same
suffix can be found in many variations in most related
languages.2°4
§ 67 Many adverbs' and postpositiops have spe(,tial
suffixes of their own for the dative, the locative
and the ablative, which, as far as I know, are not used
for nouns. These are: 1) ga (ge, go), xa, ka (xe, ke, xo,
ko) for the dative; e.g. tege ‘[come] here’, kokko ‘[go]
far away’; 2) ti for the locative; e.g. xunti ‘when’, kotti
‘where’, totti ‘there’; 3) tta, Surg. tta, Obd. lta for the
ablative; these correspond to the Finnish ablative suf-
fix -1ta?95; e.g. numatta, Surg. nometta, Obd. nomalta
‘from above’, xowatta, Surg. kowatta ‘from afar’,
kametta, Surg. kametta, Obd. kamalta ‘from outside’.

Additionally, the Obdorsk dialect has a special
" suffix for the allative and the adessive, which also
appears with nouns2°°, I have written this suffix, ac-
cording to the pronunciation of a Samoyed, as [ti (elti)
and thus it corresponds to the suffix ti given in this §.

N.B
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In Finnish, the allative suffix -lle seems to be related

to it.

§ 68 Here we provide once more an overview of all

the case suffixes2°7.

Nominative —
Genitive and Accusative —
Dative a(e)
Locative na (ne, n)
Ablative iwet (ewet)

§ 69

Surg. eux, iux, i.
at (nat)
da (de), ta (te), Surg.
dax (dex), tax (tex).

Instructive
Caritive

There are no special alternations in the case suf-
fixes with the exception of what has been men-

tioned above. Instead, the noun stem can change in
various ways when a suffix is added to it. Although all
the changes of this type have already been described
here and there in the phonology, we still wish to pro-
vide an overview of the most important ones here.

a)

1.

Nouns ending in a short vowel behave in their
alternations in the following way:

In the Irty$ dialect, a changes into e in all cases
and numbers with the exception of the ablative
and occasionally the caritive (paradigm 1208)209,
All nouns ending in ga, xa, ka preserve the final
vowel unchanged, but in front of a suffixal 4, and
occasionally also in front of other vowels, jor g
is added between them; e.g. taga ‘place’, dative
tagaja or tagaga. In the Surgut dialects, the stem-
final a also remains unchanged after all the other
consonants?!©, but the hiatus is averted with the
addition of g. Cf. § 71.

In the Irtys dialect, a and e*"! always disappear
in front of the long binding vowel of the ablative

77

207.

208.
209.

210.

211.

These are given for all three
dialects in their present form
in the Short Grammatical De-
scription.

Cf. p. 33/79.

The final a in paradigm 1
(p- 33/79) is actually -2 and this
rule can be written for the stem
type with a final reduced vow-
el.

The same can be said about
the southern dialects. This rule
concerns stem types ending in
a full vowel. In the word for
‘place’, it occurs in most dia-
lects as i or its velar counter-
part, which, of course, easily
sounds like an a.

i.e. stem-final reduced vowels.
Stem-final full vowels behave
as described in point 5 (cf. also
note 210 above): iirma ‘mit-
ten’ : dirmajiwat.



212.

213.
214.

215.

216.
217.

218.

219.

These semivowels j and w have
a more consonantal character
between vowels: phonemati-
cally: nuj: nuja, kew : kewa.
i.e. full vowels

i.e. a full vowel, which can be
pronounced either half-long or
short

i.e. are pronounced smoothly
between vowels

Cf. § 32 and note 3.

The paradigms in their present
(“normalized”) form are pro-
vided in the Short Grammati-
cal Description; see p. 18.
stems with a final reduced
vowel, e.g. yants ‘Khanty (per-
son)’

stems with a final full vowel,
e.g. iirma ‘mitten’

The Swedish manuscript in-
cludes some more paradigms
and some of them have ac-
cent marking. The irregular-
ity of the marking shows that
the accent probably did not ul-
timately appear to Castrén as
the kind of system he had ex-
pected in the beginning of his
notes (see also the description
of the vowels, § 2 and § 6)

L
Sing. Plur.

Nominat.
Genit.-Acc.
Dat. Handea or -éja  Handeda

Handa Ostyak  Handét
Handa Handét

Locat.| Handéna (na) Handetna

Ablat. | Handiwet

Handediwet

Instruct. | Handeat or ejat Handedat

Carit. | Handeda or ida Handetta

b)
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suffix; e.g. ima ‘woman’, abl. imiwet. In some dia-
lectal variations, the caritive also has the bind-
ing vowel i, and in these cases as well, the final
short a or e disappears at the end of the stem; e.g.
imida ‘without a woman’.

When they appear at the end of a diphthong, i
and u change into j and w in front of suffixes
with an initial vowel; e.g. nui ‘towel’, dative nuja;
keu ‘stone’, dative kewa?!2.

All the other vowels?'3, though very rarely ap-
pearing in stem-final positions, do not undergo
any change, but j or g is often added in front of
a suffix-initial vowel, especially in the dative
and the instructive singular; e.g. riogo ‘meat’,
dative riogoja, instructive riogojat. In the cases
mentioned, a euphonic j or g can also appear in
nouns ending in a or e.

In some dialects, if the stem ends in a long vow-
el?14, there are no changes, whilst in the other

the long vowel is pronounced short. In the first case,
j or g must be added in front of a vowel suffix, while
in the latter the addition is absolutely needed when
the vowels that come together sound exactly the same.
If the vowels are different, the addition takes place in
some dialects but not in others (cf. paradigm 2).

c)

1.

In the nouns ending in a consonant, the follow-
ing changes in particular can be observed:

Hard consonants become smooth in front of all
vowel-initial suffixes (paradigm 3)2'5. This rule is
not very strongly obeyed in the Surgut dialects.
In monosyllabic words that include a short vow-
el, the final consonant is not always smoothened,
on the contrary, it may become sharper. In this
case, I have written it with a double consonant. It
has to be noted, though, that the dialects diverge
a lot from one another in this respect.
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3 If there is long vowel in the penultima of a bi- or
multisyllabic word, the short vowel in the final
syllable disappears according to § 32. In connec-
tion to this, the consonants that come together
change according to the general rules21°.

§ 70 In accordance with the description above, the
nouns in the Irty$ dialect are declined in the fol-

lowing way?'7:

1,218
Singular Plural
Stem xanda Ostyak Stem xandet
Dative | xandeal) Dative xandeda
Locative | xandena Locative xandetna
Ablative | xandiwet 2) Ablative | xandediwet 1)
Instructive | xandeat 3) Instructive xandedat
Caritive | xandeda %)
1) xandeja 1) xandedéwet
2) xandewet
3) xandejat
4) xandida
2‘219
Singular Plural
Stem urma mitten Stem | urmaget?)
Dative | urmagal) Dative | urmageda 2)
Locative | urmana 2) Locative | urmagetna 3)
Ablative | urmagiwet 3) Ablative |urmagediwet 4)
Instructive | urmagat 4) Instructive | urmagedat 5)
Caritive | urmageda 5)
1) urmaja 1) urmajet, urmaet, urmait
2) urman 2) urmadjeda, urmaeda,
3) urmajiwet, urmaida
urmaiwet, 3) urmajetna, urmaetna,
urmaewet urmaitna
4) urmajat 4) urmajediwet, urmaediwet,
5) urmagida urmaidiwet

5) urmajedat, urmaedat,
urmaidat

2.
Nominat. Njatxa  Njatxaet or ait
Genit.-Acc. Njatxa Njatxaet or ait
Dat. | Njatxaja  Njatxaeda
or aida
Locat. | Njatxana  Njatxaetna
or aitna
Ablat. | Njatxaiwet Njatxaediwét
or jiwét or aidiwet
Instruct. | Njatxajat  Njatxaedat
or aidat
Carit. | Njatxaida (Njatxaetta
or itta)

(3. Péteng cloud

4. Kerap vehicle like in

the translation)

5.
Nominat. | Hat Hét tent Hddét or
Hadat -at
Genit.-Acc. | Hat Hadét or
Hadat
Dat. | Hada Hadéda
or-ada
Locat. | Hatna Hadétna
Ablat. | Hadiwet Hadédiwet
Instruct. | Hadat Hadédat
Carit. | Hatta (Hadeétta)
6.
Nominat. | JuxPordxh entrails Poragat
Genit.-Acc. Porax Poragat
Dat. Poraga Poragada
Locat. | Poraxna Poragatna
Ablat. | Poragiwet  Poraga(x)iwet
Instruct. | Poragat Poragadat
Carit. |  Poraxta (Poragatta)



220.

221.

222.

223.

consonant-final stems without
the elidable schwa (cf. point 3
on p. 33/79 and note 83)
consonant-final stems with the
elidable schwa in the final syl-
lable (cf. point 3 on p. 33/79 and
note 83)

The present (“normalized”) para-
digms are provided in the Short
Grammatical Description; see
p- 19.

There are, of course, alterna-
tions according to the stem
type in the same way as in the
southern dialects. Here, Cast-
rén gives only the stem type
with a stem-final full vowel;
in his notes (and the Swedish
mscr.) he also provides the con-
sonant-final types:

Surgut paradigms in the
manuscript (p. 211)

Sing.  Dual Plur.

OsTIACICA
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Nominat. | Kara Karagan Karagat

Genit.-Acc. | Kara Karagan Karagat

Dat. | Karaga Karagana Karagada

Locat. | Karana Kara- Kara-

ganna  gatna

Ablat. | Karagi Karagani Karagadi

(Kara- (Karaga- (Karaga-
geuxh) neuxh) deuxh)

Instr. |Karanat Kara- Kara-

gannat  gatnat

Carit. | Karad- (Kara- {Kara-

lax  gandax gattax)
Sing. Dual. Plur.

or Kara’at

3'220
Singular Plural
Stem kerap vehicle Stem kerabet
Dative keraba Dative | kerabeda
Locative | kerapna Locative | kerabetna
Ablative | kerapiwet Ablative | kerabediwet
Instructive kerabat Instructive | kerabedat
Caritive kerapta
4.221
Singular Plural
Stem peten cloud Stem petnet
Dative petena 1) Dative peétneda
Locative pétenna Locative peétnetna
Ablative | péteniwet Ablative | petnediwet
Instructive petenat Instructive petnedat
Caritive petenda
1) péetna

§ 71 In the Surgut dialects, the declension happens
according to the following paradigms 222 223:

Singular
Stem kara bottom
Dative karaga
Locative karana
Ablative karaeux1)
Instructive karanat
Caritive karadax

1) karagiux, karagi

Nominat. | ki old man Ikigen Ikit
Genit-Acc. | ki Ikigen Ikit
Dat. | Ikijd Ikigend  Ikidd

Locat. | Ikind
Ablat. | Ikiji

Instr. | Ikindt
Carit. Jkiddx

Ikigennd  Ikitnd
Ikigeni  Ikidi
(Ikijiux)

theigenddx)  {H)

(Ikigeneux) (Ikideux)
Ikigenndt Ikitndt

Dual Plural
Stem karagan Stem | karagat?)
Dative = karagana Dative | karagada
Locative | karaganna Locative | karagatna

Ablative
Instructive

Ablative |karagadeux
Instructive | karagatnat

1) karagat®?4

karaganeux
karagannat

8o
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B. Comparison

§ 72 The lack of comparison grades in Ostyak is, as
in many other Finnish, Samoyedic and Tartar
languages, substituted with case suffixes and different
particles. In most cases, the ablative marks the word
to which something is compared in order to express
the comparative as well as the superlative; e.g. tau
sagariwet keres ‘the horse is bigger (higher) than the
cow’, nank jugodiwet ar ‘the larch is the biggest of all
trees’.225
73 When the entity to which something is com-
pared (comparandum) is not uttered but only
thought of, the ablative of a demonstrative pronoun
is sometimes used instead of it>2%; e.g. sagar jem, tau
tomiwet jem ‘the cow is good, the horse is better than
it’. In this case, the adverbs os or jeso (‘still’) can also
be used to mark the comparative; e.g. tem ai, tem os ai
‘this is small, that (one) is still smaller’. The superla-
tive can also be expressed with the particles asma, tax,
¢ikka (‘very’)??7 or with the adjectives patla, perda,
inem ‘omnis’, patlagiwet ‘of (“from”) all’; e.g. asma or
patla jem ‘very good’, ¢ikka ogor ‘very high’, patlagiwet
adem ‘worst (bad of all)’.

Numerals

§ 74 With the exception of a few simple cardinalia,
which are root words, the numerals in Ostyak
and in other related languages are formed partly with
derivation and compounds, partly with the help of
case suffixes. The cardinal numerals in Ostyak are:

81

(Mscr. p. 213)

Sing. Dual. Plur.
Nominat. Wont Wontxan Wondat
Rit Ritxen Ridet

Genit.-Acc. Wont
Dat. Wonda

Wontxan Wondat

Ridd Ritxend

Locat. | Wontna Wont- Won-

Ablat. Wondi

Ritnd/Ridi  xanna datna
Wontxani Wondadi
(Wondeux/h) (neuh)  (deuh)

Instr. | Wontnat Wont- Won-

Ritndt xannat  datnat
Ritxennat
Carit. Wontta
Rittd
Sing. Dual. Plur.
Nominat. | Wasex Wasekkdn Wasxeét
Genit-Acc. | Wasex Wasekkan Wasxet
Dat. | Wasega Wasekkana Wasxeda

Locat. | Wasexna Wasek- Wasxetna

Ablat.

kanna
Wasegi Wasekkani Wasxedi
(neux) (deux)

Instr. |Wasexnat Wasek- Wasxetnat

kannat

Carit. |Wasextax

224. This is the correct plural form,

225.

226.

227.

cf. note 182.

Particles used in this function
are South kénca, Surgut kintd;
e.g. Kr. taw wdtona kénca kéres
‘the horse is bigger than the
reindeer’, Trj. wdai adk® kintd
rdyaa ‘the reindeer is smaller
(lower) than the horse’ (Honti
1984: 66). There is also a suffix
-dtte- in the south: C mdattem
ena ‘bigger than me’ (ibid.).

To me, this is a normal use of
the demonstrative pronoun
and is not directly connected
with comparison.

At least in the easternmost dia-
lects, the latter (V ¢ek ‘very’) is
used to mark the superlative
(Honti 1984: 67).

Wontxana Wondada



228.

229.

230.
231.
232.
233.

234.

235.

236.

The corresponding modern
southern (DN) numerals are:
¢j (attr., abs. &jat), két (attr., abs.
kdton), yutom, néts, wet, yot,
tdpat, nita, ar-jon, jon, €j-yat-
jon, kdt-yat-jon, yutam-yat-jon,
néta-yat-jon, wet-yat-jon, yot-
yat-jon, tapat-yat-jon, nit- yus,
ar-yus, yus, yus-éj(at), yus-kdton,
yutom-jon, neto-jon, wet-jon,
xut-jon, tdpat-jon, nit-sot, dr-sot,
sot, két-sot, yutam-sot, néta-sot,
wet-sot, yot-sot, tdpat-sot, nita-
sot, dr-jon-sot, tarss, jon-tarss
(cited and constructed from
Honti 1984: 152—53).

The numerals ‘one’ and ‘two’
have two alternants: the short-
er for attributive use and the
longer for absolute use. The ab-
solute ‘two’ is the dual form of
the numeral: in Surgut kdtyan.
in Surgut (Trj) koadm, O yulom
Trj néaa, O nil

Trj niady, O nijal

Trj ir-jen”; the word that is giv-
en here for ‘nine’ is in fact ‘11’,
Trj jen -orokk-¢&j

The Ugric ‘seven’ is of Iranian
origin (UEW) and ‘eight’ is a
Proto-Ugric innovation with-
out any connection to ‘four’,
which has an original pala-
tal vowel whilst the vowel in
‘eight’ is velar.

The first part of the compound
ar is not the same word as ar,
dr ‘big, a lot’.

The correct translation is ‘elev-
en’ and the literal meaning
something like ‘one on ten’ or
‘one outside ten’ (Honti 1993:
169). The same word Trj orok-
k(2), VVj érk(i) is used in all nu-
merals from eleven to seven-
teen in the eastern dialects.
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1. it (i, ja), Surg, ei, ij.2%% 18. nit xis.

2. kaden, kadn, katn, kat, 19. ar xius.

Surg. kat, katxen.**9 20. xus, Surg. kos.

3. xudem, Surg. kiidem, 21. xXUs it.
kodem, Obd. xodem.?3° 22. xus kadn.

4. Heda (nieda), neta, net, 30. xudem jon.
Surg. rieda, rieta, 40. nieda jom.
Obd. riel.?3! 50. wet jon.

5. wet. 60. xut jom.

6. xut, Surg. kut. 70. tabet jon.

7. tabet, Surg. tabet. 80. nit jon.

8. nida, nit, Surg. 90. ar sot.
riigedax, Obd. nil232 100. sot, Surg. sat.

9. ar jon (ar jan), LS. iirx 200. kat sot.
jeun, US. ei erx jon.?33 300. xiidem sot.

10. jon (jan), LS. jeun. 400. Heda sot.

11. ja xat jon (jan). 500. Wét sot.

12. kat xat j. 600. xit sot.

13. xtidem xat j. 700. tabet sot.

14. Heda xat j. 800. nit sot.

15. wet xat j. 900. ar sot.

16. xut xat j. 1000. faras, Surg. tores.

17. tabet xat j. 10.000. jop taras.

1. The six first cardinal numerals are apparently
" related to the Finnish: vksi, kaksi, kolme, neljd,
viisi, kuusi. The Ostyak numeral tabet ‘seven’ (also:
‘week’) hardly originates from the Turkish sebt ‘Satur-
day’, Hebrew n2aw. nida, rigedax, nil ‘eight’ has with-
out a doubt emerged from reda (rieda, rel) through
lengthening of the vowel?34. ar jan ‘nine’ in Irtys
means in fact ‘big ten’235; whilst iirx jeun (instead of
iiriik jeun) in the LS. dialect means ‘extra ten’ or also
‘indirect ten’; ei erx jon (instead of ei erek jon) in the
US. dialect has the following meaning: ‘ten without
(with the exception of) one.23¢ jon, jeun ‘ten’, Turkish
un, Samoyed ji (jung), Zyrian jam?37 is also called ¢am
jon ‘straight ten’.
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2. The cardinal numerals from eleven to seven-
teen are built with the word xat, which we consider
to be identical to kat (kat) ‘two’238. According to this,
the literal meaning of ja xat jon ‘eleven’, kat xat jon
‘twelve’ would be approximately ‘one, two of the sec-
ond ter’, Finnish yksi, kaksi toista kymmentd, etc.

3. Of the other cardinal numerals, xis, Surg. kos
‘twenty’ seems to be related to Zyrian kyzj. sot, Surg.
sat appears in many related and other languages. nit
sot and ar sot have in Ostyak two meanings: 1) eighty
and ninety, 2) eight hundred and nine hundred; faras
‘thousand’ also has the meaning of a trader.

4. In Ostyak, as well as in other related languag-
es, the cardinal numerals form constructions with the
singular; e.g. kat tana ‘two kopecks’, sot tana ‘one hun-
dred kopecks’ or ‘one ruble’, faras tana ‘one thousand
kopecks’. Only in the Surgut dialects does the counted
entity appear in the dual after kat; e.g. kat wakken ‘two
kopecks’.

5. In declension, the cardinal numerals behave
very regularly; e.g. it, dative ida, instructive idat;
xudem, dative xiidema, instructive xidemat, etc.

§ 75 Most ordinal numerals are formed from the basic

numerals by rule with the addition of the sylla-
ble met, which in Zyrian expresses the superlative239.
The ten first ordinal numerals in Ostyak are:

oden, S. aden, aten.?4°
kimet.

xutmet, S. kutmet.
Hetmet, S. netmet.
wetmet.

xudamet, S. kutmet.

ST N
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237.

238.

239.

240.

The exact etymology of the
Khanty word for ‘ten’ is not
known; the closely related
Mansi language uses the word
low (PFU *luka), which has
counterparts in many related
languages.

These are two separate words.
As was seen on note 228, the
word in question has a palatal-
ized -£ whilst ‘two’ does not.
The vowel in ‘two’ is also pala-
tal, whilst in yaf; it is velar. The
northern dialects use the same
word (y0s), whilst the eastern
dialects use a different word,
cf. note 236. Thus, the semantic
comparison to Finnish is also
erroneous.

The correct form is -moat and it
corresponds to the PFU ordinal
suffix *-mti, which is found in
most Finno-Ugrian languages
including Finnish (kolmas: kol-
mante- ‘third’) and Hungarian
(harmadik ‘third’).

South (DN) otan, Surgut (Trj)
daan literally ‘head, end, begin-
ning’



241.

242.

243.
244.

It is not. Other related languag-
es reveal that the consonant
behind the Finnish alternation
t : s (in front of i) is a dental
spirant *8, which in Khanty, as
a matter of fact, has the same
representation as [ (South <d>
/t/, Surgut <d> /4/). The ety-
mological counterpart of the
Finnish word is Khanty (Trj) ia
‘the one in front, first; away’,
which, as in Finnish, has a pal-
atal vowel.

German does not make a dis-
tinction between ‘the first time’
and ‘for the first time’. The
same thing can probably be ap-
plied to Khanty. All the con-
structions with ordinal numer-
als thus have two translations:
(for) the second time, (for) the
third time, (for) the first time.
pelok ‘half’, jokan ‘lot, share’
They have, of course, inde-
pendent stems of their own,
although the initial conso-
nant serves as a kind of per-
son marking device. The Ob-
Ugric languages form, together
with the Samoyedic languages
and Komi, an area where the
character of the second per-
son is n- (in Komi only in ver-
bal inflection) instead of t-,
which is commonly regarded
as the original (e.g. Hungarian
te ‘thou’, ti ‘you’, Finnish sind
(< *tind) ‘thou’, te ‘you’, North-
ern Saami don ‘thou’, dual doai
‘you’, pl. dij ‘you’).
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tabetmet, S. tabetmet.

nidamet, S. nigedaxmet.

9. arjonmet (janmet), LS. iirx jeunmet, US.
ei erx jonmet.

10. jonmet (janmet), LS. jeunmet.

Sl

oden, aden, aten ‘outermost, the first’ is probably
" related to the Finnish esi (actually ete) ‘the one in
front’ and esimdinen ‘the first’24!. kimet has without
a doubt developed from kat through the elision of ¢
and the vowel alternation described in § 29. xitmet
‘third’ has developed from xudemmet through con-
traction, and xudamet ‘sixth’ gets an extra a in order to
keep the two apart. All the other ordinal numerals are
formed quite regularly; e.g. xusmet ‘twentieth’, sotmet
‘hundredth’, tarasmet ‘thousandth’, etc.

N.B

§ 76 Distributive numerals are usually formed in Os-
tyak using the instructive case of the basic nu-
merals; e.g. kadenat ‘two each’, wedat ‘five each’, xudat
‘six each’, etc.
§ 77 The formation of iteratives and temporals hap-
pens with the cardinal and ordinal numerals us-
ing the one syllable word pis (S. pa); e.g. i pis (US. ei
pa) ‘once’, oden pis, S. aden pa ‘the first time’; xudem
pis (Surg. kudem pa) ‘three times’, xutmet pis (Surg.
kutmet pa) ‘the third time’, etc. Temporals can be also
expressed in the Surgut dialects by adding xa, xe to the
ordinal numerals; e.g. kimetxe ‘second time’, kutmetxa
‘third time’. As an exception, adenna (locative of aden)
is used to express ‘the first time’242,
§ 78 In expressing fractions and mixed numbers, the
language uses the words pelek and jukan ‘part,
section, share’?43; e.g. kimet pélek ‘one and a half’
xutmet jukan ‘one third’, etc.
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C. Pronoun

§ 79 The different kinds of pronouns are, concern-
ing their declension, very similar to the nouns.
With a few exceptions, the same case suffixes are at-
tached to both, and the characters of number are
nearly always the same. Similarly to the noun, the
pronoun also lacks declension in attributive position.
§ 80 The personal pronouns in Ostyak are nearly the
only ones that somewhat differ from the gen-
eral declension model. Even in the Irty$ dialects, they,
unlike nouns, have three numbers, of which the dual
and the plural are formed in a quite specific way.244
Among the regular cases, the personal pronoun lacks
the caritive whilst the accusative with ¢ is very com-
mon?45. The locative is gradually more and more often
expressed with the help of postpositions, the ablative
has in the Irty$ dialects a special suffix of its own, and
the instructive is formed with two suffixes. Otherwise,
it may be noted that in many case forms, the personal
pronouns make use of the so-called personal suffix-
es240, which are not attached to the stem but, against
the common rules, to the case suffixes247.
§ 81 The personal pronouns in Ostyak are ma (origi-
nally man) T, dual min, pl. men; nen ‘thou’, dual
nin, pl. nen; teu, Surg. teux ‘he, it’, du. tin, Surg. tin, pl.
teg, Surg. tex. In Irtys, they are declined in the follow-
ing way?248:

1

Sing. Dual Plural

Stem ma ‘T’ min men
Acc. mant minat menat

Dat. menem minemen menewa

(mantem)

Loc. mana minna menna

AbL ma’attem minattemen menattem
Instr. | ma’ademat?49 minademenat®s° menadewat®5!
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245.

246.

247.

248.

249.

250.

251.

Castrén does not make a com-
parison with Finnish, which
interestingly enough has the
same accusative suffix in per-
sonal pronouns: minut, sinut,
hdnet ‘me, you, him/her’.

i.e. possessive suffixes
Possessive suffixes are used
relatively widely in the Finno-
Ugric languages in the declen-
sion of personal pronouns: in
Mansi, they are used for creat-
ing a declension stem and the
stem + Px serves alone as ac-
cusative, in Hungarian partly
in the same way (engem, téged
‘me, you’ (in object position)
and in the Permic languages
Stem + Px expresses the da-
tive (Vértes 1967, Kulonen 1993,
Bartens 2000:150).

mscr. (p. 230) Ma, Min, Méng;
Néng, Nin, Néng; Teu, Tin, Teg
Modern forms in DN (follow-
ing Honti 1984: 146): md (mdn),
mdnt, ménem (Honti gives
a separate lative mdntema),
madna, mdndttem, mdnatemat.
Modern forms in DN (ibid.)
min, minat, mineman, minno,
mindttemoan, minatemonat.
Modern forms in DN (ibid.)
mon, monat, monew, monna,
monattew, monatewat. The fi-
nal -m instead of -w in the ab-
lative might be a typographical
error.
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261.

Modern forms in DN (Hon-
ti 1984: 146) non, nonat, nonen,
nonna, nondtten, nonatenat.
Modern forms in DN (ibid.) nin,
ninat, ninesan, ninna, nindtteson,
ninatesanat. In Ko and Kr, the
expected -t- appears instead of
the somewhat surprising -s-.
Modern forms in DN (ibid.)
nény, nénat, nénesan, nénno,
néndttesan, nénattessn (in Ko
and Kr neénatetanat, see also
note 253).

Modern forms in DN (ibid.) tew,
tewat, téwet, téwna, téwattet,
téwatetat.

Modern forms in DN (ibid.) tin,
tinat, tineson, tinna, tinattesan,
tindtesonat (see also note 253).
Modern forms in DN (ibid.)
tey, téyat, téyet, téyna, téydttet,
téyatetat.

There are, for example, more
case forms. The Surgut para-
digms are given in the Short
Grammatical Description, pp.
20-22.

Here, again, the possessive suf-
fixes are meant.

mscr. (p. 235) Dual 2. Atinnam,
3. Atinnam, Plur. 1. Atiunam, 2.
Atinnam, 3. Atitnam

Le. possessive suffixes; mscr.
p- 235 “Till pronomina perso-
nalia hora afven de sa kallade
suffixa, hvilka urdhénges no-
mina och tjana till och ersit-
ter pronomina possessiva, som
i de Finska spraken saknat suf-
fixa aro i den Irt. dial. med &si-
dosittande af bindevocaleren
foljande”.

OsTIACICA

@& 40 &

2.
Sing. Dual Plural
Stem nen ‘thou’ nin nen
Acc. | nenat ninat (ninet) nenat
Dat. | nenen nineden neneda
Loc. | nenna ninna nena
ADbL. | nenatten ninatteden nenatteden

Instr. |nenadenat®s? ninadedenat?53 nenadedenat®54

3.
Sing. Dual Plural
Stem teu ‘you’ tin teg
Acc. tewat tinat tegat
Dat. | tewet tineden teget
Loc. teuna tinna tegna
ADbl. | tewattet tinatteden tegattet
Instr. | tewadedat?55  tinadedenai?s®  tegadedat?s7

There are also many anomalies in the declen-
sion of personal pronouns in the Surgut dialects,
which [, however, have not observed very carefully25.
If I have made some mistakes in the Irtys dialect, they
cannot be of very much importance.

N.B.

§ 82 In the Irty$ dialects, there are, according to my
observations, no reflexive pronouns; they are al-
ways replaced by personal pronouns. The Surgut dia-
lects make use of some derived words that are formed
from an extinct stem with the help of personal pro-
nouns?59 and a syllable nam attached to it; e.g. atem-
nam ‘I myself’, atennan ‘thou thyself’, atitnam ‘he
himself’, atimemnan ‘we (two) ourselves’26°, etc.
§ 83 The so-called personal suffixes26! are very com-
mon in Ostyak and are used instead of posses-
sive pronouns. Like the personal pronouns, these suf-
fixes also have three numbers in all Ostyak dialects;
e.g. kesem ‘my knife’, keemen ‘our (the two of us)
knife’, ké3eu ‘our (several of us) knife’. They cannot be
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attached to all case suffixes but only in the nominative
or the basic form in singular, dual or plural; in all the
other case forms, the personal suffixes are placed be-
tween the number characters and the case suffixes; e.g.
opa ‘sister’, opea ‘to the sister’, opema ‘to my sister’,
opena ‘to your sister’ opeda ‘to his/her sister’.
§ 84 Here we wish to provide an overview of the per-

sonal suffixes in the Irty$ dialect and addition-
ally the most important characteristics of the Surgut
dialects:

Singular262

I 1.em‘my’, 2. en ‘your’, 3. et, S. et ‘his, her’.

II: 1. emen ‘of the two of us’ 2. eden, ten, S. in, ten ‘of
the two of you’, 3. eden, ten, S. in, ten ‘of the two
of them’.

II: 1. eu, S. eux ‘our (several of us)’, 2. eden, ten, S. in,
ten ‘your (several of you)’, 3. et, S. it ‘their (sev-
eral of them)’.

Dual and plural263

I am ‘my (several), 2. an ‘your (several), 3. et
S.urg. et ‘his, her (several)’.

II: 1. emen ‘of the two of us’ 2. en ‘of the two of you’,
3. en ‘of the two of them’.

III: 1. eu, S. eux ‘our (several of us)’, 2. en ‘your (sev-
eral of you), 3. et, S. et ‘their (several of them)’.

§ This overview shows that the singular and plu-

ral, as well as the dual in the Surgut dialects, take
the same suffixes. These are, if we do not give attention
to the binding vowel, in I: m, n, t, (t), in II: men, den
(ten), den (ten), in III: u (ux), den (ten), t (t). It has to be
noticed, though, that d always falls away in dual and
plural and that the personal suffix eden is contracted to
en, cf. § 44. The elision of d occurs in the Surgut dialects
already in singular. Moreover, in these dialects, the n of
the second person singular can also be lost.
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es with the possessed in singu-
lar. The modern forms attached
to the word ‘house’ are the fol-
lowing (DN, Honti 1984: 132):
yotem ‘my house’ yoten, yotat,
yoteman ‘the house of the two
of us’, yotesan, yotesan, yotew
‘our house’ yotesan, yotet.

This is the series of the pos-
sessed in dual or plural. The
suffixes themselves are the
same, but dual possessed has
a special dual character -yat-
in front of the suffix and sim-
ilarly, when referring to plu-
ral possessed, there is a plural
character -t- between the stem
and the suffix. So the whole
possessive paradigm consists
of 27 suffixes (or suffix com-
binations). The modern forms
attached to the word ‘house’
(DN, ibid.) are in dual yotyatam
‘my two houses’, yotyatan,
xotyatat, yotyateman ‘the two
houses of us two’, yotyaton,
xotyatan, yotyatow ‘our two
houses’,  yotyatan, yotyatat;
and in plural yottam ‘my (sev-
eral) houses’, yottan, yottat,
xotteman, yottan, yottan, yottow
‘our (several) houses’, yotton,
yottat. In Surgut (Trj.), the cor-
responding character for dual
possessed is -y34-/-yaa- and for
plural possessed -a-. The table
of Surgut forms is given in the
Short Grammatical Description
p- 16.
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The 1rL suffix -w, Surgut -y°
originates from Proto-Khan-
ty and Proto-Ugric suffix -y’
which also has an etymological
counterpart in the Hungarian
1PL suffix of the definite conju-
gation -uk (Honti 1985).

The consonant behind the per-
sonal pronouns and endings is
the PFU *s, which in Surgut di-
alects (and Kaz) is represented
by 4, in the South by t and in
northern and easternmost di-
alects by [ The PFU [ has the
same representation.

There are a few etymologies
in the (Baltic-)Finnic languag-
es in which ¢ and n seemingly
correspond to each other, but
this is far from a regular sound
change. Cf. note 244.

It is worth noting that the vow-
el is a full one and thus part of
the suffix, not a binding vowel.
In 3sG and 1p1, the vowel is re-
duced and does not belong to
the suffix.

This is not a diphthong; the role
of a after a relatively weak ve-
lar consonant is purely acous-
tic.

A reduced vowel, phonemati-
cally /a/.

In Trj consonant-final stems,
the vowel in singular persons
and 1PL is 3/, in second and
third persons dual and plu-
ral j/i. In vowel-final stems the
vowel is full and its quality de-
pends on the vowel of the stem,
whether it is full or reduced.
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It can easily be noticed that most of the suffixes
mentioned above are closely related to the per-
sonal pronouns. In singular, m, n, t (t) are only short-
ened forms of ma ‘T, nen ‘thou’, teu (teux) ‘he’. Of the
dual suffixes, men in the first and ten in the third per-
son correspond min ‘we (two)’ and tin ‘they (two)’ al-
most to the letter. The m in the first person plural has
probably changed into u, like in many Samoyedic dia-
lects, in order to make a difference from the first per-
son singular2%4. The ¢ (¢) in the third person plural has
a visual correspondence to the personal pronoun teg
(teg)25. The suffix den (ten) in the second person dual
and plural is, though, very different from the personal
pronoun, but it seems that nen ‘thou’ originates from
ten through a consonant change which is very com-
mon in the Finnish languages, and thus in this case it
is easy to explain the affinity2°.

N.B.

§ 86 Concerning the vowel of the personal suffixes

or the so-called binding vowel, it is in the Irty$
dialect nearly always the same and consists of an 267.
The nouns ending in x normally have the binding vowel
ae, especially in the first and second person singular268;
e.g. jurax ‘side’, juragaem, juragaen, juragat. In the first
and second person plural, a appears in most cases (see
the paradigms). In the third person singular, e alternates
sometimes with a, 0 and can, according to § 32, even be
lost?%9: wax ‘money’, wagat ‘his money’, sox ‘skin’, sogot
‘his skin’, pos ‘glove’, post ‘his glove’. Sometimes an eli-
sion of the binding vowel also occurs in a consonant-
final noun, when the dual and second person plural
suffixes are attached to the nominative singular. In the
Surgut dialects, though, the binding vowel disappears in
front of the first person plural suffix (cf. the paradigm).
Otherwise in the Surgut dialects the binding vowel is
very vague?7°: Sometimes there is a, sometimes e and
also other vowels that we cannot present exactly.
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§ 87 In combination with the personal suffixes the
noun stem is subject to regular changes, which
have already been discussed in the phonology and
partly also in § 69. We make a short remark on the
most important ones:
) In most cases, a short final a changes into e, but
remains unchanged after x, g, k; e.g. ana ‘moth-
er’, suffixes I. anem, anen, anet ‘my, your, his mother’;
1. anemen, aneden, aneden ‘our, etc. mother’, III. aneu,
aneden, anet; ariaxa ‘stepmother’, suffixes 1. ariaxaem,
-xaen, -xaet, II. anaxaemen, -xaeden, -xaeden, III. -xaeu,
-xaeden, -xaet?7". In the Surgut dialects, a also remains
unchanged after other consonants, but in combination
with the suffixes of the second and third person in dual
and plural, a as well as e easily change into i272; e.g.
kara ‘ground, place’, suffixes 1. karam (also kara’am),
karan (kara’an), karat; 1. karamen, karaten or karin;
III. karaux, karaden or karin, karit, dual karagadam,
pl. karadam.
In the Irty§ dialect, the other vowels remain
mostly unchanged; e.g. kéje ‘knife’, suffixes L
kesem, kezen, keset; 11. keemen, ke3eden, kezeden; I11.
kezeu, keseden, ke3zet?73.
o) When ending a diphthong, i and u change into j,
w in front of the binding vowel?74; e.g. woi ‘fat’,
suffixes I. wojem, wojen, wojet; Il. wojemen; III. wojeu,
pl. woidam; keu ‘stone’, 1. kewem, kewen, kewet; 1L
kewemen; I1I. keweu; pl. keudam.
In some of the Surgut subdialects, stem-final i
changes into e after a preceding consonant in the
first and second person singular; e.g. kilsi ‘barbel’, suf-
fixes 1. kilsem, kilsen, kilsit; 1. kilsimen, etc., whilst in
other dialects you can hear ie in the first and second
person singular and i in the other persons; e.g. kiuri
‘wound’, suffixes 1. kiuriem, kiurien, kiurit; IL. kiuri-
men; I11. kiuriu, etc.
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In this single example, it is not
only that a follows a velar con-
sonant (cf. § 86, note 268) but
also that the word consists of
three syllables. It is therefore
impossible to say whether a
in ae is a similar acoustic phe-
nomenon to that in the note 268
or the final vowel of the stem,
which might be preserved in
polysyllabic (3+) stems.

This i belongs to the suffix of
the persons mentioned. The fi-
nal vowels represent the re-
duced vowel (kar3 ‘place’) and
the paradigm in Surgut (Trj)
is the following: karam, kara,
karaa, karamin, karin, karin,
karay’, karin, karia. The n of
the second person singular is
lost in Trj and the full vowel
alone shows the function of the
Px in question.

Actually, the stem-final schwa
disappears in front of the full
vowel of the suffix; there is thus
an alternation between 2 and e.
What Castrén has heard would
probably have been: (kec
‘knife’) *kecem, *kecen, *kedat,
*keceman, “kedeton, “kedeton,
*kecew, “keceton, “kecet (cf. the
DN Ko Kr paradigms in Honti
1984: 132-133).

This, too, shows clearly that it
is not a binding vowel but part
of the suffix. It is somewhat ab-
surd to say that a binding vow-
el causes a change in the stem.
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i.e. stem-final full vowels

A correct term would probably
be “possessive”; Castrén has
clearly thought of combina-
tions of suffixes.

The suffix denoting dual pos-
sessed probably consists of the
basic dual character -y and l/a/t
adopted from the suffix for plu-
ral possessed.

These two plural suffixes have
different origins: the absolute
plural suffix goes back to the
PFU (PU) *-t whilst the suffix
for plural possessed originates
from Proto-Khanty *-il. In the
southern dialects, the conso-
nants cannot be distinguished
from one another because of
the common sound change
1>t

i.e. reduced vowel (2)

The elision would also lead to
unpronounceable  consonant
clusters.

We can also bear in mind that
the two plurals are two sepa-
rate suffixes, cf. note 278 above.
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After long vowels and sometimes also after
short ones?75, g or j is added; e.g. jesna ‘brother-
in-law’, suffixes 1. jesnagem or -jem, jesnagen or -jen,
Jjesnaget or -jet, etc.
When the nominal stem ends with a consonant,
the final consonant sometimes gets smoother,
sometimes harder or undergoes another change ac-
cording to general rules; e.g. rit ‘boat’, ridem ‘my
boat’; put ‘kettle’, pudem ‘my kettle’; kerap ‘vehicle’,
kerabem ‘my vehicle’; nank ‘larch’, nanem ‘my larch’;
oit ‘fence’, oidem, plural oittam ‘my fences’; kar ‘arctic
fox’, plural kandam ‘my arctic foxes’; rian ‘bread’, plu-
ral iandam ‘my breads’, etc.
g The following sound changes deserve a special
attention, because they do not occur in the abso-
lute declension but only in the suffixal27° one.
a In the Surgut dialects the dual character xan,
xen, etc. changes into xat, xet, etc. in connection
with the personal suffixes; e.g. kara ‘ground, place’,
dual karagan, suffixal karagadam, -gadan, etc.?77
p) the plural character et changes into it in front of
the personal suffix; e.g. ke3e ‘knife’, plural ké3et,
suffixes 1. kezidam, kéjidan, kezidet; 1. ké3idemen,
etc.278
When the nominal stem ends with a consonant
and has a long vowel in the penultima, in the
suffixal forms the short vowel?79 of the final syllable
undergoes elision in singular, while in dual and plu-
ral this does not happen28°; e.g. pagor ‘islet’, singular
poxrem ‘my islet’, plural pogordam ‘my islets’; wasex
‘duck’, singular wisxam ‘my duck’, dual wasekkadam,
plural wasektam or wasekdam.
Consonant-final stems always lose the binding
vowel of the plural in connection with the per-
sonal suffixes; e.g. xuran ‘stall, shed’, plural xuranet,
suffixal xurandam; tabet ‘week’, plural taptet; suffixal
tabettam; kor ‘oven’, plural koret, suffixal kordam.8
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an’ shows the comprehensive overview of the
nominal declension in connection with the personal
suffixes?82. All the other examples urma ‘mitten’, ke-
rap ‘vehicle’, pogor ‘islet’, jurax ‘edge’ will be given
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only in the basic form.

1.283
Basic form
Singular
L 1. imem 2. imen 3. imet?84
1L 1. imemen 2. imeden 3. imeden
III. 1. imeu 2. imeden 3. imet
Plural
L 1. imidam 2. imidan 3. imidet
IL 1. imidemen 2. imiden 3. imiden
I1I. 1. imideu 2. imiden 3. imidet
Dative
Singular
L 1. Imema 2. Imena 3. imeda
1L 1. imemena 2. imedena 3. imedena
II. 1. imewa 2. imedena 3. imeda
Plural
L 1. imidama 2. imidana 3. imideda
IL 1. imidemena 2. imidena 3. imidena
1I1. 1. imidewa 2. imidena 3. imideda
Locative
Singular
L 1. Imemna 2. Imenna 3. imetna
IL 1. imememna?®5 2. imedenna 3. imedenna
III. 1. imeuna 2. imedenna 3. imetna
Plural
L 1. imidamna 2. imidanna 3. imidetna
II. | 1. imidememna?8® 2. imidenna 3. imidenna
IIL. 1. imideuna 2. imidenna 3. imidetna
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There is also a series of dual
possessed with the dual char-
acter -nat- : imenatam ‘my two
women’, imenatan, imenatat,
imenatoman ‘the two women
of us two’, imenaton, imenatan,
imenataw ‘our two women (of
the several of us)’, imenaton,
imenatat. (Kr Ko suffixes, cf.
Honti 1984: 133.)

stem type ending in a reduced
vowel

imit (imit) ‘his/her woman’
would be expected. The vowel
in PX.SG<3SG is the same as in
all persons of the plural pos-
sessed. It is also different from
the form imet ‘their woman’
(PX.SG<3PL).

imemenna (imemanna) would
be expected.

imidemenna (imitaomonna) would
be expected.



287. stem type ending in a full vow-
el
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Ablative
Singular
L 1. Imemiwet 2. Imeniwet 3. imediwet
II. | 1. imemeniwet 2. imedeniwet 3. imedeniwet
1II. 1. imewiwet 2. imedeniwet 3. imediwet
Plural
L 1. imidamiwet 2. imidaniwet 3. imidediwet
II. | 1. imidemeniwet 2. imideniwet 3. imideniwet
II. | 1. imidewiwet 2. imideniwet 3. imidediwet
Instructive
Sing.
L 1. imemat 2. imenat 3. imedat
1L 1. imemenat 2. imedenat 3. imedenat
1L 1. imewat 2. imedenat 3. imedat
Plur.
L 1. imidamat 2. imidanat 3. imidedat
1L 1. imidemenat 2. imidenat 3. imidenat
I1I. 1. imidewat 2. imidenat 3. imidedat
Caritive
Sing.
L 1. imemda 2. imenda 3. imetta
1I. 1. imemenda 2. imedenda 3. imedenda
1L 1. imeuda 2. imedenda 3. imetta
2,287
Basic form
Sing.
L 1. urmagem 1) 2. urmagen 3. urmaget
. | 1. urmagemen 2. urmageden 3. urmageden
IIL 1. urmageu 2. urmageden 3. urmaget

1) or: urmajem, urmajen, urmdajet, also: urmaem,
urmaen, urmaet, cf. aaxaem, anaxaen, araxaet.
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Plur.

I. | 1. urmagidam?2) 2.urmagidan 3. urmagidet 290.
II. | 1. urmagidemen 2. urmagiden 3. urmagiden
OI. | 1. urmagideu 2. urmagiden 3. urmagidet

2) or: urmajidam, urmajidan, urmajidet, also: urmaidam,
urmaidan, urmaidet, cf. anaxaidam, afiaxadann, anaxaidet.

3.288
Basic form
Sing.
L. 1. kerabem 2. keraben 3. kerabet
II. | 1. kerabemen 2. kerabeden 3. kerabeden
III. 1. kerabeu 2. kerabeden 3. kerabet
Plur.
L 1. keraptam 2. keraptan 3. keraptet
II. | 1. keraptemen 2. kerapten 3. kerapten
JUI8 1. kerapteu 2. kerapten 3. keraptet
4.289
Basic form
Sing.
L. 1. poxrem 2. poxren 3. poxret
II. 1. poxremen 2. poxreden 3. poxreden
IIL 1. poxreu 2. poxreden 3. poxret
Plur.
L 1. pogordam 2. pogordan 3. pogordet
II. | 1. pogordemen 2. pogorden 3. pogorden
OI. | 1. pogordeu 2. pogorden 3. pogordet
5.290
Basic form
Sing.
L 1. juragaem 2. juragaen 3. juragat
II. | 1. juragaemen?) 2. juragaeden?) 3.jiuragaeden 2)
III. 1. juragaeu 2. juragaeden?2) 3. juragaet
1) jiiraxmen 2) juraxten

93

stem type ending in a full vow-
el + consonant

stem type ending in a reduced
vowel (29) + consonant, in which
the metathesis/elision of 2 takes
place in certain inflected forms
<jurax> is a derivative (with
presumably a full vowel in the
second syllable), cf. jira ‘aside’.
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291. stem type ending in a reduced

vowel

292. It is worth remembering that
<d> and <t> represent the @48
same phoneme. The plural pos- Plur

sessor series with dual pos-
sessed is actually karaydady®
‘our two places (of several of
us)’, kdarayaadn ‘your two plac-
es’, kdraysaaa ‘their two plac-

L 1. juraxtam 2. juraxtan 3. juraxtet
I. | 1. juraxtemen 2. juraxten 3. juraxten
Ol | 1 juraxteu 2. juraxten 3. juraxtet

§ 90 For the Surgut dialects, we want to present the

es’.
293. Stem type ending in a conso- . foll’owmg paradigms: kara ‘ground, place’ and
nant. There is also a paradig- ac ‘sheep’.
matic vowel alternation (see 1.291
p- 49/95) and a simplification Basic form
of the stem consonant ¢ > t in Sing
front of the character 4 for plu-
1 d L. 1. karam 2. karan 3. karat
ral possessed. : .
The whol di . ) 1L 1. karamen 2. karin 3. karin
294. “he who e paradigin 1l a 1ot L 1. karaux 2. karin 3. karit
malized form is the following:
(possessed in singular:) ucem, Dual
ucen, ucaa, ucman, ucin, ucvvi.n, I | 1. karagadam 2. karagadan 3. karagat
ucdy’, ucin, ucia; (possessed in II. 1. karagadamen 2. karagaden 3. karagaden
dual:) dcydaam, acydaa, acyaa, L. | 1. karagadaux 2. karagaden 3. karagadat®9>
acyaadman, Aacyaadn, acyaadn, Pl
acyaady’, acyaadn, acyasaa; ur.
(possessed in plural:) dtaam, L. 1. karadam 2. karadan 3. karat
ataa, Gta, taSman, Gtadn, Gtadn, II. | 1. karadamen 2. karaden 3. karaden
III. 1. karadaux 2. karaden 3. karadat

atady’, ataaa.

2.293
Basic form

Sing.
L 1. usem 2. usen 3. ujet
II. 1. u3men 2. uzin 3. u3in
III 1. ujeux 2. uzin 3. uzit

Dual
L 1. ajxadam 2. azxadan 3. ajxat

. | 1. ajxadamen 2. ajxaden 3. agxaden
III. 1. agxadaux 2. ajxaden 3. agxadat

Plur.
L 1. attam 2. attan 3. att
1L 1. dttamen 2. atten 3. atten
1L 1. attaux 2. atten 3. attat?94

94
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§ 91 We add the following list of words that undergo
a vowel alternation?95 in the Surgut dialects.

a and §29°¢
at ‘night” | Suffix L1. item
amp ‘dog’ impem
pan ‘finger’ pinem
arent ‘debt’ irendam
jank ‘nail’?? jinkem
kar ‘bark’ kirem
wasex ‘duck’ wisxam
tas ‘ware, tisem
thing(s)’
rak flour’ rikem
sap ‘brook sipem
sapet ‘neck’ siptem
éanc knee’ ¢injem
tabet week tiptem
tant moss tintem, etc.
a and 1297
ac sheep Suffix L1. ujem
kat house kiitem
nat ‘nose’ rnudem
lat ‘hole’ lutem
mant story’ mundem
at year’ udem
pas glove’ plsem
sart pike’ surtem
sajep ‘net’ suipam
jagam moor jugmen?98
tar meadow tirem
tarax  ‘crane’ turgam
wan  ‘shoulder’ winem
tan ‘vein’ tunem
kar ‘ox’ kurem
wat ‘wind’ wudem, etc.

95

295.

296.

297.
298.

The paradigmatic vowel alter-
nation concerns the full vowels
a, o, d and e in the first syllable.
phonematically d vs. i
phonematically a vs. u

This is “suffix 12”, ie. px.sG
<25G; probably a typograph-
ic misprint instead of jugmem
(juymem).



299.
300.
301.

302.

303.

304.

phonematically the same (e vs. i)
phonematically the same (ovs. u)
probably a typographical mis-
print, u instead of @

The word for ‘oven’ is in Sur-
gut dialects Likr kor, Trj ker.
South tdm, tdam, tdma, Surgut
tem, temi ‘this’; South Surgut
tom, South toma, Surgut tomi
‘that’ (Honti 1984: 74)

These shorter pronouns (South
féw, Surgut fu) that refer to
more distant objects (not vis-
ible, as opposed to tom, South
toma, Surgut tomj ‘that’) are
used only in attributive posi-
tions. In Surgut we also find
fi ‘this (attributive)’ and fit ‘id.
(absolute)’. (Ibid.)
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e and 299
newer ‘lather’ suffix L1 Riurem
lek ‘trace’ likam, etc.
o and u3°°
op  ‘father-in-law’ | suffix L. upem
ox ‘head’ u'um (ugum)
lox ‘inlet, bay’ lu'um
(lagum)
mok ‘young (of miukam
an animal)’
onk ‘resin’ unkam
pom ‘grass’ pumems3°1
rok ‘front (of a ritkam
cloth)’
som  ‘scale (of a fish)’ stumem
tont ‘goose’ tundem
kos ‘star’ kusem, etc.
0 and 302
kor ‘oven’ suffix L.1. kiirem
kon ‘arctic fox’ kiiiem

§ 92 The demonstrative pronouns in Ostyak are toma
(tom) ‘that’, Finnish tuo, and tema (teme, tem)
‘this’, Finnish tdma3°3. According to § 81, teu ‘he, it’
can also be used as a demonstrative pronoun. In ad-
verbs as well as in some relative and interrogative pro-
noun compounds there are further demonstratives fit
(fut) ‘this’ and ta ‘that’3°4. The declension of toma and
tema is regular when these pronouns are used abso-
lutely; e.g. dative tomeja, temeja, locative tomena, te-
mena, ablative tomiwet, temiwet; pl. tomet, temet, etc.
Only the dual in the Surgut dialects is irregular: tomin,
temin.
§ 93 Interrogative and relative pronouns are ex-
pressed in Ostyak, like in the other related lan-
guages, mostly using the same words. These are:
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xoi or xoje, S. koje ‘who, which’, Finnish ku,
kuka3°5.

met or metta ‘which, what’, Finnish mi,
mikd.

medoi, medoje (originally met-xoi), Surg.
mugudi ‘what’.300

The following words can also be regarded as relative
pronouns: mecir, Surg. mugusir ‘what kind of’, fissir
‘that kind of’, tament ‘like that one’, fiment ‘like this
one’, etc.3°7 The declension of these pronouns follows
the general rules both in Irty$ and in the Surgut dia-
lects; e.g. xojiwet, mediwet, etc.
§ 94 Indefinite pronouns are formed from the inter-
rogative and relative pronouns with the help
of the derivative suffix at; e.g. xajat 1) ‘someone’, 2)
‘person’, from xoi ‘who’; medat or mettat ‘something’,
from met or metta ‘what’; mecirat ‘some kind of’, Rus-
sian kaxkiit To; fissirat ‘that kind of’3°8, Russian Taxiit
TO, etc.

2) Verb

§ 95 There are two classes of verbs in Ostyak that not
only differ from each other somewhat in their
meaning but also in the flexion. One includes transi-
tive or active verbs, the other includes all the intransi-
tive and neutral verbs. In flexion, auxiliary and passive
verbs correspond almost entirely to the latter.309
§ Both classes of verbs can include basic words as
well as derivatives. The first ones consist of one
or at most two syllables, the latter have in their stem
two syllables at least, often more. The derivation hap-
pens with the help of special character letters, which
can be attached to a basic as well as to a derived stem
of a noun or a verb. Verbs that form compounds with
postpositions occur in Ostyak very rarely and they
are formed completely on the basis of the sense of the
Russian language.
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305.

306.

307.

308.
309.

The Finnish counterpart is not
relative but only interrogative.
The comparison, though, is
correct.

The simple interrogative-rela-
tive pronouns are in South yoja,
Surgut kogjayi ‘who, which’,
South mej (North miij), Surgut
méy’i, moyi ‘what, which; what
kind of” (Honti 1984: 75).

They are not relative pronouns
but rather pronominal attrib-
utes.

‘this kind of’

Here the two Khanty conjuga-
tion paradigms (subjective vs.
objective) are interpreted as
qualities of the verbs. The tran-
sitive verbs, however, can be in-
flected in any of these two con-
jugations depending on wheth-
er there is a topicalized object
in the sentence, either overt
or deleted (Sosa 2017). In addi-
tion, many seemingly intran-
sitive verbs (such as ‘come’)
can be inflected in the objec-
tive conjugation, especially
verbs of motion when there is
a topicalized goal for the move-
ment. These sentences can also
be passivized so that the goal
of the motion is in the subject
position; e.g. tdt-danket yiijna
Jjoxtaj ‘a man (AG) came to see
his grandmother’ (S) (SiidostjK
163) (Kulonen 1989: 158-).



310.

311.

312.

313.

314.

315.

Interestingly enough, Castrén
does not make an exact etymo-
logical comparison to the Finn-
ish suffix, even though in Pro-
to-Khanty and the easternmost
and northernmost dialects the
suffix has (had) the form -I-.

In this word, the derivative suf-
fix is also originally -t-, cf. Kaz
potartia- ‘to speak continuous-
ly’, where -a- is the suffix in
question and -¢- the suffix dis-
cussed in b).

Zero-derived verbs do not need
to end in t; there are also a few
of them that do not; e.g. aop
‘warm (weather)’ toram aonas
‘the weather became warm’.
This is to say that it also ap-
pears as a regular stem con-
sonant without a special func-
tion.

These represent the common
and ancient PFU causative suf-
fixes *t, “tt and *pt.

originally and in the eastern-
most dialects -il
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§ 97 Ostyak seems to be very rich in derived verbs.

Because of the lack of sufficient material, we

can only give here the most important derivatives and
their component elements.

a)

b)

d, t,(d, t) and d; £, (d; t) make diminutive verbs
that express an action which is continuous, and
are in Finnish formed with the character 39
e.g. padartem ‘to talk’3', towottem ‘to row’, ai-
dadem ‘to hunt’, tegdem ‘to fly’. Both intransitive
and transitive verbs also are formed from nouns
with the same characters; e.g. oda ‘sour’, odedem
‘become sour’; ajem ‘glue’, ajemdem ‘to glue’;
seker ‘hit’, sekerdem ‘to hit’; pos ‘mark’, postem
‘to mark’; tet ‘full’, tettem ‘to fill’. When the stem
ends in the same letter, the derived verbs, at least
the intransitive ones, do not need any special
character; e.g. mont ‘story’, montem ‘to tell a
story’; pat ‘excrement’, patem ‘defecate’; peget
‘bath’, pegtem ‘to take a bath’3'2. It can be no-
ticed, though, that these characters also appear
in many primitive verbs and in many mean-
ings; e.g. tadem ‘to pull’, xadem ‘to die’, udem ‘to
swim’, jastem ‘to say’3'3.

Moreover and primarily, transitive verbs out
of intransitives and causatives out of immedia-
tives are also formed with ¢, £; e.g. termadem ‘to
hurry (intr.)’, termattem ‘to hurry (tr.)’, jendem
‘to drink’, jentfem ‘to give to drink’. In these de-
rivatives, t (f) is often doubled; e.g. tebem ‘to go
wrong’, tebettem ‘to make a mistake’; sergem ‘to
drop (off)’, sergettem ‘to shake’. In many deriva-
tive verbs, pt appears instead of tt; e.g. xajdem
‘to be left’, xajdaptem ‘to leave (tr.)’, kergem ‘to
fall’, kereptem ‘to knock over’.314

The frequentative verbs take usually the char-
acter id (it); e.g. jastem ‘to say’, jastidem ‘to say
many times’, toxnem ‘to meet’, toxnidem ‘to meet
often’3%,
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It seems that many frequentative verbs can also
be formed with the characters x, k, K, g, §; e.g.
argem, arkem ‘to sing’, nuigem ‘to get tired’,
jantkem ‘to play’, iagam ‘to laugh’, tutxaem ‘to
churn’316,

Momentaneous verbs are formed with the help
of m; eg. pulemem ‘to swallow’, pumem ‘to
blow (once)’. This character not only expresses
a momentaneous action, but also appears with
many other meanings; e.g. temem ‘to scatter (tr.)
around’, kusmem ‘to burn (intr.)’, ¢osSmem ‘to
scatter (tr.), to pour’.3'7

s (¢) is in Ostyak as well as in other related lan-
guages used to form augmentative verbs that
express an action that is fulfilled quickly and
energetically; e.g. punesem ‘to open (quickly)’,
Finnish awaisen; anasem ‘to take one’s shoes off
(quickly)’, Finnish riisasen; monasem ‘to rub’,
Finn. hierasen; xuidesem ‘to cough’, Finn. rykdsen;
taksem ‘to spit’, Finn. sylkdsen.3'8

The reflexive verbs have the character §; e.g.
midasem ‘to be for rent’, etc.319

§ 98 Many of the characters mentioned in the § above

can also be combined with each other to form

further derivatives. We present some of these:

The character of the diminutive can be followed
by almost any other character; e.g. joxtem or
jogodem ‘to enter’, frequ. joxtidem; jondem ‘to
sew’, augm. jondesem; tegdem ‘to fly’, mom.
tegetmem; termadem ‘to hurry (intr.)’ caus. ter-
mattem, etc.

From the momentaneous verbs especially causa-
tives can be formed; e.g. énmem ‘to grow (intr.)’,
enmettem ‘to nourish’; kusmem ‘to burn (intr.),
kusmettem ‘to burn (tr.)’
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316.

317.

318.

319.

In most of these, k or y belongs
to the stem in one way or an-
other, at least historically, cf.
Mansi (So) éry ‘song, to sing’
(Khanty Trj dray ‘song’, dray-
‘to sing’) and (So) janay ‘play;
to play’ (Khanty (DN) jant-:
jantkam, jdntyom, jankom ‘to
play’).

-m- is also very common as a
translative suffix with which
verbs are formed from nouns,
and especially adjectives.
Honti (1984: 53-55) does not
mention this suffix in Khanty,
but it undoubtedly exists. The
Finnish derivatives mentioned
here go back to *né.

This is rare, too.



320. The basic formal difference be-

321.

322.

tween the subjective and objec-
tive conjugation (cf. note 309)
is that the suffixes in the objec-
tive conjugation coincide with
the possessive suffixes (§ 83-
90) whilst the basic verbal per-
sonal suffixes are present in
the subjective conjugation. We
have seen (note 267) that the
possessive suffixes of many
persons include a full vowel.
E.g. Tra mén ‘he went’, joyat
‘he came’; the present tense
has a tense suffix a: ména ‘he
goes’ (ménaam ‘T go’), joyata
‘he comes’ (joyataom ‘T come’,
JjOyataan ‘you (Sg.) come’, etc.).
This does not, however, take
into account the paradigmat-
ic vowel alternation; the vow-
el used in the imperative is the
more rarely occurring one.
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K) Many diminutive verbs that have the character
nt and md have also probably been formed on the
basis of other derivatives; e.g. xudem ‘to hear’,
xtdandem ‘to listen’; épsendem ‘to sniff’, nasam-
dem ‘to slip, to slide’, joworxamdem ‘to turn (tr.)’.

Conjugation

1. The conjugation of the transitive
and intransitive verbs

§ 99 The Ostyak language shares the feature with the

Samoyedic languages that the transitive and in-
transitive verbs differ in their flexion to a certain de-
gree. However, the differences occur mostly only in
some personal suffixes and especially in the binding
vowel.320 The moods and tenses are formed quite simi-
larly in both classes. In relation to the stem, we can no-
tice that the final syllable in intransitives is often long,
while in transitives it is often short. This definition can-
not, however, be presented as any kind of common rule.
§ 100 It can further be added about the verbal stem

that it seldom and only exceptionally appears in
its simplest form: in the Surgut dialects in the third
person singular indicative preterite with intransitive
verbs32L. But if we want to have a stem which is com-
mon to all dialects as well as intransitive and transi-
tive verbs, we can find it easily by leaving out the final
vowel in the second person imperative322. How dif-
ferent moods, tenses and other verbal forms are con-
structed based on this stem, will be presented in the
following paragraphs.

A. Indicative

§101 In Ostyak, the indicative has two tenses: the pret-
erite and the future. The present coincides with
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the future323, and the preterite is able to express all
modifications of the past tense. Sometimes the future
is also expressed with the infinitive and the auxiliary
verb jidem; e.g. xantca jidem ‘T will write’. In the past
tense, in some dialects the augmentative and in oth-
ers the diminutive verbal derivatives can be used to
mark the perfect; e.g. tégetmem ‘I have flown’, Rus-
sian ynerbas; wermem ‘T have made’, pansim ‘T have
put’3?4,
§102 There is no special character for the preterite
in Ostyak, instead, the personal suffixes are at-
tached directly to the verbal stem; e.g. panem ‘I placed/
put’ Imp. pane, stem pan. The character of the future is
fully identical to the derivational suffix of the diminu-
tive verbs, and consists thus of d, (d), d, (d) and ¢, (),
£ (¢)3%5. These consonants are attached to the stem ac-
cording to the common rules presented in the phonol-
ogy. The most important of these are:
1. When the stem ends in a vowel or a smooth or
indefinite consonant, the character of the future
is d (d) or d'(d), after a final hard consonant it is ¢
(t) or £ (¢); e.g. tuem ‘to bring’, fut. tudem; werem ‘to
make’, fut. werdem (stem wer); emem ‘to suck’, fur em-
dem (stem em); panem ‘to put’, fut. pandem (stem pan);
telem ‘to weep’, fut. teldem (stem fel); jigem ‘to har-
ness’, fut. jiktem (stem jik); tebem ‘to go wrong’, fut.
teptem (stem tep), nagam ‘to laugh’, fut. iaxtam (stem
nax); edem, S. iidim ‘to heat’, fut. ettam, S. iittim, etc.
a9, According to § 47, &g, tt, rid change in the future
tense into t¢, tf, nd’ e.g. ifem ‘to stir’, fut. itéem
instead of i¢tem; munoliem ‘to knot’, fut. munoltéem,;
kenzem ‘to seek’, fut. kentéem; jéndem ‘to drink’, fut.
jénttem; udem ‘to swim’, fut. attam; pariem ‘to twist’,
fut. pandem, etc.
A final i (j), u (w) after a preceding vowel some-
" times undergoes an elision, sometimes not; e.g.
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323.

324.

325.

The reason the future is con-
sidered the primary function
of the non-past tense probably
has to do with the grammati-
cal traditions of that time. The
other explanation could be its
markedness in contrast to the
past (preterite).

Both are participle suffixes. -m-
is clearly a past participle and
very common in all Khanty di-
alects; -s- is more seldom used
and also has (at least in Mansi)
the function of a present par-
ticiple (Kulonen 2007: 187-88).
Anyway, this participle is the
origin of the past tense (im-
perfect) suffix -s-, which is in
use in the eastern dialects (VVj
Surgut) as well as in the North.
It seems that the example pan-
sim is from Castrén’s observa-
tions from the Surgut dialects,
even if it is not said to be so.
In O, too, pansam is the normal
form of the past tense para-
digm (SG1.PAST).

Actually t (South), a (Surgut);
the palatalized consonants
here are due to assimilation
and purely phonetic/acoustic
variants, thus: (South) tutom,
wertam, emtam, pantam, teltam,
jiktam, teptam, naytam, éttam
(S. 6aa0m).



326.

327.

328.
329.

330.

These are five of the seven to-
tal so-called thematic verbs
(all  monosyllabic),  which
have more than one alternat-
ing stems: South meé- ~ méj-;
wo- ~ woj- (u- ~ uj- is the form
in the south-north transition-
al dialects Ni, Ser as well as
in Vj in the East; Surgut wu- ~
wuj-); we- ~ wéj-; jé- ~ jéw- (Sur-
gut jé- ~ jey-); te- ~ tew- (Sur-
gut ai- ~ aiy7/aiw-). The two
remaining verbs of this group
are ni- ~ niw- ‘to be visible” and
tu- ~ tdw-/téw- (Surgut tu- ~
tuy’~/tuw-) ‘to bring’. (Honti
1984: 36.)

Actually ‘to have’; Khanty and
Mansi are the only Finno-Ug-
ric languages that have a com-
monly used verb with this
meaning; the other languages
use different structures to ex-
press having something.

i.e. a schwa (9)

This is the same schwa (2)
marked here with different
short (= reduced) vowels q, e, o.
Here, the stem is meant instead
of future. This must be a lapsus.
The vowel (schwa) comes be-
tween the two stem-final con-
sonants.
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mejem ‘to give’, fut. medem; ujem ‘to see’, fut. udem;
wejem ‘to take’, fut. wedem; jiwem ‘to come’, fut. jidem;
tewem ‘to eat’, fut. tedem32%; cf. tejem ‘to weave’, fut.
teidem; tajem ‘to be327’, fut. tajdam; xujem ‘to spawn’,
fut. xujdem; sewem ‘to spin’, fut. seudem; tiwem ‘to be
born’, fut. tiudem.

When the stem ends in two consonants, the fol-
lowing can be noted concerning the formation of

the future:

Sometimes, the character of the future can be at-
tached directly to the stem, especially after nt,
mt, pt, nk, nx; e.g. jondem ‘to sew’, fut. jonttem;
épsendem ‘to sniff” (stem épsent), fut. épsenttem;
teremdem ‘to make the bed’, fut. teremttem;
ordem ‘to divide’ (stem ort), fut. orttem. The verbs
ending in nf, I¢, n¢ form the future tense in the
manner described in nr. 2 of this paragraph.

The latter of the final two consonants, especial-
ly if it is k or g, can also undergo elision; e.g.
kergem ‘to fall’, fut. kerdam; argem ‘to sing’, fut.
ardam; jantkem ‘to play’, fut. janttam; janam ‘to
walk’, fut. janxtam or jaxtam.

A short €328 is often placed in front of the charac-
ter of the future; e.g. jastem ‘to say’, fut. jastedem;
kattem ‘to hold’, fut. kattedem; kereptem ‘to fell’,
fut. kereptedem; murtem ‘to brake’, fut. murtedem,;
tegetmem ‘to fly away’, fut. tegetmedem; unttem
‘to teach’, fut. unttedem, etc.

Whenever the preceding syllable is long, the aux-
iliary vowel329 can be placed between the two
consonants of the future33°; e.g. axtem ‘to vom-
it’, fut. agattam; jendem ‘to spin’, fut. jénettem;
joxtem ‘to enter’, fut. jogottam; rioxrem ‘to slice’,
fut. iogordam; naurem ‘to jump’, fut. nawerdam,;
omsem ‘to sit’, fut. omastem; etc. All words of
this kind have, in fact, lost their stem vowel both
in the indicative preterite and in the imperative
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according to § 32; e.g. éne ‘big’33!, Ind. preterite én-
mem332 instead of enemem, fut. énemdems333, imp. én-
me instead of éneme.
§103 The personal suffixes for nouns and verbs in in-
dicative preterite and future coincide with each
other. Some exceptions occur in the Irtys dialect only
in intransitive verbs, whereas transitive verbs take the
normal personal suffixes of the nouns334. Regarding
the binding vowel it can be generally noted that there
is a considerable similarity on one hand between the
transitive verb and the vowel-final noun335, and on
the other between the intransitive verb and the conso-
nant-final noun33°,
§104 In the Irty$ dialect, the verbal personal suffixes
in the indicative future and preterite with the
addition of the binding vowel are the following:

1. In the transitive 2. In the intransitive

verb337 verb338
Sing. 1. -em Sing.1. -em (am)
2. -en 2. -en (an)
3. -et 3. -0t et, t
Dual 1. -emen Dual 1. -emen, men
2. | -eden 2. | -eden (den, ten)

3. | -eden 3. -egen (gen, ken)
PL . -eu PL 1 -eu
2. -eden 2. | -edaor ede, (da
or de, ta or te)
3. -et 3. -et

§105 This overview shows that the intransitive verbs

have only two specific339 suffixes: 1. in the third
person dual egen (gen, ken), which is similar to the dual
character of the nouns; 2. eda or ede (da, de or ta, te)
in the second person plural. In the preterite, the third
person ends in ot, in the fut. in et or 34° e.g. éttidem

103

331.

332.
333.
334.
335.
336.

337

338.

339-

340.

This is an adjective serving as a
basis for the verbal derivation
(cf. note 317).

‘T grew; I have grown’

‘T grow; [ am growing’

Le. they are equivalent to the
possessive suffixes.

stem type ending in a reduced
vowel (paradigm example ima
‘woman’)

In most persons (with the ex-
ception of 3sG) the vowel, if it
appears, is a schwa (9).

The suffixes for the objective
conjugation (referring to one
object) are -em, -en, -at; -eman,
-etan, -etan; -ew, -eton, -et.

The suffixes for the subjec-
tive conjugation are -am/-am,
-an/-an, @/-ot; -man, -tan -yon
(-tan); -aw, -ta, -at.

It is meant that these suffix-
es differ considerably from the
possessive suffixes. It is worth
noticing that while Khanty
makes use of n in many ele-
ments of the second persons
(personal pronouns and all suf-
fixes for 2sG), in the 2PL subjec-
tive conjugation we can see the
original PU suffix *-te.

-t is the tense suffix of the pre-
sent (“future”), so the personal
suffix is @.



341.

342.

343.

344.

345.

346.

The corresponding actual
forms: ettitam, ettitot, ettittam,
ettitat.

The corresponding actual
forms: ménam, ménot, méntam,
mént. The 35G.PRs form has the
zero personal suffix (cf. notes
338 and 340); -t is the tense suf-
fix.

Usually for the form in ques-
tion only the suffix -ot is giv-
en. There is no other documen-
tation of this kind of variation
in the southern Khanty texts,
which makes this observation
highly interesting.

Castrén has marked a diph-
thong ae instead of e () after
velar consonants (cf. note 23).
In the subjective conjugation,
both 2 and a occur, depending
on the stem type (Honti 1984:
41).

Le. 156G, 25G; this is not depend-
ent on the consonant of the
stem but on the stem type (sta-
ble stems as opposite to non-
stable (thematic) stems, cf. note
326). (Honti 1984: 41.)
Obviously a typographical er-
ror instead of enmem (1SG.PAST,
used as the basic form for verbs
in this grammar).
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‘Twatched’, third person éttidot, fut. éttittam, third per-
son ettittet34' menem ‘1 went’, third person menot, fut.
mendem, third person ment342. Some verbs have in the
preterite third person sing. two suffixes et and ot, the
first to express the imperfect, the latter the perfect343;
e.g. jastem ‘to say’, third person jastet ‘said, dixit’
(R. roBopmrs), jastot ‘has said, dicebat’ (R. ckasans);
werem ‘to make’, third person weret ‘made, faciebat’
(R. gbnars), werot ‘has made’ (R. cnbnans). Regarding
further the binding vowel in the personal suffixes, the
following can be noted:

a)

b)

d)

§106

In the transitive verbs, the binding vowel re-
mains unchanged in all persons of the pret. and
fut.

In the intransitive verbs, the binding vowel e
can sometimes alternate with other vowels; e.g.
tapkaem344 ‘to whisper’, iagam ‘to laugh’.

In the future tense, the intransitive verbs, simi-
larly to the nouns in pl., commonly have a as the
binding vowel in the first and second person345,
especially after a hard consonant; e.g. énmen34°
‘to grow’, fut. first person enemdam, second per-
son -an; tinesem ‘to trade’, fut. first person tines-
tam, second person -an; amdidem ‘to be happy’,
fut. first person amdittam, second person -an.
The binding vowel disappears completely in all
dual persons and the second person plural of the
preterite and especially the indicative future of
the intransitive verbs, as long as the two conso-
nants allow it; e.g. towottem ‘to row’, fut. towot-
tedem, dual 1. towottetmen, 2. towottetten, 3. tow-
ottetken, plur. 2. towottetta.

In the Surgut dialects, the personal suffixes in
the indicative pret. and fut. are the following:
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1. In the transitive verb. 2. In the intransitive verb.

Sing. 1. em Sing. 1. em (am)
2. en, e 2. en (an)
3. dax (dex), 3. —
tax (tex)
Dual1.  damen (demen)  Dual 1. men
tamen (temen)
2. ten 2. ten
3. ten 3. | xan, kan, gan
(xen, gen, ken)
Pl 1. daux (deux) PL 1. aux
taux (teux)
2. ten 2. tax
3. it 3. t

This scheme might not be fully reliable, because
" we are lacking a sufficient number of paradigms
from the Surgut dialects. It has to be noted especially,
concerning the binding vowel, that it alternates a lot
and often undergoes an elision347.

N.B

§107 Regarding personal suffixes, it is typical for the

Surgut dialects that the intransitive verbs have
no personal marking in the pret. and fut. third per-
son singular, whilst in the transitive verbs the origi-
nal t is lengthened into tax (tax) etc34%; e.g. menem ‘I
went’, Third person men; panem ‘I placed/put’ third
person pandax (probably from pant, panda). The suf-
fixes for first person dual and plur. in transitive verbs
have without doubt been formed from the third person
sing. suffix mentioned through elision of the aspira-
tion. Considering the349 dual and plural suffixes ten,
tax, it seems that t belongs to the original personal
suffix (cf. § 85), even though it does not always appear
with nouns35°.
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347

348.

349.

350.

In 1sG and 2sG suffixes there is
a difference between full vowel
(e; objective conjugation) and
a reduced vowel (2: subjective
conjugation); e.g. adpataom ‘I
feed’, adpataem I feed him’.

t has the function of singular
object in the Surgut dialects,
even though it appears only in
35G, 10U and 1PL. In the para-
digms of dual and plural object
it is replaced by the charac-
ters of the dual (-ya4-) and plu-
ral (-a-) object (= possessed);
e.g. (perfect) pant3y ‘he put it’,
pantdmdn ‘we(2) put it’, pan-
3y° ‘we put it’; panyda ‘he put
them(2)’, panysadmin ‘we(2)
put them(2)’, pany3ady’ ‘we put
them(2)’; pan3a ‘he put them
(several)’, panadman ‘we(2) put
them’, panady’ ‘we put them’.
In the present tense, t is also
lacking in 3sG after the present
tense suffix a; the correspond-
ing present tense forms (3sG,
1DU, 1PL) are (singular object)
panady, panadtdman, panastdy’
(dual object) panadysa, panas-
yaa3man, panadysady’; (plural
object) panasa, panadman (lack-
ing the plural -a-!), pana3asy”
(following Honti 1984: 111).
Second person has to be meant
here.

Cf. note 3309.



351.

352.

353.

The inflected conjunctive is not
described in the modern Khan-
ty grammars (Honti 1984: 50).
Honti (1984: 112, 115) gives full
paradigms, including the first
persons, both to the Surgut and
the southern dialects (see also
the Short Grammatical De-
scription (Directives), p. 28).

It is unclear which rules are
meant here. Both are full vow-
els and thus stable.
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B. Conjunctive

§108 As far as I know, the Irty$ dialect has no spe-
cial inflected form for the conjunctive, instead
this mood is formed, as in many other languages, with
the particle adan. This particle can be placed either be-
fore or after the indicative preterite or future; e.g. ma
adan werem or ma werem adan ‘I would have made’;
ma adan werdem or ma werdem adan ‘T would make’.
Originally there has also been a special conjunctive
with the suffix p in the Irty$ dialect, and it seems that
this character is attached to the particle adan (from
at) mentioned above. Moreover, it is probable that the
imperative of the third person singular has borrowed
its n from the conjunctive.
§109 Instead, in the Surgut dialects, the conjunctive
is still commonly in use, and formed with p; e.g.
wernam ‘I would make’, Russian gbians 6s1, pannam
‘Twould put’ R. kiairs 6135, Considering the personal
suffixes, in the conjunctive they are exactly the same
as in the nouns, both in transitive and in intransitive
verbs, namely: Sing. 1. am, 2. an, 3. at. Dual 1. amen, 2.
in, 3. in. Plural 1. aux, 2. in, 3. if; e.g. wernam, wernan,
wernat, wernamen, etc.

C. Imperative

The imperative has no common character, in-

stead the different persons are formed in dif-
ferent ways. The first person is missing in all the
three numbers, and has no other expression but the
future352. In the second person, the imperative ends
in the Irty$ dialects in the transitive verb in e and in
the intransitive verb in a, which also alternates with
other vowels according to the general rules353. All the
other persons have in all numbers a binding vowel a
(Surgut e, i), to which in the second person dual and

106



ATTEMPT AT AN OSTYAK GRAMMAR

@ 618

plural the normal suffixes of transitive and intransitive
verbs are attached354. The third person has a special
character g, which also appears in many related lan-
guages355. This character alternates in the third person
singular with n (cf. § 108) and in the plural it can even
undergo elision. In the singular, the character can ei-
ther be followed by a further personal suffix or appear
without it, in the dual the syllable en is attached to it,
and in the plural the third person ends in aget or at35°.
§ 111 Except in the second person singular and dual357,

both the transitive and the intransitive verbs
have the same suffixes. These are:

In the Irty$ dialect In the Surgut dialect

Sing. 2. - Sing. 2. —
3. ag (an), agat 3. x, egat (eget)
(anat)
Dual 2. aden Dual 2. iten
3. agen 3. egenat
(eginet)
Plur. 2. | aden, intr. ada  Plur. 2. | iten, intrans.
itax (itex)
3. at, agatss8 3. | itat (itet)359

My material is not sufficient to define the quan-
tity of the binding vowel; sometimes it is written
long, sometimes short.

D. Infinitive

§ 112 The infinitive ends in the Irtys dialect in dai (dei)
or tai (tei), in the Surgut dialects in daga (taga),
and the same suffix is used to express the “accus. su-
pin” as well. These characters are attached to the stem
according to the rules given for the future tense. The
final i in the Irty$ dialect and the syllable ga in Surgut
are often dropped off; e.g. omasta tanadam ‘I want to
sit’, tede most ‘it is necessary to eat, one has to eat’.
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354-

355-

356.

357

353.

359.

This means that in the second
persons there is a difference
between transitive and intran-
sitive, i.e. objective and subjec-
tive conjugation. The same is
said in the introductory lines to
§ 111, although there is a slight
inaccuracy in the numbers (see
note 357 below).

i.e. the PFU imperative suffix
“k

Honti (1984: 115) gives for Ko
3SG -an(at), 3DU -anan, 3PL -at.
In the table, the third person
plural also has two different
suffixes (tr./intr. = obj./subj.).
In 2sG, the final vowel shows
the conjugation, and also the
number of the object is appar-
ent (as in the indicative): pana
‘put (something)’, pane ‘put it!’,
panenata ‘put the two!’, paneta
‘put them!” (Honti 1984: 115).
The subjective conjugation
paradigm in South accord-
ing to Honti (1984: 115) is (‘to
put’) panam, pana, panan(at);
pdnaman, pdnaton, pdnanan;
pdnaw, pdnata, panat.

The subjective conjugation
paradigm in Surgut accord-
ing to Honti (1984: 112) is (‘to
feed’) aiptimdt, aiptd, aiptajit;
Alptimandt, Aiptiton, aAiptiyandt;
Aiptiy“dt, Aiptitay, Aiptitit.



360.
361.

362.

363.

364.

365.

366.

This should be: final.
Typographical error: uimemna
(yimemua) instead of jimem-
na (jimemna) (the letters (Os-
setian-Cyrillic) y and (Latin) j
may have been mixed here).
Castrén’s idea of the origin of
the suffix is, indeed, interesting
(cf. Mansi ma ‘ground, place’,
which is used to construct ger-
und-like forms). It is, though,
related to the past partici-
ple (below) and e.g. in Mansi
there is a gerund with n, which
might be related to the n-ele-
ment in this suffix. However,
the form jimemna (jémemna)
is not a gerund but the past
participle with possessive suf-
fix (PRTC.PAST-PX.SG<1SG-LOC)
and the locative suffix is used
here in a temporal function.
The gerund does not take any
possessive suffixes, but tempo-
rals like in the example are as
a rule formed using the follow-
ing formula: past participle +
px + locative.

It is also etymologically the
same suffix.

The similarity is only superfi-
cial; the -m of the participle is
not etymologically related to
the first person suffix -m.

It corresponds to both ac-
tive and passive participles in
many languages, e.g. Finnish
(heittanyt ‘has thrown’, heitetty
‘has been thrown’) and is thus
used of all verbs. About transi-
tivity as a verbal phenomenon
in Khanty see note 309.

“To shed light on” is proba-
bly what is meant here: in the
original, the verb should be er-
leuchtern instead of erleichtern
(“erleichtern” is also in the
German mscr. MC V, p. 143).
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E. Gerund

§ 113 In Ostyak, the gerund has the character men,

which is probably the locative form of an ex-
tinct stem ma. The original suffix of the locative (na)
has shortened in the absolute form through the eli-
sion of the initial3°°© vowel, whilst in connection with
the personal suffixes it appears in its full form; e.g. ma
uimemna3® ‘in my going (when I go)’.392 As a rule, the
character of the gerund must be attached to the stem,
but in cases where many consonants come together
a binding vowel may be added; e.g. werem ‘to make’,
ger. wermen; menem ‘to go’, ger. menmen; xanem ‘to
write’, ger. xan$men; jastem ‘to say’, ger. jastemen; at-
tem ‘to stop’, ger. attemen. There are no elisions in the
gerund and it is worth noticing that even stem-final i
and u remain unchanged in the gerund; e.g. ujem ‘to
see’, ger. uimen.

F. Participle

§114 The Ostyak language has two participles: 1. pre-
sent or future, which ends in da (da), de (de)
or ta (ta), te (te); 2. preterite with the suffix em (am).
The present participle is formed similarly to the in-
finitive and often falls together with it3°3; e.g. unttada
xajat ‘teacher’ (homo docens), unttada menot ‘went to
teach’, xantéa xui ‘writer’, xantéa mendam I go and
write’. The preterite participle in its turn is similar
to the first person of the indicative preterite3%4; e.g.
tagamem ‘I threw; thrown’. In Ostyak as well, like in
many related languages, the preterite participle has
mainly the meaning of passive and therefore it is sel-
dom used with intransitive verbs.305
§ 1150 order to facilitate3¢¢ the overview of the con-
jugation of transitive and intransitive verbs, we
provide two paradigms from both main dialects:
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367.

368.

1. The transitive conjugation

In the Surgut dialects

Indicative
Preterite
Sing. 1. panem Sing. 1. panem
‘I placed/put’
2. panen 2. | panet367
3. panet 3.| pandax
Dual 1. panemen Dual1.  pandamen
2. paneden 2. panten
3. paneden 3. panten
Plur. 1. panen368 Plur.1.  pandaux
2. paneden 2. panten
3. panet 3. panit
Future
Sing. 1. pandem Sing. 1. | pandem
2. panden 2. | panden
3. pandet 3. | pandadax
Dual1. | pandemen Dual 1. |pandadamen
2. pandeden 2. | pandaten
3. pandeden 3. | pandaten
Plur. 1. pandeu Plur. 1. | pandadaux
2. pandeden 2. | pandaten
3. pandet 3. pandit
Conjunctive
Sing. 1 panem or Sing.1. | pannam
pandem adan
2. panen or 2. | pannan
panden adan
3. | panet adan 3. pannat
Dual 1. | panemen adan Dual 1. | pannamen
etc. 2. pannin
3. pannin
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Misprint: should be panen or
pane.

Misprint: should be paneu;
mscr. (p. 258) has paneul! “Sg 1.
paném 2. panén 3. panét (panot)
Du 1. panémen 2. penéden 3.
panéden PL. 1, panéul 2. panéden
3. panét.”



369.

370.
371.

372.

373.

Trj panitat (Honti 1984: 112
aAiptitit ‘feed’ IMP.DEF.SG<35G)
Ko pananan (Honti 1984: 115)
Trj panitonat (Honti 1984: 112
Alptitandt feed’ IMP.DEF.SG<3DU)
Trj paniaasat (Honti 1984: 112
Aiptindadt ‘feed’ IMP.DEF.SG<3PL)
mennen (Ko  ménnan, Trj
menyan) would be expected;
the stem is men- (mén-).

In the Irtys$ dialect
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In the Surgut dialects

Plur.1.  pannaux
2. pannin
3. pannit
Imperative
Sing. 2. pane Sing. 2. pane
3. | panag (panan) 3. panex,
or panagat panegat3®9
(pananat)
Dual 2. panaden Dual 2. | paniten
3. panagen37° 3. | paneganat37!
Plur. 2. panaden Plur. 2. | paniten
3. | panat, panaget 3. | panitat37?
Infinitive
pandai pandaga
Gerund
panmen panmen
Participle
Present H panda Present | panda
Preterite panem Preterite | panem

In the Irtys dialect

2. The intransitive conjugation

In the Surgut dialects

Sing. 1.
2.
3.
Dual 1.
2.
3.
Plur. 1.
2.
3.

Indicative

Preterite
menem ‘I went’ Sing. 1.
menen 2.
menot 3.
menmen Dual 1.
menden 2.
menen373 3.
meneu Plur. 1.
menda 2.
menet 3.
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menem
menen
men

menmen
menten
menen373

meneux
mentex
ment
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Future
Sing. 1. mendam Sing. 1. mendem
2. mendan 2. | menden
3. ment 3. ment
Dual 1. mendemen Dual 1. | mendemen
2. mendeden 2. | mendeden
3. | mendegen374 3. | mendegen374
Plur. 1. mendeu Plur. 1. | mendeux
2. mendeda 2. | mendedex
3. mendet 3. | mendet
Conjunctive
Sing. 1. | menem or Sing. 1. | mennam
mendam adan
2. menen or 2. | mennan
mendan adan
3. | menot or ment 3. | mennat, etc.
adan, etc.
Imperative
Sing. 2. mena Sing. 2. mene
3. menag 3. menex
(menan) or (menegat)
menagat
(menanat)
Dual 2. menaden Dual 2. | meniten
3. menagen 3. | menigenat
Plur. 2. menada Plur. 2. | menitex
3. menat, 3. | menidat37°
menaget3’5
Infinitive
mendai mendaga
Gerund
menmen menmen
Participle
Present | menda Present | menda
(Preterite | menem) (Preterite | menem)
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374-

375-

376.

There are two dialectal varia-
tions in South: DN méntayan,
Ko. meéntonon; Surgut (Trj)
ménaayan (Honti 1984: 111-115).
The corresponding forms in
Ko (Honti 1984: 115) are pana,
panan(at); panatan, pananan;
panats, panat; Honti also
gives the first person forms:
1SG pdnam, 1DU pdnamon, 1PL
panaw.

The corresponding forms in Trj
(Honti 1984: 112) are pana, pan3-
jat; panitan, paniysnat; panitdy,
panitat; Honti also gives the
first person forms: 1sG panimat,
1DU pdanim3nat, 1PL paniy’at.



377. The alternation in the vowel
length has no function here.
All the vowels that are subject
to paradigmatic vowel alter-
nation are full (Castrén: long)
vowels.

378. phonematically /d/

379. actually: ‘to call’
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§116 The verbs in which the stem vowel alternates in

some way in the Surgut dialects are partly tran-
sitive but much more often intransitive. As already
mentioned in the phonology § 28, the stem vowel can
be subject to vowel alternation only in the indicative
preterite, the imperative and in the preterite partici-
ple; e.g. umsem ‘to sit’, fut. amastem; conj. amasnam,
imperat. umsa (iimsa), inf. amastaga, ger. amasmen377,
present part. amasta, preterite umsem. We provide
here some examples of verbs of this kind:

i a378
Preterite = tigdem ‘to wait’ Future | tagattem
pirdem ‘to order’ parettem
pirtim parttim
tidem ‘to pull’ tattam
tiptem ‘to feed’ tabettem
ittem ‘to carry’ attem
itmem ‘to lift’ ademdem
irgem ‘to sing’ aregdem
u a
Preterite | jundem ‘to sew’ Future | janttem
ugodem ‘to vomit’ agattem
mundem ‘to tell manttem
stories’
urdem ‘to divide’ arettem
umsem ‘to sit’ amastem
umdem ‘to set’ amattem
wiigem ‘to ask379’ wagadem
kudem ‘to stay kattem
the night’
tudem ‘to stand’ tattem
kundem ‘to climb’ kanattem, etc.
i e
Preterite | jindem ‘to drink’ Future | jénttem
niurem ‘to jump’ néwerdem
linkem ‘to cover’ lenktem, etc.
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u 0
Preterite | mundem ‘torub’  Future | monattem
murtem ‘to break, morettem
crumble’
U 0
Preterite | liinkim ‘to cover’ Future lonktim,
etc.380

N.B If my ear has not misguided me, there are also
words that are subject to a special vowel alterna-
tion in the imperative: cf. § 29, nr. 1381,

2. The conjugation of the passive verbs

§ 117 Due to my insufficient observations it is not pos-
sible to say if the Ostyak language has a com-
plete passive voice382; it is certain, though, that single
passive forms appear commonly. Like in other related
languages, in Ostyak the notion of passive seems to be
connected with the reflexive; e.g. unttem ‘teach’, pass.
unttajem ‘I was taught’ or ‘T learned’33. In some pas-
sive verbs the reflexive function is even primary; e.g.
pot ‘cold’, pass. podajem ‘get cold’, pass. potmajem384;
pegmem ‘to freeze (intr.)’, pass. pegmajem; riesmem ‘be-
come blunt’, pass. rie§majem38. The examples above
show that passive verbs cannot be formed only from
transitive and intransitive verbs but also from nouns.
§ 118 The third person3¢ preterite and future or present
is the simplest and most common of all the pas-
sive forms. The character of the preterite is in the Irtys
dialect ai or ai, which is attached directly to the stem;
e.g. xanen3®7 (stem xan) ‘to touch’, passive pret. xanai;
werem ‘to make’ (stem wer), passive pret. werdai; mejem
‘to give’ (stem mei or me), passive pret. mejai; xanjem
‘to write’ (stem xanc), passive pret. xan3ai. The third
person38® future ends in dai, tai or dai, tai and is in its
formation similar to the indicative future as well as es-
pecially the infinitive of the transitive and intransitive
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380.

381.
382.

383.

384.

385.

386.
387.

388.

The alternation of i and 6 is
purely phonetical. The pho-
neme is /d/.

the alternation of @ ~ u ~ (velar) i
On the next page, though, he
gives a full paradigm from the
southern dialect. He probably
means that he does not have a
sufficient amount of sentences
to describe the use of the pas-
sive. The passive in Khanty is
extensive, regular and rich in
its use. (Kulonen 1989.)

The reflexive in Khanty has a
separate suffix. In this example,
the closeness of passive and re-
flexive is more due to the se-
mantics of the verb itself.

I have called the passive verbs
that have no active counterpart
“medial”; they refer to states of
affairs that are not actions, i.e.
have no agent.

There are, indeed, verbs that
have the same meaning with
and without the passive suffix.
These verbs are formed with
the translative suffix -m-.
singular

PAST.2sG form used as basic
form instead PAST.1sG; proba-
bly a misprint

singular



389.

390.
391.

392.

393.

394.

395.

Of course, the similarity is su-
perficial, as the elements are of
different origins: present tense
t (< Proto-Khanty *I) vs. infini-
tive t (< PFU "tA) and passive
Jj (< PU reflexive-passive j) vs.
lative j (cf. Surgut -taga; < PU
*k). The suffixal vowel in both
is a full vowel a, and the final
i in the infinitive in the south-
ern dialects seems to have dis-
appeared after Castrén’s visit.
should be: third

There is also a passive paradigm
from Surgut in the mscr. (p. 272):
Preteritum Sg. 1. onttojem 2. ont-
to 3. ontti Du. 1. onttoimen 2. ont-
toten 3. onttigen Pl. 1. onttojoh 2.
onttotah 3. onttotat; Futurum
Sg. 1 onttatojem 2. onttato 3. ont-
tati Du. 1. onttatoimen 2. onttato-
ten 3. onttatigen PL. 1. onttatojoh
2. onttatotah 3. onttatat.

This not quite true: the per-
sonal suffixes are the same as
those in the subjective (“in-
transitive”) paradigm.

Only part of the verbs dis-
cussed in this chapter are aux-
iliaries in the modern sense of
the word. By “assisting verbs”,
Castrén refers to verbs of be-
ing, becoming and existing;
he does not mention verbs like
tank- ‘want’, etc., which occur
together with infinitives and
are the modern auxiliaries.
This is the verb ‘to have’ in
Khanty. It also has the mean-
ing of ‘to keep, to hold”.

Both etymologies are incorrect.
taj- is not connected to the de-
monstrative ta (which seems
like an idea that just crossed
Castrén’s mind,; it is interesting
that he has decided to publish
it here) and ut- is the original
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verbs389; e.g. unttem ‘to teach’, fut. unttedem, inf. unt-
tedai, future passive unttedai; edidem ‘to heat’, fut.
edittem, inf. edittai, passive future edittai, etc. In the
Surgut dialects, the passive preterite is formed in the
first39° person with 0i and the future with toj, doj; the
other persons are unknown to me.
§ 119 Except for the _third person.sing., the preterite
and the future in the Irty$ dialect39! take exact-
ly the same suffixes as the transitive and intransitive
verbs392; e.g.

Preterite

Sing. 1. unttajem

2. unttajen

3. unttail)
Dual 1. unttaimen 2)

2. unttaiden

3. unttaigen
Plur. 1. unttajeu

2. unttaida 3)

3. unttajet

1) unttai, 2) unttaimen, unttaiden, unttaigen, 3) unttaida.

Future
Sing. 1. unttedajem
2. unttedajen
. unttedail)
Dual 1. unttedaimen 2)
2. unttedaiden
. unttedaigen
Plur. 1. unttedajeu
2. unttedaida 3)
3. unttedajet

1) unttedai, 2) unttedaimen, -daiden, -daigen, unttedaida.

§ 120 According to my observations, this passive
form can be used only in the indicative. There is,
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though, a periphrastic passive in all moods and tens-
es. This is formed with the preterite participle and
the auxiliary verb udem; e.g. kitem udem ‘T was sent’,
kitem uttam ‘T am being sent’, etc.

3. The conjugation of the auxiliary393 verbs

§ 121 The Ostyak language has two different verbs for
‘to be’: 1) tajem (Surg. tojem), which has devel-
oped from ta ‘that’ and expresses existence3%4, and 2)
udem (Surg. wadam), originally ‘to live’, from which
‘to be’ is a derived meaning395. When used as auxiliary
verbs, both have the same meaning and the only dif-
ference between them is that #idem has a complete and
tajem a very incomplete conjugation39°.
§ 122 Along with the preterite tajem, in397 the indica-
tive future or present taidam or taidam is more
often used. Of all the other moods I have noticed only
the gerund taimen (taimen). In the indicative preterite
and future, the conjugation of this verb is quite regu-
lar; e.g. sing. tajem, tajen, tajot, dual taimen (taimen),
taiden (taiden), taigen (taigen), plural tajeu, taida (tai-
da), tajet; fut. sing. taidam (taidam), taidan (taidan),
tait (tait); dual taidemen (taidemen), etc.398 It seems,
according to my notes, that both tajem and taidam can
sometimes be used exactly like an impersonal; e.g. ma
wax tajem Thad money’, actually ‘my money was’; ma
isen taidam ‘T have a mill’399.
§123 Because udem, as stated in § 121, is originally
an intransitive verb4°°, it is conjugated accord-
ing to the paradigm of the other intransitive verbs;
e.g. pret. sing. adem, uden, udot; dual utmen, itten,
utken; plur. uden, utta, udet; fut. sing. uttam, uttan, utt;
dual attemen, etc., imperat. sing. 2. uda, inf. uttai, ger.
utmen, etc. It was already mentioned above that the
passive conjugation is formed with the help of this
auxiliary verb.
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PFU word for ‘to be’, related
to Finnish olla (ole-), Mansi ol-
and Hungarian van (val-).

396. Both have a complete paradigm.
397. The preposition “in” serves no
purpose in the German original
and can also be left unread in
the translation. It is probably an
error in the typesetting process.

398. In the manuscript (pp. 274—-275)
Castrén gives a set of paradigms
of “auxiliary verbs”, i.e. not only

taj- and ut- but also ji- ‘to come’.
Preteritum Futurum

Sing‘ 1. tajem Sing. 1. t(zjdam
2. tajen 2. taidan
3. tajot 3. tait

Dual1.| td4jmen Dual 1. |taidémen
2.|  taiden 2. | taidéden
3.| taigen 3| taidégen

Plur. 1. tajeu  Plur.1.| taidéu
2. taida 2.| taidéda
3. tajit 3. taidét

Sing. 1. udém  Sing.1.| uttam
2. udén 2.| dttan
3. udot 3. ut

Dual 1. utmen Dual 1. | uttmeén
2. utten 2.| uttéden
3 utken 3.| uttégen

Plur. 1. udéu Plur. 1.| wuttéu
2. utta 2.| uttéda
3. tdet 3.| uttét

Sing.1.| jiwéem Sing.1.| jidem
2.|  jiwén 2. jiden
3. Jiwét 3. jit

(juwot)

Dual 1. jiwmen Dual 1. jitmen
2. jiwden 2. jitten
3.| jiwgen 3.| jitken

Plur.1.|  jiwu  Plur 1| jidéu
2. jiwda 2. jitta
3. Jjiweét 3.1 jidet

399.

As already stated, ‘to have’
is the basic meaning of the
verb. The sentences are not



400.

401.

402.

403.

404.

impersonal nor existential (“my
money was” is a misinterpreta-
tion) but simply: T-Nom ‘mon-
ey’-NoMm ‘have’-pasT.isG (and
same in all persons: nan wax
tajen ‘you had money’, tew wax
tajot ‘he had money’, min wax
tajew ‘we had money’, etc.).

No matter the origin, ‘to be’
and ‘to live’ are, of course, both
intransitive and thus follow the
subjective conjugation para-
digm.

Here, German (and during field-
work, Russian) as the metalan-
guage has probably caused
some confusion. The Russian
[stat] of course has both the
functions of future and becom-
ing, as well as the German wer-
den, but, as we can see from the
examples, the function of ji- as
an auxiliary is ‘begin, start’
(with infinitive: to do some-
thing) and occasionally it can
also serve as a future auxiliary.
In absolute position, i.e. with-
out an infinitive, the meaning
of the verb is, besides the basic
‘to come’, also (with dative) ‘to
become (something)’.

This is the literal translation of
the German translation; actual-
ly the word forms negative ex-
istential sentences and the ex-
ample sentence is thus ‘there is
no money’.

With a noun marked with a
possessive suffix, a negative
possession can be expressed, as
in e.g. Hungarian, which has a
similar negative particle, lovam
nincs ‘T have no horse’, “my
horse there-is-not”.

Rather: ‘there is nothing’; i
metta alone means ‘nothing’.
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§124 To express becoming or turning into some-
thing4°, the language uses the intransitive verb
jiwem (juwem, Surg. jigem, jugam), fut. jidem ‘to come’.
This auxiliary verb is in its use quite similar to the
Russian crany; e.g. xantéa jiwem ‘1 started to write’
(mucardp crans), xantéa jidem T will write’ (mucars
crany), éne jiwem ‘1 have become big’ (6omnbiroit
crans), éne jidem ‘T will become big’ (Gonbrroit crany).
It has to be noticed that jiwem is constructed mainly
with the dative; e.g. saxsena jiwem ‘I became fat’, ara
jit ‘it will be a lot’. Considering the conjugation, this
verb behaves like the intransitives.
§125 Lacking negative particles, Finnish and other re-
lated languages use one or more negative auxil-
iary verbs, which, together with the main verb, form
a special, negative conjugation. In Ostyak, however,
the affirmative and the negative conjugation are al-
most the same. The language has, indeed, a negative
auxiliary: endam or endem ‘is not’, Russian ubrs, but
this cannot be inflected; e.g. wax entam ‘it is not mon-
ey’4°2, tawem entam ‘1 have no horse’4°3, i metta en-
dam or per endam ‘nothing’4°4, etc. At the most, dual
or plural characters may be added to endam or endem,
e.g. miin endemgen ‘we two are not’4°5 (machy HbTB),
pl. meng endemet.
§126 Together with verbs, endam changes into
ent or en, whilst the main verb undergoes no
change4°9; e.g. ent ujem ‘1 did not see’, en menem ‘1 did
not go’, dual 1. ent ujemen, ent menmen, fut. ent udem,
end mendem, inf. ent udai, ent mendai, ger. ent utmen,
ent menmen, etc. Only in the imperative does ent, en
change in all persons and numbers into at, Surg. atl4°7
e.g. at uje ‘don’t see’, at mena ‘don’t go’, dual at ujaden,
at menaden, etc.
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3) Particles

A) Postpositions

§ 127 Like the other related languages, Ostyak also has
no prepositions but only postpositions, which
are called so because they are placed after the word
to which they are related. The postpositions do not, in
fact, form a special class of words, because they are,
with a few exceptions, real nouns, they form construc-
tions with the genitive, they take personal suffixes, and
thus share all the properties of the other nouns. Even
though the nominal stem of many postpositions is not
apparent any more, the case suffixes are often in these
words easily recognizable. Only a few postpositions
are expressed with the nominal stem or the nomina-
tive; most of them have the suffixes of the dative, the
locative or the ablative, sometimes also the caritive.
In § 67 it was already mentioned that in postpositions
as well as in adverbs, there are case suffixes that have
already disappeared in the nominal inflection.
§128 In the following, we prlolvide a list of words that
can be used as postpositions in Ostyak:

1. erek, NS.498 iiriik ‘extra, too much’ (Lat. nimius,
nimis), ‘in addition to, except’ (Lat. praeter). In
the Irtys$ dialect, the caritive suffix is often at-
tached to this postposition; e.g. ma tau erekte i
met en taidam ‘T have nothing except a horse’4%9.

o it Surg. it ‘down, under’; idn (locat.), Surg. idn
‘down’, itta (abl.), Surg. itta ‘from below’. The
words it and jit (cf. the word list) probably repre-
sent the same stem.

3 itpeja (itpea), Surg. itpija (dat.) ‘in front of’; itpe-
na, Surg. itpina (loc.) ‘before, in front of’; itpiwet,
Surg. itpijeux or itpiji (abl) ‘from the front’.
These postpositions are probably compounds
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405.

406.

407.

408.

409.

‘we two are not there, there is
no two of us’

Le. in non-existential construc-
tions. The particle behaves
like nicht in German or inte in
Swedish.

It is etymologically related to
Mansi ul and Finnish dld (sG),
dlkdd (pr) in the corresponding
function. The main verb is in
the imperative.

This abbreviation is not includ-
ed in the list of dialects (p. ix).
It is probably the Lower Surgut
(LS) dialect, which in Swedish
(the original language of the
manuscript) would have this
abbreviation (Nedre Surgut).
Note the very common use of
the verb taj- ‘to have’ and its
understandable translation,
even though Castrén had trou-
bles in describing the verb (§§
121-122).



410.

411.
412.

413.
414.
415.

rather a derivative from the
word (South) it, (Surg.) it ‘front’
Latin pone ‘behind’

pir means ‘the space behind
something’ whereas puj is pri-
marily the body part.

locative

ablative

The comparison with Finnish
is semantic, not etymological
(and not meant to be, either).

Y N ae

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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of two words: it ‘front’ and pi ‘side’41°.

xowatta ‘along’ from the stem xou ‘long’.

idat, Surg. jida ‘towards, at, against’.

maxta ‘around’.

moxta Surg. mugda ‘through’.

nox, Surg. nok ‘up, upwards’ (R. BbBEpX'B).
numen, Surg. nomen (locat.) ‘up, above’; numatta,
Surg. nometta (abl.) ‘from above’. The stem of
this postposition is num (num), Surg. nom (nom)
‘heights’ (cf. the word list).

oxteja, Surg. ogoteja (dat.) ‘on’, actually ‘into the
above’, oxtena, Surg. ogotena (loc.) ‘on, in the
above’, oxtiwet, Surg. ogotejeux or ogoteji (abl.)
‘from above’. The stem is in the Irtys dialect oxta,
cf. the word list.

pira (dat.) ‘behind, back’; pirna (loc.) ‘behind
(pone4'), after, afterwards’, piretta or piriwet,
Surg. pireux, piri(abl.) ‘behind, from behind’. The
stem is pir ‘back side’, cf. the word list. In the
Irty$ dialect, there is puja, puina, pujiwet from
pui ‘behind’4'2, which is almost identical but less
often used as a postposition. Furthermore, the
Russian preposition 3a can also be formed into
a postposition denoting the same space relations
by adding the Ostyak case suffixes: saja (dat.),
saina (loc.) and sajiwet (abl.).

peda, pede, pete ‘in order to, because of, instead
of’. In the same meaning, pedan, pedait, sagait,
etc. are also used.

punada,S. ponada(dat.) ‘next to, beside’, punatna,
S. ponatnat'3 ‘next to, beside’; punatiwet, Surg.
ponadeux, ponadit'4 ‘beside’. The stem: punat,
ponat ‘side’.

kuda(dat.), kutna (locat.), kudiwet (abl.) ‘between;
among’. The stem: kut ‘the place between’, Finn.
valid’s,

kutteba, Surg. jecega (dat.) ‘in the middle’; kuttep-
na, Surg. jecen (loc.) ‘in the middle’; kuttepiwet,
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16.
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18.
19.
20.
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Surg. jecegeux, jecegi(abl.) ‘from the middle’. The
stem is in the Irty$ dialect kuttep, in the Surgut
dialects jece ‘middle’.

tibeja (tibea), Surg. tigbija (dat.) ‘into’; tibena,
Surg. tigbina (loc.) ‘in, inside’; tibiwet, Surg. tig-
bijeux, tigbiji ‘from inside’. The postpositions are
formed from the stem tibe, Surg. tighi ‘inside’,
and in the Surgut dialects, they can also be ex-
pressed with onda, ondan, ondeux or ondi from
ont ‘inside’.

tom pelga or tom peja, Surg. tom pilega, tom pija
or kaibija (dat.) ‘on the other side’, tom pelgena
or tom pena, Surg. tom pelgena, tom pina, kai-
bina (loc.) ‘on the other side’, tom pélegiwet or
tom piwet, Surg. tom peélegeux (pelegi), tom pijeux
(piji), kaibijeux (kaibiji) ‘from the other side’. In
a similar way tem pélga or tem peja, Surg. tem
pelega or tem pija (dat.) ‘on this side’, etc.

unda, Surg. andaga ‘up to, until’.

wattax, waddax (Surg.) ‘without’.

utta, Surg. utti ‘over, on the opposite side’.

B) Adverbs

Like the postpositions, the adverbs in Ostyak are
also formed from the noun with different case

suffixes, and it has already been shown in the previous
paragraphs that many words can be used both as post-
positions and as adverbs. There are also many adverbs
in Ostyak that are formed from demonstrative, relative
and interrogative pronouns. There are few primitive
words among the adverbs, yet a noun and especially
an adjective in the nominative case can also be used as
an adverb. Furthermore, many adverbs are borrowed
from Russian.

§ 130

The adverbs of location are, organized according
to their stem, the following:
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416. The Surgut particles tegenam
and togonam are formed with
the suffix of the approximative
case.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16
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xoda, Surg. kotnam ‘where to’; xodan, Surg. kotti,
kot ‘where’, xotye, Surg. kotl ‘from where’. The
stem is probably xo (cf. the pronoun xoi, xoje in
§ 93). Instead of these adverbs, in the Irtys dia-
lects met tagaja ‘where to’, met tagana ‘where’,
met tagajiwet ‘from where’, etc. are used.

tege, Surg. tegenam4'© ‘here (to)’, tette, Surg. tetti,
tet ‘here’; tet sagat, Surg. tet ‘from here’. Cf. the
demonstrative pronoun tem ‘this’.

togot, Surg. Togonam4'© ‘there (to)’, totta, Surg.
totti ‘there’, Surg. tot ‘from there’. Cf. the demon-
strative pronoun toma.

nox “up, upwards’; see § 128 nr. 8.

numen ‘up, in the heights’, numatta ‘from above’;
see § 128 nr. 9.

itn ‘down’, loc. idn, etc. see § 128 nr 2.

awasta ‘from below’, abl. of awas ‘the underneath’.
pira ‘back’, pirna ‘behind’, piriwet ‘from behind’,
see §128 nr 11.

itpeja ‘forth’, etc. see § 128 nr 3.

xowa, Surg. kokko ‘far away’, xowan, Surg. kowon
(loc.) ‘far away’, xowatta, Surg. kowatta (abl.)
‘from afar’. The stem is xou ‘long’.

wana (dat.) ‘close (to)’, wanen, wanna (loc.) ‘close’;
wanetta, Surg. wanetta ‘from nearby’. The stem is
wan ‘short’.

kim, kem ‘out’, kamen, kemen ‘outside’, kametta,
Surg. kametta ‘from outside’.

jox, Surg. jok ‘home’ (domum), jadan, Surg. jokon
‘at home’ (domi), jokotta (Surg.), xodiwet (Irt.)
‘from home’.

moxta, Surg. norok ‘straight’.

megde ‘past, by’

. beste ‘all over’, Russ. Beamk.

§131 Among the temporal adverbs especially the fol-

LN

lowing may be noted:

xun, Surg. xunti ‘when’.

tutna ‘then’.

in, Surg. it ‘now’. Cf. the word list.

sira, Surg. sar, sarna ‘before’; cf. the word list.
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5. pirna ‘after’; see § 128 nr 11.
6. Xou, xowat, Surg. kowat ‘for a long time’; cf. word
list.
7. xowan, Surg. kowan ‘long ago’.
8. sora, Surg. sarga ‘soon’, Russ. ckopo.
9. togan ‘always’.
10. us, us ‘already’, Russ. yxe.
11. os, jeSo (Russ. emto) ‘still’.
12. mettatna ‘sometime’.
13. xattiwen ‘during the daytime’.
14. atna, Surg. jogon ‘in the night’.
15. idaina ‘in the evening’.
16. aden, Surg. aden ‘in the morning’.
17. tem xat ‘today’, etc.
§ 132 Among the other adverbs, we can only give the
following:
ar ‘many, a lot’.
¢imet, Surg. ¢imet ‘(a) little’.
asma, tax, Surg. ¢ikka ‘very’.
cebara ‘well’.
medagem ‘how much’.
fegem, tigem ‘this much’.
xot sagat ‘how’.
tem sagat, tegena, temida ‘like this’.
mediwet, medoi peda ‘why’.
. tut peda ‘because of that’.

WX

—_
=)

C. Conjunctions

§133 The Ostyak language has only a few conjunc-

tions, and many of these are, furthermore, bor-
rowed from Russian. Some conjunctions are independ-
ent words, while others can only be used enclitically.
Here we list the most important of both classes:

a) Independent conjunctions

ada — ada ‘either — or’.
lipa — lipa ‘either — or’, Russ. mn6o — subo.

121



OsTIACICA

417. As already stated in note 174,
this is not a particle but a noun
ot ‘thing’.

6

418. The semantics of the interjec- @70 4
tions are, of course, approxi-

- ¢ 3
nici ‘perhaps’.
mate.

otnako ‘yet’, Russ. oqHako.

met, metta ‘that, so that’.

sto ba, sto bi ‘so that’, Russ. uTo ObLI.
ada metta, at metta ‘as if’.

jeseli ‘if’, Russ. exxenm.

i ‘also’, Russ. 1.

aden the character of the conjunctive.
ta ‘and’, Russ. na.

b) Enclitic conjunctions

iti, ida ‘as, like’.
pa, ba ‘though’, Finn. pa, pd.

se or Se ‘yes, too’, Russ. xe.

wet, Surg. widi ‘even’, Russ. Bbap.

li ‘whether’, Russ. mu.

kus, Surg. ku¢ ‘even though’, Russ. xors,
XOTb.

at, a particle that forms indefinite nouns,
pronouns and adverbs.47

D. Interjections4®

§134 Only the following interjections have been no-
ticed by me:

a’a‘yes’.

au ‘what did you say?’
ta ‘well’.

ti, fit, titti ‘well, see’.

a ‘ouch’.

ax ‘oh’.

ja ‘well’.
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